
BIOLOGY 301
Course Syllabus

Fall 2007
Instructor: Dr. Aaron Pierce
Office: 218 Gouaux Hall

Office Phone:  (985) 443-2628                                                   E-mail: aaron.pierce@nicholls.edu

Office Hours: Can also meet by appointment
Tuesday: 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm

Wednesday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

            Thursday: 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm


Course Name, Number, & Title:
Biology 301 (20166): Environmental Biology, 3-3-0. A biological approach to the various environmental problems created by man’s industrialization and expanding population. Study of ecosystems, resources, environmental threats, alternatives, and recommendation.
Class Meets: 1T Section: Tuesday and Thursday at 7:30 am to 8:50 am in 301 Gouaux Hall
Prerequisites for the Course: Admission to a course numbered 300 or above requires sophomore standing and completion of 6 (six) semester hours of non-developmental English and 3 (three) semester hours of non-developmental math.
Required Text and Other Materials: Principles of Environmental Science, 4/e; William P. Cunningham, University of Minnesota Mary Ann Cunningham, Vassar College; McGraw Hill ISBN: 0072919833; Copyright: 2007.
Course Content (Chapter Titles): See following:

Course Content (Chapter Titles): See following:

Chapter 1 Understanding Our Environment, p 1

Chapter 2 Principles of Ecology: Matter, Energy, and Life (p 25)

Chapter 3 Populations, Communities, and Species Interaction, p 49

Chapter 4 Human Populations p 72

Chapter 5 Biomes and Biodiversity, p 96

TEST 1: Chapters 1-5 ......... Sept. 13
Chapter 6 Environmental Conservation: Forests, Grasslands, Parks, and Nature Preserves, p 123

Chapter 7 Food and Agriculture, p 149

Chapter 8 Environmental Health and Toxicology, p 173

Chapter 9 Air: Climate and Pollution, p 195

Chapter 10 Water: Resources and Pollution, p 224

TEST 2: Chapters 6-10 .........Oct. 9
Chapter 11 Environmental Geology and Earth Resources, p 254

Chapter 12 Energy, p 273

Chapter 13 Solid and Hazardous Waste, p 299

Chapter 14 Sustainability and Human Development, p 319

Chapter 15 Environmental Science and Policy, p 345

TEST 3: Chapters 11-15.........Nov. 8
Course Requirements: The textbook: Students are expected to read the assigned chapters in the text and to come to class prepared.  Lecture materials are intended to enhance the students' cognition and comprehension of the subject matter presented in the text.

Class Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes.  Three unexcused absences will result in the semester grade of "F".  Missing an exam without an acceptable excuse will also result in a semester grade of “F”. Students are expected to come to class pre-read, to enable each student to maintain a regular program of study.  For 7-on-7off students, their absences while off-shore are excused but are still responsible for the information covered in lecture during their absence.
Classroom Conduct: Behavior that is disruptive to the instructor or the class will result in immediate dismissal from the class and a semester grade of "F."  Disruptions included but are not limited to entering the classroom after lecture has begun, exiting the classroom during lecture, talking, laughing, or making other loud noises while the lecture is in progress, and the activation of pagers or cell phones.  On examination day ALL cell phones, pagers, PDAs, and other electronic devices MUST BE TURNED OFF, PUT AWAY, and OUT‑OF‑SIGHT.  Anyone caught with one will have their test paper taken up and will receive a semester grade of “F”.
Lecture Note Taking:  The instructor expects all students to take notes during lecture.  This will enable you to recall important particulars when reviewing the material and when studying for an exam.  In addition to your text, your must bring your lecture notebook to class.  When seeking assistance from the instructor, your notes will enable him/her to offer suggestions and correct any misunderstandings that are troubling.

PowerPoint-Lectures: A complete copy of the Power Point slides for the Fall 2007 semester are available on the Blackboard site for this course at no cost. Remember, these are just outlines and unless you attend class, take good notes, participate in class discussions, ask questions, and read and study on a daily/regular schedule, the outlines will be of little or no use to you.

Disability/Assistance: If you have a documented disability that requires assistance, you will need to register with the Office of Disability Services for coordination of your academic accommodations.  The Office of Disability Services is located in Peltier Hall, Room 100-A. 

