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Student teaching experience, clear communication between faculty and students, and clear expectations

I absolutely loved all the field experiences and student teaching definitely made me feel much more
prepared for having my own classroom.

I think the practicum is truly very helpful!
Rigor of the program, exposure in classrooms

One on one support from professors; observations and meaningful feedback; allowing Nicholls students to
observe a variety of grade levels and teachers

I knew some strategies to use in different subjects and student teaching gave me a glimpse into teaching.

The student teaching portion is by far the most impactful. It is difficult to learn and grasp what it takes to
teach until you are out there. | think education majors could benefit from more time in the classroom
throughout their undergrad years. The high expectations for lesson planning is helpful as well, along with
the technology push through undergrad.
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Looking at classroom management plans, learning sped/504 laws, and field experiences were the most
meaningful take always that were very useful when | graduated.

Experience in teaching/ student teaching
Nicholls does an amazing job with letting teachers work in the field as early as possible!

The program definitely prepares you to teach at a highly effective school with highly performing students.
I've noticed in this profession that there is a large amount of undiagnosed disabilities. Luckily | was birth to
five and received some special education training therefore the students who are in my regular Ed
classroom | can identify quickly and give them the necessary tools needed to succeed.

The strength of the program is the staff and their ability to educator and support.
The Teacher Education Program prepared us well with lesson planning and educational technology.
Field work

| felt verv well prepared after comoletina the teacher education proaram. A strenath that | had durina mv
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| felt very well prepared after completing the teacher education program. A strength that | had during my
first year as a teacher was classroom environment. | was well prepared in creating relationships with
students and other faculty members. Collaboration would be a strength that | believe is evident in the
program.

Small class sizes
Practical experiences
Knowledgeable Instructors

Teaching and engaging students in Reading and reading strategies, classroom presentation /environment,
classroom culture, preparing effective and engaging lessons and lesson planning and assessments,
teacher - other stakeholder collaboration/communication
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In regards to your overall initial preparation at Nicholls State University, what do you feel are some
areas for improvement in the Teacher Education Program?

53 responses

Overall inclusion of music students. Music students are not prepared on normal procedures or lesson
planning that the general education students are. A lot of times the curriculum doesn't even apply to us and
we have to think of our own ways to apply the education classes to what we actually have to teach. It would
be amazing to see the education professors put more effort into accommodating the arts/music education
majors. We always felt a little left out.

Some areas for improvement in the Teacher Education Program are providing more classes or seminars for
the prepartion of the Praxis and the detailed lesson plans required by the teacher candidates. Detailed
lesson plans are not required or neccesary in the real world of teaching. It is important to understand the
objectives, guided practice, independent practice, and the closure of a lesson but preparing lesson plans
shouldn't take days of creating to fit the requirements of a Nicholls lesson plan.

I wish we would have had mock parent/teacher conferences. I've spoken to a few teachers over the last few
years that have anxiety about speaking with parents, and | guess getting better at this part comes more
with experience of actually having conferences with parents. | just think we could have had some type of
initial preparation for this area.
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Teaching the curriculum that is in the school systems now.

SLT preparation is a big element during PLCs. | didn't have a clue what they were talking about, and it most
definitely was not talked about in any of my education courses.

TEACH JCAMPUS. No one teaches you JCAMPUS at work either, so you just have to figure it out. Also, |
feel like my classes in SPED and learning disabilities were less than par.

I think it needs to be geared more toward secondary majors. It seems like the only major cared about or
taken seriously is elementary. | was not given skills that would help me in a high school setting. Teachers
who teach elementary say that the techniques work on the bigger kids too but they do not at all.

None at this time

Data inquiry, plcs, there’s no real preparedness for teaching other than student teaching.
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Move more towards a TAP rubric in scoring student teachers
Content that is taught

I'had no problems with any parts of the program.

None that | can currently think of.

Teaching using curriculum

Classroom Management Strategies/Instruction Practice

In the Curriculum that Terrebonne parish is using, we are not writing lesson plans. | felt like lesson planning
was a big part of the teacher education program at Nicholls, when in reality | never write lesson plans.
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Give more information on how to keep track and accumulate professional development hours as well as
how many hours are expected to achieve.

I cannot think of any at this time

Picking more qualified teachers as student teacher mentors or giving them more information on what is
expected of them.

Curriculum! Many of us went into our careers blind to different curriculums and how to unpack/properly
annotate. That, along with different was to approach lessons for students who are ELL.

The teacher education program needs to be more grade level specific. | find in my earlier semesters, most
of the work | was completing was geared toward the lower grade levels. Teaching kindergarten and
teaching high school are definitely not the same and classes shouldn't be treated as such.
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- there needs to be more realistic teaching moments. Ex. What do you do when all of your stuff is online in
google but the internet goes out that morning or during your lesson or during a test on edulastic. Or in the
morning when you're trying to juggle taking attendance, collecting things for the office, parent messages,
creating financial forms while setting the tone for your classroom. Another tip would be setting up sub
binders with the forms ready to fill in one day.

