NSU Research Week – Student Poster Competition

1.) All students enrolled through December 2011 at Nicholls State University are eligible for this competition although, students may be lead author on only one poster entry.

2.) Only lead authors (listed first on abstract and poster) are eligible for the poster competitions.

3.) Only the lead author is eligible for prize awards.

4.) An abstract and poster may be entered under only one research category, either graduate or undergraduate.

5.) Electronic copies of abstracts must be submitted for undergraduate students by January 27, 2012, and for graduate students by February 10, 2012, prior to the poster competition.  Abstracts must be 150 words or fewer.  Please send an electronic version of your abstract including an abstract title, your department or field of study, contact information (name, phone number, street address, e-mail address), and level (graduate or undergraduate) at which you will be competing, in the body of an e-mail (i.e., not an attachment; abstracts sent as attachments will not be accepted) to the following e-mail address (happy.ridenour@nicholls.edu) by 9 am on January 27, 2012 for undergraduate students, and February 10, 2012 for graduate students.  Please include the following in your e-mail subject line (Student Research Week Competition).  Abstracts that are selected for the poster competition will be announced the following week.

6.) Only students that have submitted abstracts and have been approved for the poster competition will be eligible for the poster competition to be held on Tuesday, March 27, 2012 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm in the hall area of the Student Union.  Posters must be up in Bollinger Student Union by 9:00 am on Monday, March 26, 2012 and easels will be provided.  Students must be present for the poster competition.  Students are expected to stand next to their posters and to answer judges’ questions for the duration of the poster competition.  Awards for the poster competitions will be presented at a reception on Wednesday, March 28, 2012, from 4:30 – 5:30 pm in the Bowie Room of the Bollinger Student Union.

7.) Posters should be 48 inches wide by 42 inches high or 48 inches wide by 36 inches high and must contain a title, an abstract, and introduction, methods, results, conclusions, and literature cited sections.

8.) The following websites (and many others) may be useful for additional poster construction information but please be sure to follow attached guidelines (#9) for the Research Week Student Poster Competition.  

http://afs2011.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Guidelines-for-Designing-Posters-AFS-2011.pdf


http://www.asp.org/education/howto_onPosters.html
http://www.kumc.edu/SAH/OTEd/jradel/Poster_Presentations/PstrStart.html
http://www.tltc.ttu.edu/posters/How_to_Make_a_Poster_Using_PowerPoint.pdf

9.) Guidelines for abstracts are attached.
10.) Please see attached judging sheet for evaluation criteria and point values for poster competitions.

WRITTEN ABSTRACT

1. Abstracts should be 150 words or less in length and should be written using complete sentences in paragraph form and not as a bulleted list.

2. Abstracts should provide sufficient background to provide adequate context for the reader.

3. Title of the abstract and poster should be appropriate.

4. A statement of objectives should appear in the abstract.

5. Methods by which the data were obtained should be included.

6. Results should be provided within the abstract.

7. Conclusions and a summary of the research should be provided within the abstract.

8. Clarity and completeness should be accomplished within the abstract.

9. Spelling, grammar, and readability should be paramount in the writing style.

10. Scientific style should be used if applicable to the research.
CRITERIA FOR POSTER EVALUATION
Name: 
Category:  graduate or undergraduate            
Department:  

Title of Paper: 
	A.  Layout (0-5 pts each; 25 pts total)
	(Less Effective                               More Effective(

	
	Unsatisfactory

0
	Below average

1
	Average

2
	Good

3
	Very good

4
	Outstanding

5

	1. Does title effectively and concisely describe content?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Is theme of poster creatively implemented?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Are sections organized logically w/ a clear flow of information?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Is all text visible, spelled correctly and w/ correct grammar?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Is poster self-explanatory with main points clearly communicated w/o author presence?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total__________
	
	
	
	
	
	


	B.  Subject Matter (0-5 pts each; 25 pts total)
	(Less Effective                               More Effective(

	
	Unsatisfactory

0
	Below average

1
	Average

2
	Good

3
	Very good

4
	Outstanding

5

	1. Is background information sufficient to support overall direction/approach? 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Is methodology clear and appropriate?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Are results presented in an understandable manner?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Do results support conclusions?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Did student effectively and easily answer or respond to questions?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total__________
	
	
	
	
	
	


	C.  Content (0-5 pts each; 25 pts total)
	(Less Effective                                  More Effective(

	
	Unsatisfactory

0
	Below average

1
	Average

2
	Good

3
	Very good

4
	Outstanding

5

	1. Does poster include critical thinking and/or analysis?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Is content expressed clearly and creatively?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Is the design of project/experiment appropriate?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Are data/results correctly and effectively interpreted?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Are conclusions understandable and supported by data/results?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total__________
	
	
	
	
	
	


                                                               Grand Total: (75 possible)_________
