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Dedication of Michele D. Guidry Executive MBA Classroom

On March 16, the College of Business was proud to dedicate the Michele D. Guidry Executive MBA Classroom 
in honor of Michele Guidry, an accounting instructor who passed away in December 2009. Pictured from 
left to right are Michele’s children, Thad, Taryn and Trisha, her husband, Jude, and Dean Shawn Mauldin.

On Wednesday, March 16 the College 
of Business hosted the dedication 
of the Michele D. Guidry Execu-
tive MBA Classroom in Thibodaux. 

Housed in White Hall, the Michele D. Guidry 
room will accommodate 15 students in a boardroom 
environment similar to the Barker Family Executive 
Classroom in Houma. Suitable for case discussions, 
seminars and lectures, the room encourages interac-
tion among students and professors via state-of-the-
art, user-friendly technology. Teaching tools include 
a viewing monitor that allows interactive writing and 
recording on the screen, ceiling-mounted, surround-
sound speakers and a high-resolution projector. 

Michele Dantin Guidry, a native of Cut Off and 
a resident of Thibodaux, passed away in December 
2009. She was an accounting instructor and faculty 
advisor for the Iota Sigma Chapter of Beta Alpha 
Psi, the accounting honor society. Michele began 
teaching accounting courses in 1989, leaving behind 
the day-to-day tasks of preparing tax returns and 
generating financial statements. However, in 2003, 
Guidry decided to put into practice again what she 
had been teaching for 14 years. Guidry completed 
a professional internship with Charles Theriot CPA, 
where she served small business accounting clients. 
This opportunity allowed her to sharpen her skills, 
update her knowledge of some of the main areas in 
accounting and once again see the workings of a CPA 
firm. Prior to becoming an instructor of accounting, 
Guidry, a Certified Public Accountant, worked at 

The Michele D. Guidry Executive MBA Classroom is 
a professional learning environment that boasts state-
of-the-art instruction and presentation equipment in 
an executive boardroom setting.

The College of Business 
Administration is work-
ing to develop a five-year 
strategic plan as part of 

the required AACSB standards. A 
strategic planning retreat was held 
in January to advance this process. 
Among those present were College 
of Business faculty and staff, un-
dergraduate and graduate students, 
alumni and both the College of 
Business and Accounting Advisory 
boards. The retreat provided these 
stakeholders the opportunity to give 
input on the strategic direction of 
the college, as well as the mission 
and vision statements. •

Developing a plan for the future of the college

Dean Shawn Mauldin addresses a group of College of Busi-
ness faculty and staff, undergraduate and graduate students, 
alumni and College of Business and Accounting Advisory Board 
members at a strategic planning retreat in January.
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Message from the Dean

This has been one of the most uncertain and 
difficult academic years as a result of the 
challenges created by Louisiana’s budget 

situation. Beginning in the fall, we were told to pre-
pare for unprecedented budget cuts that would have 

changed the landscape of the university. Obviously, 
these discussions had an impact on the students, 
faculty and staff. During the fall semester, under 
the leadership of President Hulbert, a campaign 
called “Nicholls. I Care. You Should.” was started 
to educate all of the university stakeholders about 
the impact of the budget cuts and to ask for their 
support to speak out against them. By all accounts 
this effort was very successful. 

Fortunately, things have turned more positive. 
It appears that the cuts to higher education will 
be more manageable. We will not know the exact 
amount of the cuts until the Legislative session 
ends, but we are optimistic. However, this has not 
kept the College of Business from finding ways to 
become more efficient while maintaining quality 
academic programs. For example, we have com-
bined three departments into two departments. The 
remaining departments are accounting, finance and 
information systems; and management, marketing 
and business administration. This combination 
will not affect services to students. We have also 
made other administrative changes that will save 

resources. The College of Business has really be-
come a lean academic unit. 

Overall, the College of Business is in great 
shape. Enrollment in the undergraduate programs 
is steady, and enrollment in the traditional MBA 
program is up about 10 percent. The EMBA pro-
gram continues to flourish with two concurrent 
sessions being taught – one in the Barker Executive 
Classroom in Houma and one in the Michele D. 
Guidry classroom in Thibodaux. We are committed 
to replacing faculty as they retire or leave. We are 
currently recruiting for positions in accounting, 
economics, management and marketing. In Janu-
ary, the faculty, staff, executive advisory board and 
other stakeholders engaged in a strategic planning 
retreat to provide direction for the years to come. 
The College of Business is moving forward despite 
of state funding issues. 

