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LCTE FALL CONFERENCE

The Louisiana Council of Teachers of English
(LCTE) held its annual Fall Conference in
Alexandria, Louisiana, on October 27-28, 2006.
This conference allows English and language arts
teachers from across the state to learn innovative
ideas for their classrooms and to earn CLUs.

Session topics were quite diverse. Topics ranging
from traditional pedagogy to technology in the
classroom kept everyone interested. The Saturday
luncheon allowed everyone to meet and discuss
their sessions, making the conference even more
informative. The Saturday afternoon workshop was
led by Northwestern State University’s National
Writing Project Team.

Of course, let’s not forget the guest speaker at the
luncheon! Author Hope Coulter told the audience
her lively stories and kept the audience captivated.

Also at the luncheon, new officers were elected to
fill vacancies on the board.

A drawing for the many door prizes donated by
LCTE and by the Alexandria Tourist Commission
was held at the end of the luncheon.

The next LCTE Fall Conference will be held
October 26-27, 2007.

Important Dates:

English Expo: Mar. 3, 2007
Fall Conference: Oct. 26-27, 2007
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fellow LCTE members,

Happy New Year! I hope that all of you are beginning the new semester with fresh vigor and
excitement. First, I’d like to send a word of encouragement to those of you who are still
fighting the ravages of the hurricanes. I've heard from several teachers who are now battling
depression and fatigue on top of insurance companies and repair contractors. Even if there is
not a lot we can do long distance, know that our thoughts and prayers are with you.

Second, I'd like to introduce you all to a program that NCTE is pushing this year: state literary
maps. LCTE has created two in the past, and we investigated the possibility two years ago of
updating our last one. We ran into problems over what writers to include and also printing
costs. However, now the possibilities are wide open: this does not have to be a printed map; it
can be an online map. As an online project, it can be many pages; it can reference writers from
the past as well as the present, the famous as well as the less known, and essayists and
journalists as well as fiction writers. It can link to pages of writers on the web. Teachers and
students would be able to download and print whatever is relevant to their projects.

Though she has retired, librarian Fran Middleton has agreed to help with research, especially
with historical maps that we might be able to use as backgrounds. What we need are some
volunteers to work on compiling lists of writers and others who are knowledgeable about
creating web pages. If you are interested, please email me at jackie.jackson(@nicholls.edu.
Even if you just have a favorite writer you do not want overlooked, participate! It is easy to do
so by email.

Third, a reminder about EXPO: if you are at the high-school level, encourage your students and
fellow teachers to come. This is a statewide competition held this year on Saturday, February
24™ at LSU. Are you tired of football players getting all the trophies? Bring your students to
compete for medals and trophies and to have an exciting time.

Also, It is not too early to be planning to attend our fall conference. Save the last Friday and
Saturday of October for us: the 26" and 27". Plan on not only attending but sharing your
expertise with your fellow teachers. Many parishes are now paying for teachers to earn CLUs;
check with yours. We also still have scholarships available for teachers from hurricane areas.

Sincerely,

Jackie W. Jackson
LCTE President






