Nicholls State University Student Election Code

Preamble

Whereas the student body of Nicholls State Unitaeraiust at times make decisions through electiahsatection,
and whereas the students desire the voting procdssfair and just, the SGA hereby establishesHEhéction Code
to outline procedures and practices that shall ogdor to, during, and after student elections selkéctions
overseerby the Election Commission.

Articlel
General Provisions

A. Interpreting this Document

1.

Provisions in this document shall be interptetigictly so that clear and

unambiguous provisions are interpreted in thkiin and general

meaning.

In the event a provision is unclear or ambigyadlis document should be interpreted by evalgaither
the general purpose of the provision or the belavioch the provision is meant to prevent or resoare]
applying that purpose or remedy to address thefgpercumstance.

B. Amendments and Repeals

1.

2.

This document may be amended by a majority ghbes present and voting at a duly constituted imget

of the Senate as per the guidelines for amendnbeRales of Procedures in the SGA Constitution (see
Article 1ll, Section 3, Number 1, Letter I)

The Election Commission may submit recommeradedndments to this document to the appropriate SGA
Senate Committee.

C. Definitions

1.

2.

3.

Candidate: Any individual who applies to betla ballot for an elected office or is nominatedda
honorary selection.

Computer printouts: A printed material thatlslst any of the following: eligible students nasy
classification, or Student Identification Number

Print-out Books: bound paper materials whichtam the Election Commission computer printouts.
Eligible Voter: Every student who registers Toor more hours in the Fall & Spring Semesters st
pay student self-assessed fees or any studentrzagix or fewer hours in the Fall or Spring Sereestho
elects to pay the student self-assessed feee Icaise of new student self-assessed fees or stalaion
referendums handled through an SGA Referendurthadke currently enrolled students who would be
required to pay the fee or would be directly eféeldby the Referendum upon its possible passagelzhal
considered eligible voters.

Endorse/Endorsement: Showing public suppoxtidny of publications, letters, or speaking in public
forums on behalf of an individual or idea. DoesNiBiclude monetary support.

Honorary Positions: Include but are not limitedr./Ms. Nicholls, Homecoming King/Queen, and
Homecoming Court.

Articlell
Guidelinesfor Dates and Times of General and Run-off Elections

A. Elections shall be conducted using online votisglesignated by the Election Commission. Vatiaigs and
times shall be set by the Election Commission #meester or session before a given election. bames
where special elections or referendums must bewighih a given semester, the Election Commisstuallset
the times and dates of the new election at leasteks prior to voting. In cases where on-linengis not
possible, judged undesirable, or if the integrityao on-line election is suspect in the opiniorthaf Election
Commission, the Election Commission may desigrtzed more traditional approach for conductinguaet
election be used including the use of on-site yptirachines, paper ballots, etc.



B. The Election Commission may postpone, cancégnekor take other action necessary regardingietetimes
and dates. Wide latitude is given to the Comraisén regards to the conducting of elections impadty
weather or other emergencies which affect operatifrihe campus and student life at Nicholls State
University. Whenever it becomes necessary to #itetime, date(s) or method for voting, the Elati
Commissioner shall file a copy of the minutes & @ommission meeting where decisions were made to
relative to the election. During major campus egeacies, the Election Commission may meet electablyi
(internet or telephone) to make decisions. Ifditgation does not allow such communication to leapp a
timely manner, the Election Commissioner, in hisidigsence, the Chief Supreme Court Justice, atitkin
absence, the Vice President for Student Affairs Bmaliment Services, may order all election preess
cancelled/postponed and the “freezing” of all eétettata (results) and records for review and adbipthe
Election Commission at an appropriate time (whenddmpus returns to its regular schedule).

B. Run-off Elections shall be held no soonentBachool days following the close
of the primary election polls.

Articlelll
Candidate Qualification and Requirements
A. Candidate Qualifications

1. Qualifications for all candidates for electefiagf or honorary selections shall be specifiedhsy t
appropriate authority of the elected office or hamg selection. Candidates must meet the qualifina
and guidelines of their respective positions gedisn the pertinent qualifying document.