On behalf of the students, staff and faculty in 
the College of Business, I would like to offer our 
sincere appreciation for your continued support. 
If we can be of assistance to you, please feel free 
to call on us. •

Darth Vader and Wonder Woman visit the College of Business

The Alpha Psi 
Chapter of Pi 
Sigma Epsilon 

ho ld s  an  annua l 
fundraiser every fall 
preceding Halloween 
called “A Day in the 
Life of . . .” Students 
donate money in the 
name of a professor of 
their choice. Professors 
w i t h  t h e  m o s t 
donations get to dress 
up for Halloween and 
teach class as a famous 
character.  Specia l 
thanks go out to Dr. 
Kevin Breaux, assistant 
professor of accounting, 
who got to be Wonder 
Woman for a day and 
Dr. Sonya Premeaux, 
associate professor of management and associate dean for the College of Business, 
who won the honor of being Darth Vader. 

Pi Sigma Epsilon is a national co-ed, professional fraternity specializing in 
the development of the sales, marketing and management professions. At the 
collegiate level, members are presented with opportunities to maximize their 

college experience by providing them with practical business knowledge through 
sales, sales projects, marketing, marketing research projects and community service 
projects. PSE also offers its members the chance to apply knowledge learned in 
the classroom to the real world business environment. •



The undergrad-
uate programs 
and tradition-

al MBA program in 
the College of Busi-
ness have been accred-
ited by the Association 
to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business 

(officially referred to as AACSB International or 
more commonly as AACSB) since 1983 and 1985, 
respectively. The accounting program received 
separate AACSB accreditation in 2008. During 
2010, all of the business programs, including 
the new EMBA program, were reaffirmed for 
another five years. Considering the time, energy 
and resources spent on maintaining accreditation, 
one may ask, “Why is it important for Nicholls 
to maintain AACSB accreditation?”

AACSB accreditation challenges business 
schools to pursue excellence and continually 
improve their academic programs. Current 
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DEDICATION, continued from page 1

Why is AACSB so important?
standards require a rigorous review every five 
years of the business school’s mission, strategic 
plan, faculty qualifications, resources, curricula, 
assurance of learning processes and other 
critical areas. The review involves a self-study, 
a site visit by an AACSB appointed team and 
AACSB committee review. There are several 
stakeholder groups who are benefactors of an 
accredited business school. These include students, 
parents, employers, faculty and the university. 
The following benefits apply to students and, 
ultimately, to all stakeholders:
• Enhanced employment opportunities;
• Quality and current curricula;
• Exposure to knowledge and skills employers
   require;
• Ease of transferability between schools 
   and into graduate programs;
• Sufficient faculty and staff to ensure 
   quality programs;
• High quality faculty;
• Up-to-date technology; 

• Higher quality peers in the classroom; 
• Faculty who remain current in their discipline
   through quality research; 
• Faculty who are committed to excellence 
   in teaching; and
• Faculty who are committed to accountability 
   and performance via appropriate outcomes.

AACSB accreditation is truly the benchmark 
of quality undergraduate and graduate business 
programs, and is the longest standing (established 
1916) and most recognized form of business 
school accreditation in the world. Currently, 
there are 596 accredited business schools and 
173 separately accredited accounting programs in 
the world. For a little more perspective, less than 
10 percent of business schools and 3 percent of 
accounting programs are accredited worldwide. 

Graduates of the College of Business at 
Nicholls can take pride and comfort in knowing 
that they are getting a top-quality business 
education and will be able to effectively compete 
with graduates from all other universities. •

Dr. Luke Cashen received the Presidential Award for Teaching Excellence at Faculty Institute in August 2010. 
Pictured from left are Dr. Laynie Barrilleaux, vice president for academic affairs; Dr. Stephen Hulbert, university 
president; Dr. Luke Cashen, Presidential Award Recipient; and Deborah Raziano, director of alumni affairs.

