
COURSE SYLLABUS:  ENGLISH 102

Mrs. Becky LeBlanc

Nicholls State University

Course Description
Engl 102- English Composition II. (3-3-0). Prerequisite: Credit in ENGL101 or satisfactory score on placement test. Further development of expository writing and critical thinking, with an introduction to research and the literary genres. A grade of C or better in ENGL 102 is required for graduation. (23.0401)

General Education Student Learning Outcomes
English 102, a core curriculum course, fulfills three hours of the nine-hour general education requirement in the core proficiency skill area of writing and is thus designed to enable students to meet the following broad outcomes:
Graduates will be able to
· Use the English language effectively, writing with clarity, coherence, and persuasiveness.
· Understand, analyze, and evaluate readings from a variety of texts and to apply that learning to academic, personal, and professional contexts.
· Think critically, independently, and creatively so that they can make informed and logical judgments of the arguments of others, arrive at reasoned and meaningful arguments and positions, and formulate and apply ideas to new contexts.
· Locate, access, analyze, and utilize information that facilitates learning and critical inquire and to adhere to the standards of academic honesty in their use of that information.
Office Hours & Location
Instructor: Becky J. LeBlanc 
Office location: Peltier 246 
Office phone: 448-4204
Correspondence by email is preferred
Email: becky.leblanc@nicholls.edu
Text Requirements
Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama (Compact Edition)
X. J. Kennedy and Dana Giroir

The Awakening by Kate Chopin
Student Outcome Objectives

1. Students will expand writing skills from the simple expository assignments of English 101 to the more demanding argumentative essay requiring independent thought, critical thinking, and application skills. 
2.  Students will use methods of critical analysis and argument for the development of analytical and argumentative skills. 
3. Students will learn methods of research and the writing of the research paper. 
continue to develop mechanical competence, concentrating on improving diction, sentence variety, style, and other advanced strategies of effective writing. 
4. Students will be introduced to literature for the purpose of appreciation and to encourage an awareness of cultural diversity and an examination of issues concerning personal values, ethics, and social awareness.

Shared Writing & Collaboration
This course is intended to help you become a better writer. Your written work will be read and critiqued by other students during the semester. It may also be used by me for teaching purposes. When your written work is presented to the whole class, it will be without your name on it, but when your small group edits your work, they will know who the writer is. Peer response and criticism is a very important part of becoming a better writer. Seeing what other students are writing will also help you to improve your own writing and to get ideas for your own essays. You must be willing to work with others in this class and to accept suggestions and criticism from others.

Course Requirements
A total of four papers plus a research paper will be assigned and graded according to English department policy. All of the essays will require preparation in the form of rough drafts which will be read and critiqued by other students. Rough drafts and revisions may be analyzed by the instructor and/or other students for instruction purposes. Evidence of careful revision based on suggestions from other students and the instructor will be part of the final grade. Students will also be given quizzes on all reading assignments. Quizzes will be designed to evoke thoughtful responses indicating the student's ability to think critically about the text. Discussion Board posts will be required after each reading assignment. The posts must be thoughtful and well-written. To get credit for Discussion Board forums, students must also respond to at least two posts from other students. 
Computer Work
This is a computer course, which means that you should have basic computer skills. All of your essays must be typed and in correct manuscript form. All work must be saved as a Microsoft Word Document. 
Make-Up Policy
Due dates for all assignments are indicated on the class syllabus. Assignments should be posted on Blackboard by the dates listed. Late essays may be penalized by as much as 10 points per day. 

Evaluation
Each composition will be graded as to how well it fulfills the assignment, as to the quality and organization of the thought presented, as to how well syntax and diction complement that thought, and as to the degree of grammatical and mechanical competence achieved. The Handbook of Freshman English states, "All compositions must show an acceptable command of language and knowledge of proper writing mechanics. No matter how comprehensive or penetrating the content, a composition should not ordinarily receive a grade higher than the writing warrants." 

