
Brilliant Corners
Advising University Honors Program 

Students



¾ The mission of the University Honors 

Program at Nicholls State University is to 

create enhanced educational 

experiences for a community of 

intellectually -curious and academically 

talented students by providing 

challenging and creative opportunities 

that foster a life -long love of learning.

Mission Statement



¾ Entering Freshmen: Composite ACT score of 25 or 
greater with each subscore of 20 or greater.

¾ Continuing Students: At least 12 hours of Nicholls 
degree course credit with a GPA of 3.2 or greater.

¾ Complete 24 hours of Honors Course Credit in any 
curriculum with semester and overall GPAs of 3.2 or 
greater.

How to Enter the Honors Program
(Two Ways)

How to Complete Honors Program
(One Way)



¾ Students may accumulate honors 
credit by:
üAdvanced placement (up to 6 hours)

üGeneral Education courses ðHonors 
equivalent 

üMandatory Honors courses 

üSpecialized Honors courses

üStudy Abroad courses 

üPetitioning for Honors credit               
in a regular course (up to                    
9 hours)

Earning Honors Credit



¾ Students may earn up                            

to 6 hours of credit

¾Credit may be earned                             

from ACT/SAT testing                                 

and Advanced Credit Testing (for 

courses where Honors classes are 

taught)

üExamples:  ENGL 101, ENGL 102, MATH 113

Earning Honors Credit
(Advanced Placement)



¾ ART 110ðHonors Art Appreciation

¾ ENGL 111ðHonors English Composition I

¾ ENGL 112ðHonors English Composition II

¾ ENGL 211ðHonors Studies in Literature and Culture

¾ HIST 105ðHonors Western Civilization I

¾ HIST 106ðHonors Western Civilization II

¾ HIST 160ðHonors World History I

¾ HIST 161ðHonors World History II

¾ GOVT 111ðHonors American National Government

¾ MATH 113ðHonors Pre-Calculus

¾ MATH 114ðHonors Trigonometry

¾ MUS 107ðHonors Music Appreciation

¾ SOCI 155ðHonors Introductory Sociology

¾ SPCH 105ðHonors Public Speaking

Earning Honors Credit
(General Education Course Equivalents)



¾ Honors students must complete the 

following

üHUMA 111 ðHonors Forum (repeated twice)

üHONR 401 ð

Honors Prospectus

üHONR 402 ð

Honors Thesis

¾ Honors Theses are 

presented at Honors 

Thesis Research 

Symposium

Earning Honors Credit
(Mandatory Honors Courses)



¾ BIOL 372 ðHonors Special Topics in Biology

üGenomic Endocrinology (2007)

üUnanswered Questions in Bioscience (2008)

¾ BIOL 406 ðHonors Biology Colloquium

¾HONR 321 ðHonors Service

¾NURS 385 ðTopics in Global Health

Earning Honors Credit
(Specialized Honors Courses)



¾HUMA 381 ðHonors Study Abroad I

üEngland (est. 2001)

üMid May ðMid June

üFor Juniors with 13 or more honors credits 
and commitment to thesis

Earning Honors Credit
(Honors Study Abroad Courses)



¾HUMA 481 ðHonors Study Abroad II

üCosta Rica (est. 2006)

üMid December 

üFor Seniors with 16 or more honors credits 

and thesis presentation

Earning Honors Credit
(Honors Study Abroad Courses)



Earning Honors Credit
(Newly Created Honors Courses)

¾ ART 393 ðHonors Readings in Art History

¾ BIOL 124 ðHonors Human Anatomy and 

Physiology I

¾ BIOL126 ðHonors Human Anatomy and 

Physiology II

¾ PHSC 406 ðHonors Colloquium in the 

Physical Sciences



¾ Students may receive credit for a non -honors 
course by completing additional course 

requirements

¾ Requirements will be designed by the course 
instructor and undertaken by the student.

üSpecial or extra research paper 

üSpecial or extra project (group or individual)

üInterdisciplinary or multidisciplinary research

üFormal presentation (PowerPoint)

üTeach a segment of the course to the other students

üService learning component

Earning Honors Credit
(Petition for Honors Credit)



Earning Honors Credit
(Petition for Honors Credit)

¾Approval of Instructor, Instructorõs 

Department Head, and Dean are 

needed.

¾Director of Honors Program will verify that 

proposed requirements are consistent 

with mission of Honors Program.

¾ At conclusion of course, instructor will 

verify completion of additional 

requirements.