Academic Dishonesty:  Cheating or any form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Such conduct will result in an "F" in the course and instructor filing formal grievance charges against each offending student, as outlined in the University's Code of Student Conduct. Plagiarism is unacceptable and will result in an “F” in the course and instructor filing a formal grievance against each offending student.
Grades and Grading Scale Grades:  Test grades earned on each of the three (3) exams are used to determine your semester grade plus extra credit points.  In addition, students are required to complete a research paper worth 100 points and give a 10-15 minute presentation worth 50 points.  The grading scale employed for each exam is as follows: A = 90 - 100.0 B = 80 - 89.9 C = 70 - 79.9 D = 60 - 69.9 F = 0 - 59.9

The semester letter grade awarded will conform to the following scale*:

Semester Grade
Semester Average
Total Points Earned

A
90 - 100
405 to 450
B
80 - 80.9
360 to 404
C
70 - 79.9
315 to 359
D
60 - 69.5
270 to 314
F
0 - 59.9
0 - 269
Grade Adjustments/Curves:  There will be NO CURVE. Any grade received is FINAL! Each exam will 

consist of 10 “extra” points.  This is where the curving will take place.  If you know the material, the points will 

help you, if you do not know the material, they will not help you.

Exams and Grades:

1. Exam questions are based on the material covered in the textbook and lecture. Exam questions are either multiple choice, fill-in, matching, True-False, and essay. 

2. Posting of Grades: Grades will be posted as soon as possible, usually within 24 hours after the exam.  The location of the posting will be announced in class.  Questions about a posted exam grade must be discussed with the instructor within seven (7) calendar days after the posting of the grade.  Grades also will be posted on the course's web site.
3. For the 7-on-7off students, make-up exams will be given by coordinating schedules with students and the professor, but only 1 or 2 make-up sessions will be provided for each exam.
Make-up Exams:

Make-up exams will be given to students who present an acceptable excuse for missing an exam.  The student must contact the instructor as soon as possible and must submit the excuse to the instructor upon returning to class.  The instructor reserves the right to decide if the excuse is acceptable.  Examples of acceptable excuses include but not limited to:

1.  A written Doctor's excuse that the student was too ill to take the exam when it was scheduled,

2.  The death of an immediate family member, e.g., mother, father, brother, or sister,

3.  Legal evidence of being involved in an accident, jury duty, court appearance, etc. 

4.  A regularly scheduled doctor's appointment is not a valid excuse unless it involves a life-threatening condition, which requires special monitoring, procedures, etc.

FAILURE TO TAKE AN EXAM WILL RESULT IN A SEMESTER GRADE OF "F."

Course Goals and Objectives:

1. Understand the extent of past, current, and predicted environmental problems, their causes, the controversy over their seriousness, solutions to reduce environmental problems, and societal problems involved in dealing with environmental issues and problems.

Course Objectives:

2. Explain what is meant by a sustainable society.

3. Describe and use the ecological concepts basic to studying and understanding environmental interactions.

4. Define and explain the modern day science concepts of the science of ecology and how mankind is an integral component in the ecology of Earth.

5. Explain the importance of energy flow in an ecosystem.

6. Explain and explore the flow of matter and energy through various ecosystems.

7. All living systems require energy and a knowledge of how energy flows through these systems is essential in comprehending environmental problems,

8. Realize that all living systems require energy and a knowledge of how energy flows through these systems is essential in comprehending environmental problems.

9. Recognize the impact the growth of the human population has upon the Earth.

10. List and explain the principle types of pollution.

11. Identify and evaluate the seriousness of current and predicted environmental problems locally, statewide, national, and worldwide.

12. Describe ways in which humans can live more sustainable lives.

13. Describe and explain the root causes of environmental problems.

14. Recognize the importance of energy in environmental problems.

15. Be familiar with the process of natural selection as it relates to environmental situations.

16. Evaluate the impact of the human population on various ecosystems.

17. Know that most environmental problems occur as the result of man's management or mismanagement of ecosystems.

18. Comprehend the importance of energy in the major economies of the world.

19. Assess the results of improper, unwise, or uncaring use of the environment.

20. Explain how decisions are made about the use of the earth's resources.

21. Propose ways to eliminate, reduce, or lessen the effects of man's activities on the environment.

Important Dates - Fall 2007 Semester:

1.Wednesday, August 22 - Final day to register and drop/add a class; Late registration and drop/add ends at 4:00 p.m.