Your final grade will consist of grades received from: 
3 essays + Research Paper (100 points each)=400 points 
Final Exam (200 points)=200 points 
6 quizzes (20-30 points each)= 120-200 points 
Discussion Board=25 points each
Assignments (10-15 points each) 
 
Total possible points = 900-1000 points 

Your grade will be determined by dividing your total number of points by the total possible points. 
Grades will be posted regularly on this Blackboard site. You may access only your own grades using your own private password.

Attendance Policy
Regular participation on Blackboard is crucial to the successful completion of English 102. If there are special circumstances which cause you to be off of Blackboard for several days, please notify me so that I will know you are still in the course. 
Completion of each day's assignment is a must. All writing assignments will directly and explicitly relate to the readings assigned, the Discussion Board forums, and the homework assignments prior to the essay.

Manuscript Requirements
Essays must be 1000-1200 words in length and typed (double-spaced). This includes rough drafts since they will be read and edited by other class members and must be legible. 

All papers should include the following information on the first 4 lines of the first page, starting at the left margin. Incorrect or missing headings will mean a 5-point deduction in your grade for that essay. All essays must also include a title, which should be centered on the line following the heading. Titles should not be underlined or in quotations. 
Name (last, first) 
Section number (1023MM) 
Essay number and description (Essay 2-Theme) 
Date

Research Paper
Preparation for the research paper will be divided into several parts. Each of the steps in the preparation process will be due on specified dates. If one of the steps is not turned in on that date, you will receive a zero for that particular item. There is a deadline for turning in the completed research paper. Your grade on the paper will be dropped one letter grade for each day that it is late. Failure to turn in a research paper 
will result in failure for the course since it is a course requirement. 

Research papers must be typed, double-spaced, 12 point font, with one-inch margins all around and must follow the exact format for research papers as detailed in The Little, Brown Handbook. The final paper should be 5 full pages of text (at least 1250 words). 

The research paper must include information cited from at least 4 secondary sources;  these sources will be provided for you on this web site. (The source from which you take your literature is not considered a secondary source.)

Cheating Policy
Any work submitted that is not the student's own will receive a grade of zero. The only pre-written work that my be used for in-class essays is the material that has been approved by me for that purpose. Students will also be subject to the disciplinary procedures and penalties detailed in the Code of Student Conduct. The following English Department document details more specifically the nature and possible effect of plagiarism. 

Plagiarism Statement 
To the Students: 
The following practices are considered dishonest and unacceptable in English classes at Nicholls State University: 
A. to ask a classmate, relative, etc. to compose a paragraph, theme, or term paper. 
B. to copy printed materials (book, magazine, or newspaper articles, etc.) without acknowledging the sources of your information or without placing direct quotes in quotation marks. 
C. to use the words or ideas of another person without acknowledging the source. 
Items B and C involve the theft of words, ideas, or information--a dishonest practice which is called plagiarism. 

Since it is your responsibility to be completely honest in all written work, you may expect disciplinary action (failure in the course, possible dismissal from Nicholls) to be taken if you fail to maintain the required standards of honesty. A committee consisting of the Chair of Freshman English and two members of the English Department will consider evidence and explanations before making recommendations to your instructor and/or the University committee on discipline.

Turnitin.com
"By taking this course, students agree that all assignments are subject to submission to Turnitin.com, an online plagiarism prevention and detection service. All work submitted to Turnitin.com will be added to its database of papers. Turnitin's privacy policy and a description of the service are available at http://www.turnitin.com. Specifically, this service compares your paper with Internet webpages, articles in databases, and all papers previously submitted from this university or any other. Turnitin then either confirms the originality of your work or gives the source of plagiarism. In cases of detected plagiarism, the paper and supporting evidence will be handled in compliance with the Student Code of Conduct (http://www.nicholls.edu/life/policy/code_of_conduct.pdf)."

Students with Disabilities
If you have a documented disability that requires assistance, you will need to register with the Office of Disability Service for coordination of your academic accommodations. The Office of Disability Services is located in Peltier Hall, Room 100-A. The phone number is (985)-448-4430 (TDD 449-7002).