¾ Tracked on a 
semesterly basis

¾ Honors Advisors 
review progress 
with Honors 
students

¾ Honors students 
register on first 
day of early 
registration

University Honors Program Honors Credit Audit  

 

Student: ___________________________________________   Student No. ______________________    Academic Major: ________________________ 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CREDITS 1 HRS NOTES TRACKING  

Course Semester/Year Grade Credit Hrs   FALL                     # Honr Hrs: 

  P    Semester GPA:                 

  P    Cumulative GPA: 

                                                     Subtotal    SPRING               # Honr Hrs: 

REQUIRED HONORS CREDITS2   Semester GPA:                 

Course Semester/Year Grade Credit Hrs   Cumulative GPA: 

HUMA 111   1      TOTAL # HONORS HOURS:  

HUMA 111   1   FALL                     # Honr Hrs: 

HONR 401   1   Semester GPA:                 

HONR 402   3   Cumulative GPA: 

                                                     Subtotal 6   SPRING               # Honr Hrs: 

ELECTIVE HONORS CREDITS 3   Semester GPA:                 

Course Semester/Year Grade Credit Hrs   Cumulative GPA: 

ART 111   3      TOTAL # HONORS HOURS:  

ENGL 111   3   FALL                     # Honr Hrs: 

ENGL 112   3   Semester GPA:                 

ENGL 211   3   Cumulative GPA: 

GOVT 111   3   SPRING               # Honr Hrs: 

HIST 105   3   Semester GPA:                 

HIST 106   3   Cumulative GPA: 

HIST 160   3      TOTAL # HONORS HOURS:  

HIST 161   3   FALL                     # Honr Hrs: 

MATH 113   3   Semester GPA:                 

MATH 114   3   Cumulative GPA: 

MUS 107   3   SPRING               # Honr Hrs: 

SOCI 155   3   Semester GPA:                 

SPCH 105   3   Cumulative GPA: 

                                                     Subtotal       TOTAL # HONORS HOURS:  

RESTRICTED HONORS CREDIT S4   FALL                     # Honr Hrs: 

Course Semester/Year Grade Credit Hrs   Semester GPA:                 

BIOL 372   2   Cumulative GPA: 

BIOL 406   1   SPRING               # Honr Hrs: 

HUMA 381   6   Semester GPA:                 

HUMA 481   6   Cumulative GPA: 

NURS 385   3      TOTAL # HONORS HOURS:  

Other      FALL                     # Honr Hrs: 

                                                     Subtotal    Semester GPA:                 

HONORS PETITION CREDITS 5   Cumulative GPA: 

Course Semester/Year Grade Credit Hrs   SPRING               # Honr Hrs: 

      Semester GPA:                 

      Cumulative GPA: 

         TOTAL # HONORS HOURS:  

                                                     Subtotal     

*** Grand Total Honors Credit ***      
 

Projected Topic of Honors Thesis (HONR 401-402): 

 

 

Projected Honors Thesis Faculty Advisor: 

Projected Semester and Year of Graduation with the Honors Award: 

 

1 You will earn up to six (6) hours of honors credit for advanced placement or successful advanced testing.  The course for which you have received advanced 

credit must have an equivalent honors course (i.e., English I, English II, trigonometry, sociology). 
2 You must complete two sessions of HUMA 111 and HONR 401-402 to complete the Honors Program. 
3 These courses are honors equivalents of general education courses suitable for credit toward all undergraduate degrees, except in minor cases (i.e., HIST 105-

106 is not applicable toward the baccalaureate in education, but HIST 160-161 is acceptable in those cases).  Some curricula will accept a set of three HUMA 

111 courses as a substitute for one three-hour humanities elective. 
4 Enrollment in these honors courses is restricted to students in specific degree programs or are otherwise limited by eligibility. 
5 You may petition for up to nine (9) credit hours of honors credit in non-honors courses. 

Honors Credit Audit Form 



¾ Fall Semesters

üENGL 111

üENGL 112

üHIST 105

üHIST 160

üBIOL 406

üHONR 401

¾ Spring Semesters

üENGL 112

üENGL 211

üHIST 106

üHIST 161

üMUS 107

üHUMA 111

üBIOL 372

üHONR 402

Typical Sequencing of 
Honors Courses



¾What they areé

üSmall classroom sizes (25 or fewer students)

üMore engaging, different, and deeper

üActively involved in learning process and 

critical thinking

üCreative ways of enhancing and enriching 
learning

¾What they arenõté

üNot harder, excessive volume of work

Honors Courses



¾ Thesis Certificate

üUpon successful public defense of thesis

¾ Transcript Certification

üUpon completing all curricular requirements

Recognition of Completers



¾Honors Award Medal

üUpon successful 

completion of all 
curricular 

requirements, worn at 

graduation

¾Commencement 

Recognition

üFrom podium and in 
program

Recognition of Completers


