
BIOLOGY 473: Course Syllabus, Spring 2008
Instructor: Dr. Aaron Pierce
Office: 218 Gouaux Hall

Office Phone:  (985) 493- 2628
E-mail: aaron.pierce@nicholls.edu

Course Name, Number, & Title:
Biology 473: Wetland Birds 
Class Meets:

EM: 301 Gouaux Hall, Monday, 5:30 pm – 8:20 pm
ADVANCE \d6Office Hours:
Tuesday: 9:00 am to 12:00 and 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Wednesday: 9:00 am to 12:00 and 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Other times by appointment.
ADVANCE \d6Catalog Description:

The study of biological and ecological characteristics of birds that utilize wetland habitats, mechanisms that determine bird form and function, and current conservation issues related to wetland birds.  From a habitat perspective we focus on wetland systems as habitat for birds that provide resources and selective pressures in the evolution of their life-history strategies.
Prerequisite: Biol 155 & Biol 156, Junior or higher standing, and consent from instructor; also open to graduate students. 
Required Text and Other Materials: 

M.W. Weller. 1999. Wetland Birds: Habitat Resources and Conservation Implications. Cambridge University Press.
Primary literature and web-based resources as assigned by instructor.
Course Goals:

Students will be able to evaluate bird-habitat relationships and the importance of resources wetlands provide birds over different spatial and temporal scales.
Student Outcome Learning Objectives:
1. Students will recognize patterns of habitat use and typical bird communities that result from wetland resources.

2. Students will recognize the different wetland resources, such as food, cover, and breeding sites that are available to birds at different spatial and temporal scales and how bird form and function has evolved in regards to these selective pressures.

3. Students will be able to evaluate the potential and the limitations of wetlands as bird habitats.
4. Students will understand the current conservation issues concerning birds that depend on wetland habitats and how wetlands can be conserved and maintained for future bird populations.

5. Students will refine their communication skills through oral and written presentations on case studies.

Course Theme: Wetland habitat resources for birds and conservation implications.

Date
Course Topic

1/17
Discussion of course goal, objectives, and semester group projects.

1/24
Ch. 1-3
1/31 
Ch. 4&5
2/7
Exam 1 on Ch. 1-5 (100pts.)
2/14
Ch. 6&7
2/21
Ch. 8&9
2/28
Ch. 10&11
3/6
Exam 2 on Ch. 6-11 (100 pts.)
3/13
Ch. 12&13
3/20
No class
3/27
No class
4/3
Ch. 14&15
4/10
Exam 3 on Ch. 12-15 (100pts.)
4/17
Individual Term Paper due on Semester Projects (100 pts.)
4/24
Semester class projects presented by Graduate Students (50 pts.)
Graduate Student lead discussions on selected scientific articles (50 pts.)

Class participation (50 pts.)

Methods of Evaluation: 

You will be evaluated based on the points you earn in class from exams, class assignments, and class participation.  Total possible points you are able to earn in this course is 450 points, if you are an undergraduate student and 550 points if you are a graduate student.  Your total points earned in class will be divided by 450 or 550, depending on if you are an undergraduate or graduate student, to give your average for the semester and letter grades will be assigned based on the grading scale:

Points Earned = Letter Grade Earned

          90+       =  A

          89 - 80  =  B

          79 - 70  =  C

          69 - 60  =  D

          59 -   0  =  F

ADVANCE \d6Extra Credit Policy: Extra credit is not available.  

ADVANCE \d6Make-up Procedure: At the discretion of the instructor on a case-by-case basis.ADVANCE \d6
Class Attendance:  Students are expected to attend all classes. Students caught "cutting" class will be severely penalized.  Excessive absences - 3 or more - will result in a grade of "FEA or F."  Students are expected to come to class pre-read.  To enable each student to maintain a regular program of study, a semester lecture schedule is included.

Classroom Conduct:  Behavior that is disruptive to the instructor or the class will result in immediate dismissal from the class and a semester grade of "F."  Disruptions include, but are not limited to, entering the classroom after lecture starts, exiting the classroom during lecture, talking, laughing, or making other loud noises while the lecture is in progress, and the activation of or the use of beepers or cell phones. TURN ALL CELL PHONES AND BEEPERS OFF DURING LECTURE!!!!!!!
Exams and Cell Phones, etc: On examination day ALL cell phones, pagers, PDAs, and other electronic devices MUST BE TURNED OFF, PUT AWAY, and OUT‑OF‑SIGHT.  Anyone caught with one will have their test paper taken up and will receive a semester grade of “F”.