2. The Election Commission, through Records andd®agjon, will be responsible for verifying the
eligibility of all candidates after the close oéthualifying period. If a candidate fails to méet
qualification requirements, his or her name wilt he placed on the ballot, and he or she will ktified
by letter.

B. Candidate Requirements

1. All candidates for SGA/SPA positions or honas ifh Mr. & Ms. Nicholls or Homecoming Court) must
file the appropriate application/nomination formtlwihe SGA by a date and time specified by thetiElec
Commission. The filing deadline shall be publicizs/ the SGA at least two (2) weeks prior to the
deadline.

2. All prospective candidates will be providedopy of the Election Code with the election petitand
invited to attend an “Election Procedure” meetiogducted by the Election Commission. Prospective
candidates will verify by signature that they aredceipt of a copy of the Election Code, and usiged
that they are responsible for complying with thedibn Code, and are aware of the possible consegse
for not complying with the Election Code.

ArticlelV
Candidate Expenditures
The Student Government Association does not lingitamount which can be spent by a candidate,iohoV
or group in support or in opposition of a candidateeferendum.

ArticleV
Campaigning

A. Active campaigning, including posting or disuition of material, may begin on any day and attang as long
as it is within University policy and procedurgdowever, only individuals who meet qualificatioms f
candidates or referendums which receive properosaprwill be placed on the student election ballot
Campaigning for any honorary selections (Homecom@aurt, King and Queen, Mr. and Ms. Nicholls, kis.
subject to the guidelines establishgdthe appropriate committee responsible for thardwprogram

B. Campaign materials, including the number amd sf signs/advertisements, times for placementramaval,
as well as other forms of communicating with thedsht electorate must be conducted in accordartbe wi
campus regulations, that is, this Election Codemrdished University policy (ies). A copy of therrent
university policy governing election signs and sitdition on campus is attached

C. Campaign material may not be affixed, attaclbeg|aced on trees, shrubs, bushes, plants, audf any
sort without the permission of the appropriatedini or grounds authority

D. Nicholls sound systems, including the SPA’s, mat/be used for campaigning for a candidate atiamg,
unless made available to all candidates at a pel#iction forum.

E. Candidates will comply with university parkinggulations.
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SGA/SPA and any university copy machines, comguequipment, materials, and/or supplies shalbao
used to produce campaign materials for any electidess such equipment is available for use bgtatlents
Destruction/damage of campaign (candidate or retkna) materials is strictly prohibited

Payment of money to any individual for the pupof swaying or causing someone to vote for onaga
particular candidate or referendum issue is pridubi

ArticleVI
Faculty & Staff Involvement in Student Electionsg/Selections
Faculty and staff are encouraged to motivatdestiti participation in elections. However, it shadla violation
of this Code for any faculty or staff member to erse or campaign for or against any candidatesoieis
Violations of this Code by faculty or staff will beferred to the appropriate supervisory personnel
Candidates may not solicit endorsement of fgauitstaff members to encourage students to votatain way
in any student election.

ArticleVII
Voting Procedures

Electronic Voting

1. Eligible voters in an election (as defined byiée I, Section C, Number 7) will be able to ctstir vote
electronically through the Nicholls server. Theers must enter their Student Identification Nundoeal
Personal Identification Number into the securengtivebsite to cast their vote.

2. Should an eligible voter be unable to vote bseaf technical reasons, they will be directechto$GA
office where an official of the Election Commissiwiil inform the appropriate university authority the
problem and help the student to reach a resolufidre official will document any such occurrencel an
report it to the Election Commission.

Voting Booth or Paper Ballot Voting

1. Eligible voters in an election (as defined byiée I, Section C, Number 4) must present hisarvalid
driver’s license, NSU student ID, or picture stig@éral 1D to the Election Commission Official aslp
worker. No other ID will be accepted. The Elestitommission Official or poll worker must check the
ID and verify the student’s classification from tt@mputer printout. If the student’s name is notlee
printout, the student can be eligible to vote bgsenting a paid fee slip. The poll worker mustfyehat
the student is eligible to vote. An ID will stide required.

