English 256—Poetry and Drama—Intersession 2008
Instructor: Mrs. Becky LeBlanc

Office Location: 246J Peltier  Office Phone: 448-4204

Email Address: becky.leblanc@nicholls.edu
NOTE: Basic computer literacy is required for students enrolled in a WWW class
Course Description: Poetry and Drama. 3-3-0. Prerequisite: Completion of freshman English. General introduction to study and appreciation of poetry and drama.

(Not for credit toward a major or minor in English.)  (23.0801)

General Education Student Learning Outcomes
English 256, a core curriculum course, fulfills three hours of the nine-hour general education requirement in the core proficiency skill area of critical thinking, reading, and writing and is thus designed to enable students to meet the following broad outcomes:

Graduates will be able to

· Use the English language effectively, writing with clarity, coherence, and persuasiveness.

· Understand, analyze, and evaluate readings from a variety of texts and to apply that learning to academic, personal, and professional contexts.

· Think critically, independently, and creatively so that they can make informed and logical judgments of the arguments of others, arrive at reasoned and meaningful arguments and positions, and formulate and apply ideas to new contexts.

· Locate, access, analyze, and utilize information that facilitates learning and critical inquiry and to adhere to the standards of academic honesty in their use of that information.

Course Objectives:


To introduce the genres of poetry and drama by the reading and study of poems and plays representing different formal techniques, as well as historical and cultural responses.


To introduce students to various cultural and literary ideas and concepts expressed through poetry and drama with the hope of having literature provide the opportunity for dialogue with themselves and others on matters concerning their culture and their lives.


To help students to learn how to read a text closely, thereby helping them to improve their reading, interpretive, and communicative skills.


To continue to develop writing skills through the writing of analytical essays.

Course Requirements:

Daily reading assignments
Participation in Discussion Board Forums on reading assignments 
4 quizzes on reading assignments (3 drama, 1 poetry)

1 essay test (drama)

2 essays (1 poetry, 1 drama)

1 objective test (drama)

2 exams (poetry)
Required Text:
Drama: A Pocket Anthology
R. S. Gwynn

Penguin Academics

The Norton Anthology of Poetry (Compact Edition)
Grades will be determined as follows:
Reading Tests:

Oedipus




(50 points)

Glass Menagerie



(50 points)

Death of a Salesman



(50 points)

Total:






(150 points)

Exams:

Drama 1




(120 points)

Drama 2




(130 points)

Poetry 1




(100 points)

Poetry 2




(100 points)

Total:






(450 points)

Essay :

Drama





(100 points)

Poetry





(100 points) 

10 Discussion Board Forums:

(25 points each)

Total:






(250 points)

Your grade at any time during the semester can be determined by dividing your total number of points by the total possible points.  A=90-100; B=80-90; C=70-80; D=60-70; F=below 60. Grades for each assignment will be posted on GradeBook.
Special Instructions
1. All notes and assignments will be posted on the Blackboard Website. You are responsible for checking the Blackboard Website daily. 

2. Announcements will be posted regularly to advise you of additional material that you are to read and respond to if required. Additional assignments will be posted frequently during the semester. 

3. Due dates will be strictly adhered to. All assignments and essays must be submitted to me through the Drop-Box, unless otherwise indicated on the syllabus. You must save ALL work in MICROSOFT WORD. Drop-Box does not support any other software program. 

4. I reserve the right to drop any student from this course if I do not hear from that student within any given week. A week-long absence from the course amounts to five unexcused absences which is grounds for dismissal from the course. It is your responsibility to keep in touch with me. My email address is: becky.leblanc@nicholls.edu
5. To receive points for Discussion Board Forums, you must submit a thoughtful response to the prompt and reply to at least two of the posts from other students in the class. 
Cheating Policy:

Any work submitted that is not the student’s own will receive a grade of zero.  The student will also be subject to the disciplinary procedures and penalties detailed in the Code of Student Conduct. 


English 256

 2008 Intersession

Course Schedule

May

14
Introduction to Drama

Greek Drama – Notes on Oedipus
15
Assignment: Oedipus Prologue, Scenes 1 & 2 (pages 43-55)


Quiz & Discussion Board

16
Assignment: Oedipus Scenes 3 & 4 and Exodus (pages 55-64)


Quiz & Discussion Board

19
Oedipus:  Essay Test
20
Assignment: The Glass Menagerie  


Quiz & Discussion Board

21 ESSAY DUE: The Glass Menagerie 
22 Assignment: Death of a Salesman 

Objective Test & Discussion Board

23
Assignment: Selected Poetry of Marlowe, Shakespeare, Donne, Herrick 


Discussion Board Forum

26
Assignment: Selected Poetry of Marvell, Blake, Burns, Herbert, Lovelace


Discussion Board Forum
27
POETRY TEST 1
28
Assignment: Selected Poetry of Wordsworth, Whitman


Discussion Board Forum
29
Assignment: Selected Poetry of Dickinson, Frost, Pound, Eliot


Discussion Board Forum

      30
Assignment: Selected Poetry of Owen, Cummings, Thomas


Discussion Board Forum

JUNE
2
FINAL EXAM

POETRY TEST 2       

NOTE: This is a tentative schedule and is subject to change. Students are responsible for being present in class to receive schedule changes. 