Cashen receives Presidential Award for Teaching Excellence

Dr. Luke Cashen, associate professor of man-
agement and director of the Master of Busi-
ness Administration program, was awarded 

the Presidential Award for Teaching Excellence at the 
first faculty meeting of the fall 2010 semester. 

The award was established in 1994 to recognize 

Nicholls as the payroll and grants coordinator 
in the Controller’s Office. Being a part of university 
life and interacting with students was what Guidry 
enjoyed most about being an instructor. 

One of the main functions of the Michele D. 
Guidry Executive MBA Classroom is to accommo-
date the rapidly growing Nicholls EMBA program.  
A hybrid curriculum utilizing on-line and face-to-
face instructional methods, the EMBA is designed 
to meet the scheduling needs of professionals who 
have chosen to advance their education. Students 
complete about half their coursework online, on 
their own schedule, and spend the balance of their 
coursework in a face-to-face environment approxi-
mately every other Saturday. The Michele D. Guidry 
Executive MBA Classroom is the perfect educational 
setting for these professionals who have chosen to 
advance themselves and their careers by obtaining 
their graduate degree in business. •

those individuals who have been consistently dedi-
cated to the principles of sound, effective teaching. 
Each year the university president awards a certificate 
of recognition, and the Nicholls Alumni Federa-
tion presents a one-time, $1,000 cash award to the 
recipient. •

We are going digital.
Contact us at

business@nicholls.edu
Send us your 

e-mail address.



Margaret 
Diaz-Fugetta

Margaret Diaz-Fuget-
ta is a licensed certified 
public accountant and a 
certified internal auditor. 
She holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in finance 
from Nicholls. She com-
pleted the accounting 

hours and 150-hour requirement to sit for the CPA 
exam at the University of New Orleans. She passed 
the exam on her first sitting. She is also completing 
her master’s degree in taxation this year.

Diaz-Fugetta has 25 years of professional expe-
rience. She has held possessions as an auditor in 
public accounting, an internal auditor with two 
separate publicly traded companies, a controller and 
a chief financial officer. She has worked in many 
different industries, including oil and gas, banking, 
auto dealership, logistics (trucking and marine), 
ship repair and construction. Diaz-Fugetta has 
dealt with complex financial transactions including 
bond issues and new market tax credits, and she has 
performed due diligence work in relation to merg-
ers and acquisitions. She also has experience with 
fraud investigation and documentation, including 
testifying in court.

Diaz-Fugetta has real-world, hands-on experi-
ence to share with her students in all of the follow-
ing aspects of the discipline of accounting: public 
accounting, financial accounting, internal auditing, 
joint venture auditing, revenue accounting, general 
ledger accounting, accounts payable, accounts re-
ceivable, payroll and benefit plan administration, 
financial statement analysis and cash management.

Diaz-Fugetta is a native of Lockport and cur-
rently resides in Kenner with her husband and 
two sons.

Stephanie Merrell 
Stephanie Merrell is 

a CPA who earned both 
her bachelor’s degree and 
MBA from Nicholls. She 
began her career as a staff 
accountant for Interna-
tional Shipholding Cor-
poration in New Orleans 
where she worked for 
over two years. She was 

then offered a position with Bollinger WorkOver 
Inc., now known as Suard WorkOver, where she 
was tasked with performing all functions of the 
accounting process from data entry to financial 
statement preparation.
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Dr. Xun Li

The college welcomes 6 new faculty
While working on her MBA, Merrell also 

enrolled in undergraduate classes in computer 
information systems. Upon completing the MBA 
program, she accepted a position with CHAND 
LLC, a division of Bollinger Shipyards, as a pro-
grammer/systems analyst. In this position, she 
gained invaluable experience in programming and 
networking, as well as various computer software 
programs. During her years at CHAND, she served 
as the project lead for a successful E-commerce 
development project and for the successful imple-
mentation of a document-management system. 

Merrell’s most recent position before coming 
to Nicholls was as a consultant/programmer with 
Lorelei Walker CPA LLC in Houma, where she 
provided accounting software program support to 
clients as well as utilized her expertise in program-
ming and report writing. She continues to support 
clients with their accounting, programming and 
software needs.

