

English 255



Nicholls State University


ENGL255.  Short Stories and Novels. 3-3-0.  Prerequisite:  Completion of freshman English.  General introduction to study and appreciation of the short story novel.  (Not for credit toward a major or minor in English.)  (23.0801)

NOTE:  Basic computer literacy is required for students enrolled in a WWW class.

Course Description:
English 255 introduces the study and appreciation of the short story and novel.  Students will read and respond to short stories and novels by writers of different eras and diverse backgrounds and look at how these writings are representative of or divergent from the traditional forms of these genres. Students will review the major elements of fiction (plot, setting, narrative voice, characterization, style, and theme) and significant literary movements (romanticism, realism, naturalism, modernism, and post-modernism) in order to enhance their understanding of the literature.  Close readings of texts also will help students improve their ability to think critically and analytically, while at the same time providing them with insights about the human condition.  Through a series of quizzes, written responses, and examinations, students will be evaluated on comprehension and further development of writing skills.

Course Objectives:

· To understand, analyze, and evaluate fiction and to apply that learning to academic, personal, and professional contexts.

· To think critically, independently, and creatively so that they can make informed and logical judgments of the arguments of others, arrive at reasoned and meaningful arguments and positions, and formulate and apply ideas to new contexts.

· To locate, access, analyze, and utilize information that facilitates learning and critical inquire and to adhere to the standards of academic honesty in their use of that information.

· To use the English language effectively, writing with clarity, coherence, and persuasiveness.

· To read literature for the purpose of appreciation and to encourage an awareness of cultural diversity and an examination of issues concerning personal values, ethics, and social awareness.

Required Texts:

The Norton Anthology of Short Fiction
A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Course Requirements:

1) Quizzes (20-30 points each) – short quizzes on the 10 assigned short stories

2) Novels (100 points each) – objective tests on the 2 assigned novels

3) Essays (100 points) – a three-page response to one of the assigned novels and two well-developed essays on a second novel and a short story
4) Tests (200 points) – two major tests (an objective and an essay test at mid-term and a combination objective/essay test at final)

10 Quizzes (20-30  points each) = approximately 250 points

2 Novel Tests (100 points each)= 200 points

3 Essays (100 points)=300 points

2 Tests (200 points)=400 points

Total Possible Points= approximately 1150

Special Instructions

· All notes and assignments will be posted on the Blackboard Website. You are responsible for logging into Blackboard daily and completing assignments.

· All assignments and essays must be submitted to me through Blackboard. Most of these written assignments will be submitted through the ASSIGNMENTS section of Blackboard. You must save ALL work in Microsoft Word. Blackboard does not support any other software program, i.e. Word Pad or Microsoft Works.
· I reserve the right to drop any student from the course if there is evidence that no work has been completed within any given week. It is your responsibility to keep in touch with me.

· Every assignment you submit to me must contain a proper heading: 



Name



Course



Description of assignment



Date

· After each reading assignment, you are responsible for the following:

1) Take the quiz for that assignment

2) Submit a response and two replies to other students on Discussion Board

3) Read the notes in the folder for that story.
Computer Requirements

Windows 95 or Macintosh operating system with Pentium processor (100MHz minimum) or equivalent

Dialup access to World-Wide Web (Internet) through 28.8 or better modem.

Internet Explorer or FireFox

32 MB of RAM memory or better.

Email account, preferable through Nicholls State University (provided to all NSU registered students.)

Plagiarism Policy
Any work submitted that is not the student's own will receive a grade of zero. Students will also be subject to the disciplinary procedures and penalties detailed in the Code of Student Conduct. The following English Department document details more specifically the nature and possible effect of plagiarism. 

Plagiarism Statement 
To the Students: 
The following practices are considered dishonest and unacceptable in English classes at Nicholls State University: 
A. to ask a classmate, relative, etc. to compose a paragraph, theme, or term paper. 
B. to copy printed materials (book, magazine, or newspaper articles, etc.) without acknowledging the sources of your information or without placing direct quotes in quotation marks. 
C. to use the words or ideas of another person without acknowledging the source. 
Items B and C involve the theft of words, ideas, or information--a dishonest practice which is called plagiarism. 

Since it is your responsibility to be completely honest in all written work, you may expect disciplinary action (failure in the course, possible dismissal from Nicholls) to be taken if you fail to maintain the required standards of honesty. A committee consisting of the Chair of Freshman English and two members of the English Department will consider evidence and explanations before making recommendations to your instructor and/or the University committee on discipline.

NOTE:  
"By taking this course, students agree that all assignments are subject to submission to Turnitin.com, an online plagiarism prevention and detection service. All work submitted to Turnitin.com will be added to its database of papers. Turnitin's privacy policy and a description of the service are available at http://www.turnitin.com. Specifically, this service compares your paper with Internet webpages, articles in databases, and all papers previously submitted from this university or any other. Turnitin then either confirms the originality of your work or gives the source of plagiarism. In cases of detected plagiarism, the paper and supporting evidence will be handled in compliance with the Student Code of Conduct (http://www.nicholls.edu/life/policy/code_of_conduct.pdf)."
Americans with Disabilities Act

If you have a documented disability that requires assistance, you will need to register with the Office of Disability Services for coordination of your academic accommodations.  The Office of Disability Services is located in Peltier Hall, Room 100-A.  The phone number is (985)-448-4430 (TDD 449-7002). 

COURSE SCHEDULE—255WWW

Summer Mini-Term B 2008

July 7

Read “The Veldt” by Ray Bradbury 

Read the Commentary in Documents
Take Quiz 
Submit: Discussion Board Response and Replies
July 8
Read “The Enormous Radio” by John Cheever

Read the Commentary in Documents

Take Quiz 

Submit: Discussion Board Response and Replies

July 9

Read “Babylon Revisited” by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Read Commentary in Documents
Take Quiz 

Submit: Discussion Board Response & Reply

July 10-11
Submit: Essay on “Babylon Revisited” 

July 14

Read “Great Falls” by Richard Ford

Read Commentary in Documents

Take Quiz

Submit: Discussion Board Response & Replies

July 15

 Submit: “Great Falls” Assignment

July 16

A Farewell to Arms (Books 1 & 2)

Read: Notes on Hemingway in folder
Submit: Assignment to Discussion Board (see Blackboard for instructions)


July 17
A Farewell to Arms  (Book 3)

Test on A Farewell to Arms
July 18
Writing Assignment:  A Farewell to Arms

July 21
Read: “The Open Boat” by Stephen Crane

Take Quiz

Read Commentary

Submit: Discussion Board response & replies
July 22

Read “The Things They Carried” by Tim O’Brien 
Take Quiz

Read Commentary
Submit Discussion Board response & replies
July 23
Read “The Horse Dealer’s Daughter” by D.H.Lawrence
Take Quiz

Read Commentary
Submit: Discussion Board response & replies

July 24

Read: Fahrenheit 451  by Ray Bradbury 

Take Test

July 25

Essay on Fahrenheit 451
July 28

Read: “The Story of an  Hour” by Kate Chopin 
Take Quiz

Submit Discussion Board response & replies
July 29

Read: “The Lady with the Dog” by Anton Chekhov

Take Quiz

Read Commentary
Submit: Discussion Board response & replies 

July 30

Read “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Gilman

Take Quiz

Discussion Board Response
July 31 
FINAL EXAM

The final exam will be a cumulative test on all of the stories we have read this semester (objective and essay).

