Definitions

Visual Arts

1.  Shape—Area that stands out from the space around it due to a boundary (defined or implied) or because of differences o value, color or texture.

2.  Objective shape—That which is based on physical actuality or optical perception.  Such art tends to appear natural or real.

3.  Geometric shapes—A shape that appears related to geometry.  Geometric shapes are usually simple, such as triangles, rectangles, and circles.

4.  Rectilinear—A shape whose boundaries usually consist of straight lines.  This term can also apply to areas of line, texture, etc.

5.  Curvilinear—Stressing the use of curved lines; as opposed to “rectilinear” which stresses straight lines.  This term can apply to areas of line, texture, etc.

6.  Amorphous shape—A shape without clarity or definition:  formless, indistinct, and of uncertain dimension.  (clouds)

7.  Pattern—The repetition of elements in a systematic organization.

8.  Repetition—The use of the same visual element a number of times in the same composition.  

9.  Alternating rhythm—2 motifs that alternate with one another to produce a regular sequence.

10.  Progressive rhythm—Involves the repetition of a shape that changes in a regular manner.

11.  Balance—A feeling of equality in weight,  attention, or attraction of the various visual elements within an artwork as a means of accomplishing unity.

12.  Symmetrical balance—In pure symmetry identical optical units are equally distributed in a mirrorlike repetition on either side of a vertical axis.

13.  Radial balance—In radical balance elements are distributed around a central point.

14.  Asymmetrical balance—Asymmetrical balance is achieved using various different elements which have equal visual weight.

15.  Value—The relative degree of light or dark.

16.  Warm Colors—Red, orange, and yellow colors; usually associated with the sun or fire.

17.  Cool Colors—Any colors containing blue, such as green, blue-violet, or blue-green;  associated with air, sky, and water.

Dance

18.  AB—A two-part compositional form with an A theme and a B theme; the binary form consists of two distinct, self contained sections that share either a character or quality (such as the same tempo, movement quality, or style).

19.  ABA—A three-part compositional from in which the second section contrasts with the first section.  The third section is a restatement of the first section in a condensed, abbreviated, or extended form.

20.  Action—A movement event.

21.  Dynamics—The expressive content of human movement, sometimes called qualities or efforts.

22.  Elements—The use of the body moving in space and time with force/energy.

23.  Personal space—The “space bubble” or the kinesphere that one occupies; it includes all levels, planes, and directions both near and far from the body’s center.
