English 003 - Developmental English Composition

Instructor:
Marla Bernard


Office:
121-I Peltier

Phone:
449-7190



Email:
marla.bernard@nicholls.edu

Office hours:
To be announced – will be posted on Blackboard

Teaching schedule:
English 102-1T (7:30-8:50 a.m.), English 102-2T (9-10:20 a.m.), English 264-3T (10:30-11:50 a.m.), English 101-5T (1:30-2:50 p.m.), English 003-WWW

Course title/description:
Developmental English Composition. 3-3-0. Prerequisite: Grade of C or better in English 002 or satisfactory score on placement test. Intensive review of grammar and the fundamentals of the short essay.

Required text:
Evergreen: A Guide to Writing with Readings 8th ed. Susan Fawcett.

Objectives:
Throughout the semester, the student will
- develop an understanding of sentence structure, sentence combining, and the organization and development of the short essay
- develop proofreading skills for spelling, mechanics, punctuation, and usage
- improve personal vocabulary skills
- develop self-confidence, maturity, and style in academic writing
- improve critical thinking through the application of the principles of grammar, usage, and organization
- develop a vocabulary of grammar and composition terms
- adequately prepare for English 101
Course requirements:
Students will write 10 essays and must have a passing average (70% or better) on those essays to pass the course. Daily work (quizzes, homework) are added after you reach the 70% essay average. Also, you must pass the final exam to pass the course.
Evaluation:   
Essays will be graded according to departmental standards. Students must make a C or better in English 003 to progress to English 101. 

Continued learning following

an extreme emergency:
In order to make continued learning possible following an extreme emergency, students are responsible for:
- reading regular emergency notifications on the NSU website

- knowing how to use and access Blackboard (or university designated electronic delivery system)

- being familiar with emergency guidelines

- evacuating textbooks and other course materials

- knowing their Blackboard (or designated system) student login and password

- contacting faculty regarding their intentions for completing the course

faculty are responsible for:

- their development in the use of the Blackboard (or designated) software

- having a plan for continuing their courses using only Blackboard and email

- continuing their course in whatever way suits the completion of the course best, and being creative in the continuation of these courses

- making adjustments or compensations to a student’s progress in special programs with labs, clinical sequences or the like only in the immediate semester following the emergency

Class procedures:
Below are important points that will be reiterated throughout the semester. Please ask if you have questions about any of the information below:
 


1. All information for the course will be posted on Blackboard. You are responsible for following the calendar and checking Blackboard at least three times a week.
2. Announcements will be posted regularly to advise you of additional material that you are to read and respond to if required. Additional assignments will be posted frequently during the semester. 
3. Due dates will be strictly adhered to. All assignments and essays must be submitted to me through the Digital Dropbox, unless otherwise indicated. Please note that computer problems do not excuse late work.
4. You must save all work in Microsoft Word. The Digital Dropbox does not support any other software program (such as Microsoft Works or WordPerfect).
5. I reserve the right to drop any student from this course if I do not hear from that student within any given week. A week-long absence from the course amounts to three unexcused absences, which is grounds for dismissal from the course. It is your responsibility to keep in touch with me. 
6. Scheduled quizzes will be available to you only on the dates listed in the class calendar. After that date, the quiz will be removed from the website and you will receive a 0.
Make-up policy:
This policy concerns all work (essays, quizzes and homework) submitted in this course:

1. All work has a strict deadline. Failure to meet the deadline will result in the following penalties:

a. Essays submitted late receive a 5-point deduction every day they are late until a passing grade becomes impossible.

b. Once quizzes have been removed from Blackboard, they cannot be made up. You will be notified ahead of time regarding the availability of quizzes; it is your responsibility to make time to take them when they are available.

c. Homework may not be turned in late.  

2. I allow you to turn in one essay late, no questions asked. In other words, you do not have to give a reason you’re turning in your essay late. Before or on the due date, however, you must send me an email with the words Late essay in the subject line. In the body of the email, let me know the date you plan to turn in that essay (must be within three days of the original due date). If that date passes and you have not submitted your essay, it will receive an automatic zero.

Computer requirements: 
You must use Microsoft Word to create and submit all documents. You should use Windows 95 (or later version) or Macintosh operating system with Pentium processor (100MHz minimum) or equivalent. You should have dialup access using 28.8 kbps or better modem or DSL access. Using the latest versions of Netscape Navigator or Internet Explorer is preferable. Your computer should have 32 MB or more of RAM. You should place all work (even if you don’t send it to me) in your Digital Dropbox; if there is a problem with your computer, you will always have access to those documents on any computer with an Internet connection. You should use your Nicholls email account when necessary.
Academic honesty:
The following practices are considered dishonest and unacceptable in English classes at Nicholls State University:

A. To use the words or ideas of another person without acknowledging the source. 

B. To copy printed materials (book, magazine, or newspaper articles) or electronic media without acknowledging the sources of your information or without placing direct quotes in quotation marks.

C. To allow someone else to proofread, correct, or write any part of any work submitted for a grade.

Items A, B and C involve the theft/misrepresentation of words, ideas, or information -- a dishonest practice called plagiarism. Since it is your responsibility to be completely honest in all written work, you may expect disciplinary action (failure in the course, possible dismissal from Nicholls) to be taken if you fail to maintain the required standards of honesty. 


By taking this course, students agree that all assignments are subject to submission to Turnitin.com, an online plagiarism prevention and detection service. All work submitted to Turnitin.com will be added to its database of papers. Turnitin's privacy policy and a description of the service are available at http://www.turnitin.com. Specifically, this service compares your paper with Internet web pages, articles in databases, and all papers previously submitted from this university or any other. Turnitin then either confirms the originality of your work or gives the source of plagiarism. In cases of detected plagiarism, the paper and supporting evidence will be handled in compliance with the Student Code of Conduct (http://www.nicholls.edu/life/policy/code_of_conduct.pdf).
Academic grievances:
The proper procedure for filing grade appeals or grievances related to academic matters is listed in Section 5 of the Code of Student Conduct and at the following link:  http://www.nicholls.edu/documents/student_life/code_of_conduct.pdf.
Accommodations:  
Students with a physical or learning disability should speak with their instructor as soon as possible and provide written documentation showing proof that they have registered with the Office of Disability Services located in 100-A Peltier (phone 448-4430).

Other Services: 
The Writing Center provides free support (tutoring) for students enrolled in English courses. The Writing Center is located in 160 Beauregard Hall, is open Monday-Friday, and has consultants who are experienced English 003 instructors (Linda Stanga and Denise Bostic). Also, general tutoring is available through University College’s Tutorial and Academic Enhancement Center (located in 154 Beauregard) in a variety of subjects including mathematics, biology, chemistry, physics, and foreign language. 

Conferences:
Students are encouraged to schedule conferences with the instructor for additional assistance with their writing or any subject matter being covered in class.

Finally…
Every effort has been made to include all pertinent information related to your responsibilities and expectations as a student in this class; however, no one document could completely cover all aspects of a class. As such, your instructor may add, modify, or omit information as she deems necessary. Rest assured that students will be informed and reminded of any such changes in a fair and timely manner. Please feel free to ask any questions about the material covered in this syllabus now or at any time during the semester.
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