2. Computer printouts will be the property of tHedtion Commission during all elections. No one,
including candidates, workers, or commissionera|l@ved to examine printouts during the electiotier
than to verify voter classification. Printout beakiust remain closed when no one is voting. Novatie
be allowed to examine the printouts as a methatqéiiring names of those students yet to vote.

Should an error occur which omits a candidataime, a new ballot will be developed. The olddiadlill be

discarded before the polls open. This may caudsay in voting.

While working at the polls, the Election Comniigsofficials shall not wear any campaign mateoialtheir

persons, nor are they to solicit votes or wearaggnization paraphernalia during elections.

The Election Commission shall appoint no indidtwho is a candidate for an elected SPA or SGikebr

an honorary selection to work as a poll workerng polling center.

Election Commission officials will provide adsisce to any individual with disabilities upon regti

Following any election, if any Nicholls studevishes to examine the computer printouts or otéeond of who

voted, they may do so after the completion of thieary or run-off elections in the presence ofeatst one (1)

Election Commission official.

ArticleVIII
Election Code I nfractions
Infractions
1. Payment of money to any individual for the msp of swaying or causing someone to vote for airet)
a particular candidate or referendum issue
2. Use of SGA/SPA or any university copy machimesnputers, equipment, materials, and/or supplies
to produce campaign materials for any electiotigaot available for use by all students.
3. Destruction of campaign (candidate or referemdonaterials.
4. Solicting a faculty or staff member to encouragelehts to vote a certain way in any student electio
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5.

6.

Using any Nicholls sound system, including the S£6 campaign for a candidate at any time, unless
made available to all candidates at a public ®ledbrum (personal rentals excluded).
Examination of Election Commission printoutsdifgr voting booth or paper ballot elections teqaire

the names of students who have yet to vote ( daingting period).

1.

2.

10.

11.

Procedures for Filing and the Handling of Electinfiactions Complaints.

All complaints of possible infractions of Electi@ode must be in writing and filed with the SGA
Secretary, who will date and time stamp the complahen it is received.

Complaints must be filed by 4:30 p.m. on the seadass day after the electronic election process.en
For example, if the last opportunity to vote is3AL59 p.m. on Wednesday, complaints may be filai un
4:30 p.m. on Friday. If the last opportunity tade/@s after 12:00.00 (midnight) on Thursday, comfsi
may be filed until 4:30 p.m. on Monday.

Complaints may be filed by any student eligiblerdte in the election, including Election Commission
members who witness an Election Code Violationll ofher persons may serve as witnesses; howeler, a
complaints must be filed by a student eligible évevin the specific election in question. Consits
members who observe a violation of the ElectioneCsiabuld advise the violating party (ies) to ceass
desist from behavior which violates the Electiord€o

Complaints filed within the deadline as verifiedthe SGA Secretary’s date and time stamp, will be
forwarded to the Election Commissioner.

The Commissioner will oversee the investigatiothef complaint. Election Commission members will
assist as requested by the Commissioner. As moitem 3, when any Commission member has reason t
believe that a violation has or is occurring, he/should advise the individual(s) to cease andstésim
behavior which violates the Election Code. Thisventive action by the Commission member does not
preclude him or her from participating in the intigation and any subsequent hearing.

Once the investigation is completed, the Commissievill determine if there is merit to complainf.not,
the Commissioner will dismiss the complaint andfgah writing the person who filed the complaini.
the Commissioner determines that there is mettiéacomplaint, the Commissioner will convene a
meeting of the Election Commission. The Commissianill notify in writing the person accused of
violating the Election Code and the person whalftlee complaint that the complaint has been acdepte
and that a meeting of the Election Commission leentscheduled. The notice will identify the sgecif
violation, evidence supporting the charge includivitnesses to be called, and the time, date aratitot
of the hearing.

The Hearing will be held at the time, date and tioceset by the Election Commissioner. The heaniay
be postponed or rescheduled by decision of theiele€ommissioner.

