English 468 3-3-0. Prerequisite: C or better in English 102 and junior standing. Application of writing skills to specialized tasks in technical and scientific areas. Individual and collaborative writing projects.
Assistant Professor Windy Rachal 

	Email 

	windy.rachal@nicholls.edu 


	Work Phone 
	448-4207 


	Office Location 

	Peltier 242G 


	Office Hours 
	MW 10:00-12:55 and TH 9:00-12:00 


	Personal Link 

	http://www.nicholls.edu/engl-wsr/ 


	Notes
Appointments encouraged as professors often have committee meetings during office hours. 
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Course Materials
Penrose, AM, and Katz, SB. (2004). Writing in the Sciences: Exploring Conventions of Scientific Discourse. 2nd ed. New York: Pearson Longman. (Companion site: www.ablongman.com/penrose)
Williams, J. (2005). Style: Ten Lessons in Clarity and Grace. 8th ed. New York: Pearson Longman.
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  Objectives
ENGL 468, a core curriculum course, fulfills three hours of the nine-hour general education requirement in the core proficiency skill area of writing and is thus designed to enable students to meet the following broad outcomes.
Graduates will be able

· to use the English language effectively, writing with clarity, coherence, and persuasiveness. 

· to understand, to analyze, and to evaluate readings from a variety of texts and to apply that learning to academic, personal, and professional contexts. 

· to think critically, independently, and creatively so that they can make informed and logical judgments of the arguments of others, arrive at reasoned and meaningful arguments and positions, and formulate and apply ideas to new contexts. 

· to locate, access, analyze, and utilize information that facilitates learning and critical inquiry and to adhere to the standards of academic honesty in their use of that information.

For further explanation of the learning objectives associated with these goals, go to http://www.nicholls.edu/gened/goal_objectives.html. 

ENGL 468 meets these goals by the following course-specific student learning outcomes:

· Achieve basic technical writing skills necessary for communication in the modern world 

· Develop a clear, accurate, and precise writing style

· Recognize and apply accurate citation of literature sources

· Compose manuscripts using scientific-technical style

· Compose a major manuscript based on literature research and analysis

· Master techniques of proper presentation in the scientific world.
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  Policies
Documentation
All writing that incoporates sources must be properly documented in CBE style. Guidelines are provided through the course Blackboard site. While some documentation will be covered in class, students are expected to be able to use documentation accurately by Junior/Senior level. Inaccurate citations and documentation often leads to unethical practices (plagiarism) and will count against the student whether intentional or not.
Attendance
Students are expected to attend every class meeting and work for the duration exclusively on ENGL 468 assignments. Regular attendance affects overall course performance in that participation in activities/discussion is critical to success and can affect the final course grade. A student with 4 or more unexcused absences may be administratively dropped from the class.

Make–ups
Late assignments will be penalized at the rate of one letter grade per late day. Students must make back-up copies of their work on separate disks as disk failure will not be an excuse for incomplete or late work. Assignments may be turned in via email/dropbox if a student cannot attend class to deliver it. 

Cheating
Any work submitted that is not the student's own will receive a grade of zero. The student will also be subject to the disciplinary procedures and penalties detailed in the Code of Student Conduct. These include failure from the course and expulsion from the university. Examples include but are not limited to the following:

· Submitting an assignment substantially created by another student (a current or former student's work) 

· Taking material from a published or other source and not documenting the source. 

· Modeling the language of your work after the examples in your text or any other text. 

· Obtaining or attempting to obtain access to an exam prior to its being given.

Turnitin.com
By taking this course, students agree that all assignments are subject to submission to Turnitin.com, an online plagiarism prevention and detection service. All work submitted to Turnitin.com will be added to its database of papers. Turnitin’s privacy policy and a description of the service are available on its website. Specifically, this service compares your paper with Internet webpages, articles in databases, and all papers previously submitted from this university or any other. Turnitin then either confirms the originality of your work or gives the source of plagiarism. In cases of detected plagiarism, the paper and supporting evidence will be handled in compliance with the Student Code of Conduct.

Classroom Conduct
Students should be respectful of peers and instructor: avoid tardiness, silence cell phones (unless urgent need), use laptops only for notetaking, and discuss any complaints during office hours (not in front of the class). Repetitive disruptive conduct may result in dismissal from the course or being fired from a group project.

Special Requirements for Students in the Honors Program
Students in the Honors Program may earn honors course credit in ENGL 468 by completing (1) a Petition for Honors Credit before the end of the second week of the semester and (2) a specially designed assignment. Please contact the instructor if you are interested.

Disability Accommodations
If a student has a documented disability that requires assistance, he or she will need to register with the Office of Disability Services for coordination of academic accommodations. The Office of Disability Services is located in Peltier Hall, Room 100-A. The phone number is (985) 448-4430 (TDD 449-7002).
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Grading
Grades are calculated as follows:
800-716 A
715-636 B
635-556 C
555-476 D
475-000 F

Grades are distributed among the following assignments:

Style exercises (120 pts)
Rhetorical analyses (240 pts)
Procedures (60 pts)
Literature Review (120 pts)
Scientific essay (200 pts)
Presentation (60 pts)
Bottom of Form

Disclaimer
The professor reserves the right to change the requirements of this course as outlined on this syllabus. In the event that such changes occur, an announcement will be made in the class. It is each student’s responsibility to keep up with such changes.

Schedule
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Weekly Schedule
Week
Beginning
Important Dates
Reading
Projects due
1

Aug 21

 

Introduction to Course, Syllabus, and Requirements and PK Ch 1 “Science as a Social Enterprise"

Get textbook

2

Aug 28

 

PK Ch 2 "Forums for Communication in Science" and W Style Part 1 "Style as Choice"

3

Sep 4

 

W Part 2 "Clarity"

W 3.4-3.7, 4.1, 4.3, 4.6, 5.1-5.3, and 6.1 (even #s) (60 pts)

4

Sep 11

 

W Part 3 "Grace"

W 7.1-7.4, 8.1-8.2, and 9.2-9.3 (even #s) (60 pts)

5

Sep 18

 

PK Ch 3 "Reading and Writing Research Reports"

PK Ch 2 Assign 7 (120 pts)

6

Sep 25

 

PK Ch 4 "Reviewing Prior Research"

7

Oct 2

 

PK Ch 6 "Writing Research Proposals" and W Epilogue 2 "Motivating Readers"

PK Ch 3 Assign 1 (120 pts)

8

Oct 9

Fall break

PK Ch 7 "Documenting Procedures and Guidelines"

9

Oct 16

 

PK Ch 8 "Communicating with Public Audiences"

PK Ch 7 Assign 1 (60 pts)

10

Oct 23

 

Continue Ch8 and workshops

PK Ch 4 Assigns 3 and 4 (120 pts)

11

Oct 31

 

PK Ch 9 "Considering Ethics in Scientific Communication" and W Part 4 "Ethics"

12

Nov 6

 

PK Ch 5 "Preparing Conference Presentations"

13

Nov 13

 

Workshop week

PK Ch 8 Assign 4 (200 pts)

14

Nov 20

Thanksgiving break

 

 

15

Nov 27

 

 Presentations

PK Ch 5 Assign 2 (60 pts)

16

Dec 4

 

Final exam week
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