None;Program is excellent

State standards not curriculum

More teaching time.

Classroom management class, more collaboration with fellow student teachers.
‘Add more content instructional classes, specifically math.

Include more psychology based courses and offer additional courses for non-core teachers, allowing them
to expand and practice in their concentration
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| definitely feel like exposing teachers to programs such as the COMPASS website Jcampus etc. would help
teachers with understanding things such as putting in grades, lesson plans, standards etc. | also would
have love to have some exposure of presenting LEAP ready instruction in the primary grades.

I wish we went into classrooms sooner because | would have changed my major to something that benefits
what | do now.

More real-world teaching experiences. Better preparation for the duties and responsibilities beyond
curriculum

N/a

Better classroom management courses. | struggled with this my first year and technology course towards
end.

I would say just more time in classrooms before the student teaching portion.

|1 could definitely have used more preparation on creating tests from scratch that meet district standards
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N/A

when we got into the real world, or | personally, | realized quickly that was not The same at all schools.
Personally | feel like preparation for mental health should be added into the program. My love for children
has not changed but | have had to find certain accommodations for myself to work with low
socioeconomic families, behavioral issues, etc.| think that real-world scenarios aren't talked about or
observed. | definitely had a culture shock whenever | left student teaching and entered Acadian elementary
as a mild to moderate inclusion teacher

As of now, | don't believe there areas of improvement.

After graduating from the program and entering the profession, | had wished that the program supplied us
with a teacher toolbox with resources such as classroom management strategies, questioning and
discussion techniques, student engagement strategies, assessment strategies, social-emotional learning
training, content-related trainings, and more. | felt that much of our lectures and coursework were
unengaging and were on theory and that | was not able to apply much of it to my teaching. It did not
prepare for me "real-life teaching.” What did me help me, however, was my district's teacher induction
program hosted by the district's content managers. They met with all of us once a month, and each meeting
focused on one part of COMPASS. They presented and modeled different questioning and discussion
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that | learned more about teaching from one meeting at the beginning o the school year than | did my
entire college career.

Also, having education courses related to your content area would be an amazing opportunity to discuss,
collaborate, and network with candidates in your content area. (Example: being able to discuss lesson
planning, scope and sequence, literacy strategies, engagement strategies with just social studies education
candidates).

Papers

One area of improvement that was evident to me was the way lessons are planned in the schools. Many
lessons are annotated rather than writing a plan and that was something that | was unfamiliar with.

Preparation for SLT's
Preparation for SBLC data collection for referring students for evaluations

Managing classroom behavior and disruption, developing effective IEPs; instruction and progress
monitoring of students with disabilities
in the general education setting.
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In regards to your overall initial preparation at Nicholls State University, what do you feel are some
strengths of the Teacher Education Program?

53 responses

Learning in the Bridge Program.

One strength of the Teacher Education Program is the teacher/student relationships that are created
throughout the college experience. It helped having faculty memebers of the Teacher Education Program
be there for you when you needed them or had a question. Other strengths of the Teacher Education
Program are the prepartion of classroom management, ways to incorprate higher order thinking questions,
and how to be an overall excellent teacher.

I was fortunate to participate in the year long residency student teaching program. | feel like that
experience was tremendously beneficial to my preparation as a teacher. | was able to observe what an
entire school year looked like and get a head start on preparing procedures for my own classroom.

I really was prepared to work with technology both Mac and windows products which is a spectacular skill
to have with our school becoming a 1:1 school!

Technology classes, overall everything was a great preparation.

Classroom management.
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Lesson Planning is a definite strength. | didn't struggle with planning at all.

Classroom and behavior Management

The program did give me a lot of connections to local teachers and in class experience.

Classroom management

Student engagement

The education classes that taught technology in the classroom were super helpful. Also the last classes |
took on teaching Math, Reading, Social Studies, and Science in the classroom. | still use some of the
materials that | used in those classes in my own classroom today.

I feel like Nicholls did a good job at trying to make everything well rounded for a teacher.

Support
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The whole program is strong and it is only getting stronger.

I was overly prepared coming out of Nicholls. | knew countless management techniques, lessons plans
were extremely easy for me to complete for my school, and | had countless resources to pull from in order
to teach diverse learners. Nicholls truly set me up for success.

Methods courses

Working with special ed students.

Lesson Planning

Teaching for two weeks was extremely helpful. It immensely helped with planning.
In field experiences.

Learning how to lesson plan and differentiate.
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Helpfulness of instructors

One of the strengths Nicholls education provided me was how to help differentiate lessons based on
students' individual needs.

In-class observations and student teaching

- helpful and knowledgeable professors
- most classes do help you prepare for the real classroom

Great Professors that took time to help you with valuable resources
Technology courses/ Field experiences
Courses on instructional strategies.

Great connection with the local community, great content specific teachers, lesson planning lesson




