Day 1

Materials:

White paper to cover each table

Balloons 12” blown up (orange)

String

Strips of newspaper about 12” strips

White computer paper cut in 12” strips

sticky notes (for names)

wet ones

Clorox clean-ups

4 Rubbermaid 6.5 qt containers (for paper mache mixture)

measuring cup

ruler

Paper Mache Paste:

1 cup water

¼ cup flour

5 cups lightly boiling water

Mix flour into one cup water until mixture is thin and runny, stir into boiling water.  Gently boil and stir for 3 minutes.  Place mixture in 6.5 qt Rubbermaid containers.  Cool before using.  

(I prepared the mixture that morning before I went to school)

Before students come into the classroom make sure each table is set and paper mache paste is ready and cooled for students.  I had four students per table and each table had a paper mache mixture in a Rubbermaid 6.5 qt container.  I had a sample paper mache balloon completed as an example.  The teacher talked about the ingredients to make the paper mache paste.  The ingredients were brought to school along with a measuring cup to model what she did to make the paste and to go over measurements (cups).  The students were given each a balloon (already blown up) and a piece of string.  The students then tied their string to their balloon (The teacher asked the students to estimate how long they thought the strips of paper were.  The teacher then took a ruler and measured the strip of paper to check for accuracy). The students took strips of newspaper (one at a time) passed it through the paper mache paste, The students applied two coats of newspaper on their balloon.  For the third coat they applied white computer paper.  In doing so the student’s balloons did not have to be painted white before painting warm and cool colors.

Once the students completed their paper mache balloon we printed their name on a sticky note and placed it on the balloon.  The balloons were then hung outside to dry.

Day 2

Materials:

Craft paints: red, blue, yellow, black, and white

Plastic plates 

Paint brushes, different sizes

Paint cups to clean brushes

paper to cover tables

Clorox clean-ups

Before we started on painting the balloons, the teacher reviewed fractions again with her students.  Next, the teacher talked about warm and cool colors and introduced Piet Mondrian and Morris Louis.  The tables were already set up with paint brushes, water, primary colors, and black and white paint.  The students were then given directions to paint their balloons.  The first step was to divide their paper mache balloon into fours using black paint.  They were then asked what the lines were called that divided the balloon. (Horizontal and vertical).  Next, the top ¼ of the balloon they had to paint a cool color, and on the other top ¼ of the balloon they painted a warm color.  Once this step was completed we took the balloons back outside to dry.

Day 3

Materials:

Craft paints: red, blue, yellow, black, and white

Plastic plates 

Paint brushes, different sizes

Paint cups to clean brushes

streamers- blue, orange, yellow, green, red (each 2’ long)

thick needle 

string

paper to cover tables

Clorox clean-ups

Day 3

On day three we went over what we did last week and the students finished painting the bottom fourths of their paper mache balloons- cool and warm colors.  The students then got a pair of scissors and punctured the balloon inside their paper mache and pulled out the balloon with the string.  Once this was completed, the students each got a yellow, blue, red, orange, and green strip of streamer and a thumb tack.  The students were also provided a name tag which was placed with the streamers to identify their paper mache egg.  The students put the streamers together and tacked it to the bottom along with their name tag to the center of their balloon.  The teacher then got a new string and threaded the string through the top of the balloon.  This completed their paper mache balloons.

The students were assessed on following directions, using warm and cool colors, and dividing their balloons in fourths.
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