Dr. Linda 
Nelsestuen

Although new to 
Nicholls, Dr. Linda Nels-
estuen lived in Louisi-
ana several years prior to 
Hurricane Katrina.  She 
taught at the University of 
New Orleans from 2001 
to 2006, before relocating 

to Florida.  She and her husband are very happy to 
be back in Louisiana.

After Nelsestuen earned a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting from Roosevelt University in Chicago, 
she worked in public accounting and as an accoun-
tant for Dean Foods, a Fortune 500 company in 
the Chicago area. Nelsestuen continued her studies 
in accounting earning a master’s degree in Taxation 
from Northern Illinois University.  While pursuing 
the master’s degree, she worked as a self-employed 
CPA and taught accounting courses.  Her original 
plan was to teach classes to supplement her income 
while growing her practice.  However, the teaching 
experience was such a positive one that she changed 
her career path and decided to pursue a career in 
academia.  Her Ph.D. is in accounting from the 
University of South Florida in Tampa.

Nelsestuen’s emphasis has always been in the 
area of taxation, and she has published numerous 
articles in national taxation journals and magazines, 
such as: Taxes The Tax Magazine, the Tax Advisor, 
Practical Tax Strategies and Tax Notes Today. Her 
two most recent publications were coauthored 
with Dr. Michael Chiasson, associate professor 
of accounting and head of the Department of 

Accounting and Information Systems, and were 
published in Practical Tax Strategies and The CPA 
Journal. Nelsestuen is currently teaching courses in 
taxation and managerial accounting.

Stacey Nichols
Stacey Nichols re-

ceived a bachelor’s degree 
in management with a 
concentration in human 
resources and an MBA 
from Nicholls. Her work 
experience includes a 
broad range of human 
resource functions in a 

diverse group of industries, including private indus-
try, government, healthcare and higher education. 
Although she climbed the corporate ladder quickly, 
Nichols realized that corporate success was not what 
she wanted. She wanted to teach. So, she taught 
courses in the College of Business as a part-time, 
adjunct instructor. 

In August 2010, while working as the assistant 
director of human resources at Nicholls, she was 
offered a full-time position as an instructor of 
management, and she eagerly accepted the job. 

Nichols is co-sponsor of the Society for Human 
Resource Management at Nicholls and tries to 
participate in as many campus activities as possible. 
“I believe building a personal relationship with 
students helps make learning easier for them; it’s 
like they’re having an intelligent conversation with 
a friend and they learn without even noticing it!”

In her spare time, she operates a small, local 
business called Make My Day LLC. She also loves 
to  fish with her husband, Kenny, and play tee ball 
with her two young boys, Cullen and Quinn.

Sherry Rodrigue 
As a native of Houma, 

Sherry Rodrigue could 
not wait to graduate high 
school and move far away. 
She attended Louisiana 
State University, where 
she earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in quantita-
tive business analysis, with 

an information systems focus. She began her career 
working as a systems analyst for a state agency in 
Baton Rouge.

However, after marrying a Thibodaux native, 
it was not long before they returned to their roots 
and moved back to their hometown area. Rodrigue 
worked as a lead computer trainer and office man-
ager at PC Potential, a local computer training 
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center for 5 years.

She began working at Nicholls in 2000, as a 
computer specialist, responsible for student com-
puter labs, technology classrooms and other campus 
technology projects. Over the next few years, she 
worked her way up the ranks in her department to 
assistant director, and earned an MBA with honors 
in 2005. When asked about her experience as a 
Nicholls student, she said, “coming from a larger 
university, I enjoyed the smaller class sizes and the 
fact that the professors actually took time to get to 
know you and help you. I did not feel like just a 
number here but part of a family.”

After earning her MBA, she began adjunct 
teaching one course a semester for the College of 
Business (OIS 200) and/or College of Arts & Sci-
ences (CMPS 101). “I enjoy working closely with 
the students, helping them learn new skills and 
being part of the process that prepares them for 
their future.” In August 2010, Rodrigue became 
a full-time instructor for the College of Business.

In addition to teaching, Rodrigue serves as the 
administrator of the university’s student technology 
fee. Her role on this committee keeps her involved 
in the technology purchases and implementations 
on campus.

In her spare time, Rodrigue enjoys spending 
time with her family (her husband and 2 boys are 
active in sports and outdoor activities) reading, 
keeping up with technology and following local 
sports teams.