The Hearing will be open to the public. Howevég Election Commission may meet in executive sassio
to hear information protected by FERPA, HIPPA oy ather privacy laws or regulations which affect
university operations and procedures.

The Commissioner will present the results of thegtigation to the full Commission. The individual
filing the complaint will then be provided an oppaonity to present evidence and call withesses. The
individual accused of violating the Election Codd then be provided an opportunity to present evick
and to call witnesses. Election Commission membkesindividual filing the complaint and the aceds
will be permitted to ask questions of witnessesiftéisg before the Commission. Other than witnasse
called to testify and parties to the hearing, reeotndividuals will be permitted to speak or pepate in
the hearing. Attorneys, advisors or friends wit be permitted to address the Commission orqijpatie
in the hearing other than to offer advice to tipgirty. The Commissioner shall rule on admissipiit
evidence, motions and objections as well as thepability of questions asked by any party. The
Commissioner may limit evidence that is repetitiansl may take other action as necessary to maiatain
orderly hearing, including requiring that all quest be submitted to the Commissioner who will thead
each question to the witness(es).

The Election Commission will then deliberate in @xtive session. The burden of proof will be “more
likely than not.” Does the evidence presentedpitiaog the creditability of the withesses and ewick
presented, lead one to conclude that it is m&edylithan not that the individual accused violatesl
Election Code. If so, the Commission must find dlseused guilty of violating the Election Code ndf,
the Commission, must rule that the Election Code m@ violated.

If the Election Commission determines that a sttdenated the Election Code, the Commission will
impose sanctions as noted below. The Electionr@ission will have to determine the fine level for
situations involving items A and F as well as agstitution imposed for items B, C, D and E. Ahet
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12.

13.

sanctions are not debatable and will be imposethéy¥ommission upon concluding that a violationhaf

Election Code has been committed.

The following sanctions will be imposed againstuaent who has been found guilty of violating the

Election Code.

A. A student found guilty of payment of money toyandividual for the purpose of swaying
or causing someone to vote for or against a paaticandidate or referendum issue (vote buying)
will be disqualified and fined up to $200 (amotmbe decided by the Election Commission).

B. A student found guilty of using SGA/SPA or amyjiversity copy machines, computers,
equipment, materials, and/or supplies to prodacepaign materials for any election that is not
available for use by all students will be fined$® and restitution imposed for value of what
was used to produce the campaign materials. udest found guilty of a second offense of this
kind will be disqualified, fined $50.00 and restibn imposed for the value of what was used to
produce the campaign materials.

C. A student found guilty of destruction/damageampaign materials, including any involvement in
the destruction/damage of campaign materials hgret will be fined $50.00 and restitution
imposed for value of what was destroyed/damagadstudent found guilty of a second offense
of this kind will be disqualified, fined $50.00dnestitution imposed for the value of what was
destroyed/damaged.

D. A student found guilty of solicting a faculty staff member to encourage students to vote a
certain way in any student election will be firfg8D.00. A student found guilty of a second
offense of this kind will be disqualified and éitt $50.00. The Commission will file a complaint
with the employee’s supervisor

E. A student found guilty of ang any Nicholls sound system, including the SPA’'scampaign
for a candidate at any time, unless made avaitabddl candidates at a public election forum
will be fined $50.00 and restitution imposed folueaof what was used A student found guilty of
a second offense of this kind will be disqualifiided $50.00 and restitution imposed for
the value of what was used.

F. A student found guilty of examing Election Quoimsion printouts used for voting booth or
paper ballet elections to acquire the namesuafesits who have yet to vote ( during a voting
period will be disqualified and fined up to $200 (amoumbe decided by the Election
Commission).

The Commission will adjourn from Executive Sessand convene in regular session for the purpbse

announcing its findings and the sanctions, if ayglile, to be imposed. The Commissioner will, wittwo

class days of the conclusion of the hearing, fit®ay of the minutes of the meeting with the SGA

Secretary who will date and time stamp the minutiesn received. The minutes will reflect the sgecif

charges filed, the findings of the Commission dmlganctions imposed. The minutes will also refer

the procedures for appealing Commission findingsdecisions (see Article IX of this Election Code).

