S.G.A. SENATE MEETING

October 13, 2025 
The meeting was called to order in the Leaders Suite at 4:00 p.m.  Presiding officer was Vice President Adriana Magallon. The Recording Secretary was Dolly McGeever.

The prayer was led by Elbie Hahn and the pledge was given by Senator Clare Durocher.

The Nicholls Student Government Association Mission Statement was read by Senator Evan Louviere and Senator Trey Thibodaux read the first value of the Nicholls Creed.
The following Executive Board members were present: President Cruz Cassard, Vice President Adriana Magallon, Vice President Pro-Tempore Evan Louviere, Treasurer Ethan Gisclair, Director of Student Rights & Grievances Justin Helper, Director of Public Relations Callie Becnel, Religious Liberty Director Ryan Bergeron and Secretary Dolly McGeever.
The following Senators were present:  Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Danny Woods, II, Luke Pitre, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Jaiden Valure, Daniel Roy, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Clare Durocher, Gracie Martin, Elbie Hahn, Maverick Dufrene, Hally Patel, Trey Thibodaux, Jett Le, Jaxon Lawson, Beau Marcel, Nick Moore, John Landry, Caleb Nieves and Aaron Durocher.
The following Senators were absent:  Brooklyn Savoie and Charles de Mattos.
Student Supreme Court was represented by Chief Justice Kate Clement.
Election Commission was represented by Election Commission Member My Le (appointed).
Guests present were Dr. Jay Clune, University President, Dr. Michele Caruso, Vice President of Student Affairs and Student Government Advisor and Bridge to  Independence student.
Minutes were not presented for approval.
GUEST SPEAKER:  Dr. Jay Clune
I have a few updates.  We had a Capital Outlay visit today talking about what’s coming.  One of the big things is the College of Business School of Marine Transportation that will go to architect select in November meaning that an architect will be chosen to design that.  There will also be an Annex at the Coastal Center for the new Engineering Program that will go to architect select as well in November.  We showed them the band building.  If you ever walk into that, there’s an extension they’re building.  It’s been there for about five years.  We asked them for some emergency money to try to fix that properly.  We’ve tried everything, pulled up the floor, sealed the ceiling, painted the ceiling, put in air purifiers, had an LSU Environmental Firm here, and private Environmental firms here.  We’ve tried everything and nothing seems to work.  We think it’s some insulation between the metal roof and the wooden ceiling that is decomposing causing that smell and we’re working on that.  So, if you hear some of your many band constituents comment, that’s one of the issues we’re going to be working through now.  

If you haven’t been out, the Soccer team is doing very well.  They tied Southeastern last night.  They tied Houston Christian.  That is a very big deal.  We’ve been losing at Soccer for a long time and we have a much better women’s soccer program now.  Also, volleyball has been competitive.  They have games Thursdays and Sundays of this week if you get a chance to go out.  I know it’s not part of the university but Acadian Music Fest supports the university so if you’re going out, attend the Acadian Music Fest because they support the university.  
Some things coming up.  Maybe your parents might participate in the Bon Vin which is a fundraiser on October 29th.  You get to see the new Coastal Center.  Your parents, relatives and anyone who might want to support scholarships, it’s a big deal.  Homecoming is November 1st.  That’s on the horizon as well and I want to thank you for your leadership.  You’re our best recruiter.  When you go out to the community, remind everyone that this is a great 
GUEST SPEAKER CONTINUED:
education, a safe environment, with nurturing colleagues, staff, faculty and opportunities to get involved.  You’re our best recruiter so when you go back to your high school, talk up Nicholls.  It makes a big impact because we’re not producing a lot of 18 year old in our region.  We need to get the majority of them to come here and not go somewhere else.  

GUEST SPEAKER:  Dr. Michele Caruso
We want to thank those of you who attended the Student Advisory meeting last week.  It’s quite productive.  Once we have the notes organized, we can share that so everybody can see what your peers represented for you and to remind you that the All Majors Career Fair is this Wednesday.  So, talk it up with your constituents.  It’s a great opportunity for you to network with potential employees for either first or the next phase of your careers or graduate programs.  Do dress appropriately.  If you come to school in your shorts and t-shirts, we’re going to have the career closet out there from Career Services that you can take some clothes from to use and take home forever.  Even if you do come dressed appropriately that day, you can still look through the clothes and take anything that catches your eye that you may be able to use for an interview.  There are network interaction opportunities and you can have professional head shots as well.  Come with that in mind.
OFFICER REPORTS:

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – CRUZ CASSARD
Here are some campus updates that I wanted to touch base on: 
· First, my team and I are in receipt of the ideas from the Student Advisory Committee dealing with everything from parking ideas, revising Tillou’s Traditions and addressing academic concerns.