Laura Lott Valenti
 Laura Lott Valenti 

earned her Bachelor of 
Arts degree in psychol-
ogy and her MBA from 
the University of New 
Orleans. She is excited to 
be the newest marketing 
faculty member at Nich-
olls as an instructor of 

marketing. Valenti’s philosophy is that “marketing 
involves critical thinking, facilitates innate skills 
and channels these skills into an effective disci-
pline. Learning this should be personal; therefore, 
students should be encouraged to express their 
personal experiences as they relate to the subject 
matter.”

Valenti’s teaching philosophy stems from a 
professional background in sales, franchising as 
a marketer and executive, entrepreneur, recruiter 
for a Fortune 200 company, and continued study 
in these fields. Success and education happened 
quickly for Valenti, as she worked on the two 
simultaneously since beginning college, which 
enabled her to climb the corporate ladder quickly. 
With roles extending from franchise marketing 
manager to website director, Valenti realized that 

she also needed to better balance her quality of 
life. This is where she found her love for teaching 
in higher education.

Valenti was particularly turned on to teaching 
in higher education through teaching marketing 
classes in a franchisee school and guest speaking 
on college campuses. She began teaching at the 
University of New Orleans as an adjunct instruc-
tor, a class called Personal Selling, where she taught 
learners how to sell themselves whether it be for an 
interview, in a selling relationship or building part-
nerships in the marketing and sales environment.

“I have always wanted to be a teacher where I 
could communicate with learners by enthusiasti-
cally transferring knowledge in a manner in which 
they could retain information and use it to launch 

their own careers.” Valenti combines book knowl-
edge, interactive class discussion of experience, and 
hands-on projects in an effort to prepare learners 
for a more real-world concept of marketing. “The 
idea is that learners leave the class feeling more 
confident in being able to approach marketing 
concepts in practice at all altitudes, understanding 
that marketing can serve as the ‘hub,’ and must exist 
at a considerable capacity for the achievement of 
success in an organization.”

In her time outside the classroom, Valenti loves 
spending time with her husband in their home 
city, New Orleans. She also volunteers with the 
Louisiana Chapter of the Cystic Fibrosis Founda-
tion and donates to the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation. •  

Dr. En Mao’s information system students 
from the Systems Analysis and Design class 
participated in their first Imagine Cup 

competition in February and March.  Microsoft 
created the Imagine Cup nine years ago with the 
idea that students can work together to truly change 
the world around them. The competition spans 
one year, beginning with local, regional and online 
contests in over 100 countries/regions. The finalists 
go to the worldwide finals held in a different country 
every year. The competition brings students together, 
provides resources and opportunities for students to 
innovate on the latest technologies and provides new 
friendships that last well beyond the competition.

Students who participated in the competition 
stated how challenging yet rewarding the competi-
tion was.  They also said that it gave them a chance 
to interact with a diverse group of people and to be 

Nicholls students experience first ever Imagine Cup

Systems Analysis Design class in White Hall lab.

exposed to valuable concepts and ideas.  In addition, 
some of the students felt that team building, coupled 
with information sharing, were among the greatest 
lessons learned.  The competition allows students to 
learn and collaborate by applying their imagination, 
creativity and passion to technology innovations that 
can serve as a global influence.

While no team from Nicholls advanced in the 
competition, the students did a great job. Many 
students who participated in the competition 
gained valuable knowledge about the IT industry, 
experienced team building and used their critical 
thinking skills to solve important issues regarding 
education, the environment and technology glo-
balization.  Many times, students who participate in 
the program go on to form their own companies or 
secure internships with some of the world’s foremost 
technology companies. • 
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On the evening of April 10, the College of Business hosted its 41st Annual Honors Banquet in 
the Cotillion Ballroom of Bollinger Memorial Student Union honoring its outstanding stu-
dents. Justice John Weimer, associate justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court, served as master 

of ceremonies, entertaining the almost 350 attendees. This was Weimer’s 21st year serving as master of 
ceremonies. This year’s event set a new record for attendance, and the College awarded the largest amount 
of scholarships/awards in the banquet’s history.