Copies of the minutes may be obtained from the S@éretary. It will not required that the SGA

Secretary or the Commission post a copy of the ta;muThe Commissioner will notify the parties

involved in the matter, complainant and the accudet a copy of the minutes have been filed with t

SGA Secretary and are available upon request.

Articlel X
Appeal Procedures

Election Commission decisions resulting in the daiication of a candidate or the voiding or duening of the
results of any student election (candidate or ezfdéum) may be appealed to the Student Supreme.Cadisions
by the Commission relative to the amount of finelfdractions 1 or 6 and for restitution imposed &y violation
may also be appealed. Decisions involving honmrssabject to the guidelines established by thesming
group/organization.

A.

Procedures for filing Appeals of Election Comaiis decisions resulting in the disqualificatioreof
candidate or the voiding or overturning of theutessof any student election.

A student who has been disqualified from partidgpatn an election or as winner of an electionmy a
student voting in an election where the resultehzeen voided or overturned other than by the
disqualification of a candidate may submit a writeppeal to the Chief Justice of the Student Suprem
Court within two class days of the filing of theeEtion Commission hearing/meeting minutes. Thesabp
must be filed with the SGA Secretary who will datel time stamp the petition.
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2. The petition must indicate whether the appebhised on the failure of the Commission to follow
published procedures in this Election Code, thigenesufficient evidence to support the findingttha
violation of the Election Code occurred, the antafrthe fine for violating infractions 1 or 6 is i
appropriate, or the amount determined for retituis not correct. Disqualification imposed asult of
violation of Infractions 1 and 6 or repeated viwa of Infractions 2, 3, 4, or 5 may not be appédal The
finding of guilt may be appealed, which if revetsdiminates the sanctions imposed. Appeals réggrd
the finding of repeated violations may addresditiaing of guilt for each violation. In such ea&s the
Supreme Court will review the first reported fingiof a violation before proceeding to the secasde.
A reversal of the first finding will result in thgending second finding being treated as a firfgnsk.
Upholding of a first finding of violation of thel&ction Code will result in the second issue bdiegted as
a second offense.

3. The Chief Justice of the Student Supreme Colllrvvarify whether the appeal was submitted witttie
time frame permitted by Article IX, A, 1. If nahe petition will be rejected and the decisiorhaf
Election Commission will stand. The Chief Justigl notify in writing the Election Commission drall
parties involved in the case. If the petition baen submitted within the time frame allowed, @eef
Justice will proceed with the handling the petitio accordance with the Rules of Procedure addpted
the Student Supreme Court.

B. Appeals of decisions made by the Election Commissitative to Article Il of this document will be
handled as follows:

1. Any student eligible to vote in the specific eleatin question may submit a written appeal to thaiCof
the Election Commission. The appeal must be subditvithin two class days of the filing of the &ien
Commission minutes with the SGA Secretary who dalle and time stamp the petition.

2. The petition must indicate the specific basis Far &ppeal and the corrective action requested.

3. The Election Commissioner will review the petitiand complete an initial investigation of the matter
including verification that the appeal was propetypmitted and identifies the basis of the appedl! a
corrective action requested.

4. The Commissioner will then report the findingstie Election Commission. The Election Commission
may decide to reject the appeal, hold a full Corsiois hearing on the matter or refer the mattehéo t
Supreme Court for review and appropriate action.

5. The student may appeal the Commission’s decisiogjéet the appeal or the results of a full Comioiss
hearing to the Supreme Court by filing a writtepeg within two days of the filing of the Election
Commission minutes. The appeal petition mustled fivith the SGA Secretary within two days of the
filing of the minutes.

6. The Chief Justice of the Student Supreme Court bhaldle the appeal following the procedures oatlin
in A3 of this Article (1X).

Article X
Amendments

The Nicholls State University Student Election Codgy be amended by a majority vote of the Election
Commission, subject to approval of the SGA Senditee Election Code may also be amended by a 2tésofdhe
SGA Senate without approval by the Election Comioiss

August 20, 2007
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