Appendix A:  Art Vocabulary
Subject matter

Still life (set up of inanimate objects) 

Genre (ordinary people in normal daily activities) 

Portrait (image of a particular person(s) ) 

Self portrait (auto portrait) 

Social comment (visual statement about society/world) 

Narrative (tells a story) 

Expressionistic (personal, emotional feelings) 

Landscape/cityscape (natural environment) 

 Shapes

Objective (recognizable, realistic) 

Subjective (inventive) 

Implied (suggested) 

Geometric (∆О□)

Biomorphic (related to life, plant or animal parts, organic) 

Amorphous (indistinct) 

Decorative (two dimensional, ornamental) 

 Colors

Primary :  red, yellow, blue 

Secondary (mixing 2 primaries) 

Complementary (opposites on the color wheel) 

Warm (associated with sun/fire) 

Cool (associated with water/sky) 

Achromatic (neutral grays, white, or black) 

Monochromatic (all shades of one color from dark to light) 

Analogous (closely related, next to each other on the color wheel)) 

Local (as seen in nature) 

Subjective (natural colors are ignored) 

 Line

Rectilinear (straight, angular) 

Curvilinear (curved) 

Implied (dots…) 

Psychic (points to something) 

Contour (outline) 

Cross-contour (define the surface) 

Hatching (repeated, parallel to create shading) 

Cross-hatching (criss-cross lines to create shading)