The banquet is held each spring to honor the best and the brightest CBA students and outstanding 
faculty. Below is a list of scholarships that were awarded along with students who were recognized for 
making the honor roll, dean’s and president’s lists. 

Inductees into Beta Alpha Psi, the accounting honor society, and Beta Gamma Sigma, the business 
honor society, were also recognized. Each year Beta Gamma Sigma also invites an outstanding busi-
nessperson to join as an honorary member. This year’s honor went to Robert Naquin of Capital One.

Scholarships presented at the CBA 41st Annual Honors Banquet:
Association of Government Accountants Scholarships, The Institute of Management Accountants 

Scholarship, South Central Chapter of the Louisiana Society of CPAs Scholarships, Louisiana Society 
of CPAs Scholarships, Mr. and Mrs. O.J. Cenac Scholarship, Mike Bauer Scholarship, Glenn Walters 
Marketing Scholarship, Bayou Chapter Medical Managers Scholarship, Bayou Society of Human Resource 
Management Scholarship, James J. Buquet, Jr. Business Scholarships, L.J. Hebert, Jr. Banking Scholarship, 
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network Scholarships, Norman Swanner “Big Boy” Memorial Business 
Scholarship, Clift Gresham Memorial Scholarship, Dr. Ridley J. Gros Scholarship, Gerald Gaston Col-
lege of Business Scholarships, Becker Scholarship for Success, the South Central Chapter of Louisiana 
Society of CPAs Scholarship and the Beta Gamma Sigma Scholarship. •

The College of Business honors banquet

Louisiana Supreme Court Justice John Weimer (far 
right) was the master of ceremonies for the 41st 
Annual Honors Banquet.

Robert Naquin of Captial One, this year’s Beta 
Gamma Sigma honoree, addresses the students, 
parents, faculty and staff at the honors banquet.

Dr. Kevin Breaux (right) presents Dustin Cavalier (left) with a Becker Professional Education Scholarship for 
Success Award, one of only 50 scholarships that Becker awards throughout the United States.

The eighth annual Bayou 
Sales Challenge winners

Last October, the College of Business 
hosted its eighth annual Bayou Sales 
Challenge, a two-day intercollegiate sales 

role-play competition.  The competition featured 
students from Nicholls, LSU, Southeastern, 
Southern, UL-Lafayette, UNO and Xavier. Dur-
ing the sales challenge, students have a chance 
to compete against each other and demonstrate 
their selling skills via sales role-plays. Students 
competed on an individual level and on a team 
level, representing their university. The objec-
tive—practice good selling skills and serve the 
customer well. LSU won the team competition 
and the Nicholls team was the runner-up.

The College of Business wishes to thank the 
Bayou Sales Challenge premier sponsors: Capital 
One, Northwestern Mutual Financial Network, 
Republic Finance and State Farm. Thanks also to 
the following partner sponsors: Fastenal, Ryder 
and UniFirst.

Pictured from left are Gavin Filasek, Northwestern 
Mutual; Sarah Balladares, LSU student; Doug 
Robichaux, State Farm; LSU students Phil Toups, 
Katie Mashburn and Emily Bowie; and Katherine 
Dantin, Northwestern Mutual.

Pictured from left are Becky Gustafson, North-
western Mutual; Ty Wallace, Nicholls student and 
the Bayou Sales Challenge individual champion; 
Jean-Michel Moise, Southern student and the 
individual runner-up; and Kyle Fenton, Republic 
Finance.
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Where are they now…
Gary J. Viola – BS ’84, Economics; Self employed, living in Kapolei, a small 

town just outside of Honolulu, Hawaii, was just accepted into grad 
school at Hawaii Pacific University. 

Barbara Ann Watts – BS ’99, Accounting; Partner, Darnall, Sikes, Gardes 
& Frederick, Morgan City, LA.

Jennifer M. Schwertz – BS ’04, Marketing; MBA, ’07; Business Strategy 
and Processes Advisor, Grand Isle Shipyard Inc., Raceland, LA.

Gregory Jude Borne – BS ’79, Business; Vice President, Community Bank, 
Houma, LA.

Herbert B. Kimble – BS ’75, Business; Business Development Manager, 
C&D Production Specialist, Larose, LA.