Lecture Note Taking:  The instructor expects all students to take notes during lecture.  This will enable you to recall important particulars when reviewing the material and when studying for an exam.  In addition to your text, your must bring your lecture notebook to class.  When seeking assistance from the instructor, your notes will enable him/her to offer suggestions and correct any misunderstandings that are troubling.

ADVANCE \d6Academic Honesty Policy: 

Cheating or any form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Such conduct will result in a grade of "F" and the instructor filing formal grievance charges against each offending student as outlined in the University's Code of Student Conduct.

Misuse of response pads is considered academic dishonesty (i.e., cheating).  Anyone caught misusing response pads will receive an “F” for the semester grade and the instructor will file formal grievance charges against each offending student as outlined in the University's Code of Student Conduct.

Last Day to Drop a Course: The last day to drop a course with a grade of "W" is Friday, April 4th.

ADVANCE \d6University Disability Policy: "If you have a documented disability that requires assistance, you will need to register with the Office of Disability Services for coordination of your academic accommodations. The Office of Disability Services is located in Peltier Hall, Room 100-A.

ADVANCE \d6 ADVANCE \d6Chapter Outlines & PowerPoint-Lecture Outlines : A complete copy of the chapter outlines and Power Point slides for the Spring 2008 semester are available on the Blackboard site for this course at no cost.
        Remember, these are just outlines and unless you attend class, take good notes, participate in class discussions, ask questions, and read and study on a daily/regular schedule, the outlines will be of little or no use to you.

ADVANCE \d6Ownership of the outlines does NOT excuse you from attending lecture or reading the book.

ADVANCE \d6
Important Dates - Spring 2008 Semester:

1. Wednesday, January 16th  - Final day to register and drop/add a class
2. Friday, February 15th  - Final day to apply for graduation for Spring commencement.  

3. Friday, April 4th – Final day for automatic W when dropping a course or resigning from the University

4. Wednesday, April 30nd - Last day of classes

Academic Grievances:

The proper procedure for filing grade appeals or grievances related to academic matters is listed in Section 5 of the Code of Student Conduct and at the following link:  http://www.nicholls.edu/documents/student_life/code_of_conduct.pdf.

Continued Learning following an Extreme Emergency:

In order to make continued learning possible following an extreme emergency, students are responsible for:

•
reading regular emergency notifications on the NSU website;

•
knowing how to use and access Blackboard (or university designated electronic delivery system);

•
being familiar with emergency guidelines;

•
evacuating  textbooks and other course materials;

•
knowing their Blackboard (or designated system) student login and password;

•
contacting faculty regarding their intentions for completing the course.

Faculty are responsible for:

•
their development in the use of the Blackboard (or designated) software;

•
having a plan for continuing their courses using only Blackboard and email;

•
continuing their course in whatever way suits the completion of the course best, and being creative in the continuation of these courses;

•
making adjustments or compensations to a student’s progress in special programs with labs, clinical sequences or the like only in the immediate semester following the emergency.
Turnitin Policy: By taking this course, students agree that all assignments are subject to submission to Turnitin.com, an online plagiarism prevention and detection service.  All work submitted to Turnitin.com will be added to its database of papers.  Turnitin’s privacy policy and a description of the service are available at http://www.turnitin.com.  Specifically, this service compares your paper with internet webpages, articles in databases, and all papers previously submitted from this university or any other.  Turnitin then either confirms the originality of your work or gives the source of plagiarism.  In cases of detected plagiarism, the paper and supporting evidence will be handled in compliance with the Code of Student Conduct (http://www.nicholls.edu/documents/student_life/code_of_conduct.pdf).

BIOLOGY 552: Spring 2008 Semester Calendar

Note: This schedule is tentative.  All changes to lecture schedule will be announced in class.

	Month
	Week
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Jan.
	1
	
	
	
	17

Introduction
	

	
	2
	
	
	
	24

Ch.1-3
	

	
	3
	
	
	
	31

Ch. 4&5
	

	Feb.
	4
	
	
	
	7

Exam 1
	

	
	5
	
	
	
	14

Ch. 6&7
	

	
	6
	
	
	
	21

Ch. 8&9
	

	
	7
	
	
	
	28

Ch. 10&11
	

	March
	8
	
	
	
	6

Exam 2
	

	
	9
	
	
	
	13

Ch. 12&13
	

	
	10
	
	
	
	20

No class
	

	
	11
	
	
	
	27

No class
	

	April
	12
	
	
	
	3

Ch. 14&15
	

	
	13
	
	
	
	10

Exam 3
	

	
	14
	
	
	
	17

Presentations/Papers
	

	
	15
	
	
	
	24

Presentations/Papers
	

	May
	16
	
	
	
	8

Finals week
	








5

