
Re-establishment of Invocation and Benediction for 
Commencement Resolution
We, the Student Government Association Student Senate and Executive board of Nicholls State University, In order to re-establish the invocation and benediction at commencement, we resolve that the university do the following:
Whereas:
we the Student Government Association believe that the practice of an invocation and benediction at commencement is traditionally right and proper; and
Whereas:  
that on behalf of the students we request the re-establishment of the invocation and benediction at all of the university’s commencement exercises; and
Whereas:  
recognizing that we are a public institution of higher education that has a diverse student body that is made up of people of different race, creeds, cultures, religions, and those that claim no faith affiliation; and
Whereas:
that invocations and benedictions given at commencements be not limited to one person’s personal beliefs rather reflective of the Nicholls’s community; and
Whereas:   
the definition of invocations and benedictions as we request it to be defined may include non-denominational prayers, words of thanks or any other appropriate devotional remarks requested by said graduating class; and
Therefore be it Resolved: that the Student Government Association Student Senate and Executive Board of Nicholls State University request that the administration effective for this Spring 2018 commencement do hereby request the re-establishment of the practice of giving of an invocation and benediction at the university’s graduation ceremonies. 
Therefore be it Further Resolved: that a copy of this resolution be sent to Nicholls State University President Dr. Jay Clune, Vice President Eugene Dial, Interim Vice President and Provost Velma Westbrook, Dr. David Whitney and the Faculty Senate.
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