Jace Duet –  BS ’02, CIS; Currently resides in Trophy Club, TX.
Todd Pellegrin – BS ’88, Personnel Administration; MBA ’90; Vice Presi-

dent, Hercules Offshore, Houston, TX.
Paul Wernich – AS ’95, Business; Counselor, Fairview Treatment Center, 

Bayou Vista, LA.  After earning his 2nd degree from Nicholls, he went 
to work in the substance abuse field where he has been now for nearly 
five years. 

Barry Maricelli – BS ’80, Business; Currently resides in Lake Havasu City, 
AZ.

Danielle Marie Savin – BS ’03, CIS; Account Specialist, Enterprise, Jack-
sonville, FL.

Gary Bolden – BS ’75, Business; Pastor Program Director/Chaplain, St. 
Charles Sheriff Department, Killona, LA.

Dianne Daigle Babin – AS ’85, Office Administration; Administrative 
Assistant, United Steelworkers, LA. Her daughter will be attending 
Nicholls on a basketball scholarship.

Glenn Diedrich – BS ’70, Business; Owner, Cycle World, Houma, LA. 
Recently elected president of Colonels Athletic Association.

Jon L. Walker – BS ’89, Business; CIO, Cardiovascular Institute of the 
South, Houma, LA.

Randell Marc Naquin – BS ’88, Accounting; Staff Analyst, City of Houston, 
Houston, TX. 

Cynthia L. Daigle – BS ’94, Accounting; Accounting Manager, Wood 
Group Production Services, Houma, LA. 

Edward J. Daigle – BS ’78, Business; Senior Vice President- Louisiana Op-
erations, USI Insurance Services Inc., Houma, LA. Recently promoted 
to senior vice president for Louisiana Operations of USI Insurance 
Services, the largest privately held insurance broker in the U.S.

Jay Paul Gautreaux – BS ’90, Accounting; Deputy Product Manager, 
Department of the Army, Huntsville, AL. Retired lieutenant colonel 
from the U.S. Army on 21 Mar 2010.

Roxane Marie Larousse – BS ’83, Accounting; Internal Auditor and CPA, 
Lafourche Parish School Board, Thibodaux, LA.

Mike J. Daigle –BS ’81, Accounting; CEO, Lula-Westfield LLC, Pain-
courtville, LA. CEO of a company that owns and operates 2 raw sugar 
factories in South Louisiana and 20,000 acres of land.

Several College of Business faculty, staff and students showed their support for 
the Myron Wright Foundation’s 4th Annual Walk-A-Thon in November. Myron 
Wright (center) came to the College of Business in fall 2005 after sustaining a 
neck injury during a Thibodaux High School football game in 2002. Proceeds 
from the Walk-A-Thon help fund Myron’s participation in the Project Walk spinal-
cord-rehabilitation program in California.

The college shows support for Myron Wright

The college thanks the following 
faculty who are retiring

Dr. Bruce McManis, professor of finance 
and head of the department of finance and 
economics

Dr. McManis began his career with the Col-
lege of Business in 1978 and has served as 
department head since 1991. 

Dr. Benny Zachry, professor of accounting

Dr. Zachry joined the College of Business 
faculty in 1993 and has been teaching 
accounting courses at the graduate and 
undergraduate levels.

Dr. Sonya Premeaux, associate professor 
of management and associate dean for the 
College of Business 

Dr. Premeaux previously worked at McNeese 
and was hired by Nicholls in 2003. She has 
served as associate dean of the College of 
Business since 2005.

We appreciate your years of service to Louisiana and all 
that you have done for the College of Business at Nicholls!
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10000-3611-733699-41

Tell us how you are doing!
Help us keep up with what College of Business Administration alumni are doing by filling out this form and returning it to the address below. 
We'll use the information in the upcoming Inside The College of Business Administration newsletter. You can also visit the Web site at www.
nicholls.edu/business and update us using the link provided.

Please print or type:

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_ ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Degree/Year graduated_________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone_ _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Employer_______________________________________________ Job title_ _____________________________________

Your news_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

_

_

_

Clip form and return to: Alumni News, P.O. Box 2015, 106 White Hall, Nicholls State University, Thibodaux, LA 70310 or go 

online at http://www.nicholls.edu/apps/business/alumni.php

We are going digital. Send us your e-mail address to business@nicholls.edu