2.Friday, September 7 -  Final day to apply for graduation for fall commencement.  

3.Friday, October 26 - Final day to drop course with “W”.

4.Thursday, November 29 - Last day of classes; Final day for filing approved thesis.
Official University Holidays (No Classes)
1. Monday, Spetember 3th- Labor Day Holiday

2. Thursday-Friday, October 11th - 12th  – Fall Break

3. Monday-Friday, November 19th-23th – Thanksgiving Holiday

Academic Grievances:

The proper procedure for filing grade appeals or grievances related to academic matters is listed in Section 5 of the Code of Student Conduct and at the following link:  http://www.nicholls.edu/documents/student_life/code_of_conduct.pdf.

Continued Learning following an Extreme Emergency:

In order to make continued learning possible following an extreme emergency, students are responsible for:

•
reading regular emergency notifications on the NSU website;

•
knowing how to use and access Blackboard (or university designated electronic delivery system);

•
being familiar with emergency guidelines;

•
evacuating  textbooks and other course materials;

•
knowing their Blackboard (or designated system) student login and password;

•
contacting faculty regarding their intentions for completing the course.

Faculty are responsible for:

•
their development in the use of the Blackboard (or designated) software;

•
having a plan for continuing their courses using only Blackboard and email;

•
continuing their course in whatever way suits the completion of the course best, and being creative in the continuation of these courses;

•
making adjustments or compensations to a student’s progress in special programs with labs, clinical sequences or the like only in the immediate semester following the emergency.

Turnitin Policy: By taking this course, students agree that all assignments are subject to submission to Turnitin.com, an online plagiarism prevention and detection service.  All work submitted to Turnitin.com will be added to its database of papers.  Turnitin’s privacy policy and a description of the service are available at http://www.turnitin.com.  Specifically, this service compares your paper with internet webpages, articles in databases, and all papers previously submitted from this university or any other.  Turnitin then either confirms the originality of your work or gives the source of plagiarism.  In cases of detected plagiarism, the paper and supporting evidence will be handled in compliance with the Code of Student Conduct (http://www.nicholls.edu/documents/student_life/code_of_conduct.pdf).

BIOLOGY 301: Fall 2007 Semester Calendar

Note: This schedule is tentative.  All changes to lecture schedule will be announced in class.

	Month
	Week
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	AUG
	1
	20 Classes Begin
	21
Intro
	22
	23
Chapter 1
	24

	
	2
	27 
	28
Ch. 2
	29
	30
Ch. 2 & 3
	31

	SEPT
	3
	3 Labor Day
	4
Ch. 3
	5
	6
Ch. 4
	7

	
	4
	10
	11
Ch. 5
	12
	13
EXAM 1
	14

	
	5
	17
	18
Ch. 6
	19
	20
Ch. 6 & 7
	21

	
	6
	24
	25
Ch. 7
	26
	27
Ch. 8 & 9
	28

	OCT
	7
	1
	2
Ch. 8 & 9
	3
	4
Ch. 10
	5

	
	8
	8
	9
Exam 2
	10
	11FALL BREAK

No Class
	12 FALL BREAK

No Class

	
	9
	15
	16
Ch. 11
	17
	18
Ch. 11 & 12
	19

	
	10
	22
	23
Ch. 13
	24
	25
Ch. 14
	26 Final Drop Date

	NOV
	11
	29
	30
Ch. 14 & 15
	31
	1
Ch. 15
	2

	
	12
	5
	6
Inconvenient Truth
	7
	8
Exam 3
	9

	
	13
	12
	13
Presentations
	14
	15
Presentations
	16

	
	14
	19 Thanksgiving
	20
	21
	22
	23

	
	15
	26
	27
Presentations
	28
	29
Presentations
	30 DEAD DAY

No Classes

	DEC
	16
	3

	4
	5
	6

	7








1