· Next, I had a Process Meeting with the SEP (Strategic Enrollment Plan) last week and we talked about everything from the modernization of the reservation process, allowing credit card payment on campus in the controller’s office, and lessening the number of hoops students have to jump through (i.e., drop forms). 

· Also, I had a great conversation with Dr. Clune and Dr. Keller on the many ways that we can improve the student experience both in and out of the classroom. 

· Last, if anyone would like to see the UL System Report of my fellow colleagues from our last SAC Meeting, please let me know. 

· I also want to give a big shout out to my executive team for helping me cover the many meetings of last week. It felt like I had to be in five different places at the same time. Thank you all. 

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT RIGHTS & GRIEVANCES’ REPORT – JUSTIN HELPER 
·  I have been receiving grievances from students this past week and working with them. 

·  Reminder: This Wednesday, October's “Senator Update”, is going to be live. Be on the lookout for the email with the link. If you have any questions please reach out. 

·  Reminder: Senator-Dean Verification Forms are in my Box. There is a return folder for after you have met with your Dean   

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY REPORT – RYAN BERGERON
Here are some announcements: 

· I will be having a meeting with FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) director, FCA President, and FCA ministry leader of the region this Wednesday at 1:30 pm.
· Campus United: The plan for Campus United has been sent to each organization on campus!! I’m waiting to hear some feedback from each organization if they are interested.

Upcoming events: 

· Colonel Catholics: NOBA: Free Lunch from 10am-1pm on Wednesdays at St. Thomas Aquinas.
· BCM: Free Lunch from 11am-1pm on Mondays. 

· BCM: Family Groups on Mondays and Tuesdays from 4:30-5:30 at the BCM.
· BCM: Merges on Thursdays from 7:30-8:30 pm at the BCM. 

· Chi-Alpha: They are having their weekly contact table event in the union lobby and the quad from 9:30-12 on Tuesdays. 
OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY REPORT CONTINUED:
· Chi-Alpha: They are having their worship service (Chi-Alpha XA Live) at 7pm at Gouaux Hall every Tuesday. 

· Delight: Bible Study every Wednesday from 6-7:30 pm in the Student Union Bayou Suite. 

· Chosen Colonels: Fellowship and Bible Study meeting on Mondays at 6:30 pm. 
TREASURER’S REPORT – ETHAN GISCLAIR
· We have about $2,000 in Campus Improvements and $6,000 in Senator Projects.
· Keep filling out verification forms.
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS’ REPORT – CALLIE BECNEL
· I have the Ngage code if you would like it.  Just see me after the meeting. 

· SGA Cookout is November 16th. I’ll send more info when I have it. For now, just mark your calendars for that day. 

· Reminder to get your service hour forms in.  If you need another form, I have some in my office. Remember that there may be some type of award at the end of the semester for the person who has the most service hours. 
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

· As some of you have may have seen on the agenda, there are different motions pertaining to ACE and First Generation Advisory Council. Once established by Executive Orders, they also became Ad Hoc Committees similar to our four SGA committees and work the same way. Motions can be made, amended and put in as New Business here but then go to their respective committees. Currently everything in Unfinished Business is tabled by the committees until they meet again.

· Cruz and I were invited by Dr. Clune to attend the Capital Outlay Visit. We got to speak with and meet many partners of the university, state partners, board of regents, UL system representatives, elected officials and other student leaders and talk about some exciting Nicholls Projects going forward.

ACTIONS TAKEN ON OLD BILLS
F2526-060
I move that the Senate allocate $3,044.20 from Campus Improvements line item to purchase housing carts for residents to use when moving in or out of residence halls.  Passed and signed.

F2526-061

I move that the Senate allocate $350 for students from the College of Business Sales Team to attend the International Collegiate Sales Competition in Orlando, Florida from November 5 – 8. Funds will be taken from the Senator Projects line item of the budget.  Passed and signed.
F2526-062

I move that the Senate allocate up to $400 for the NAACP Homecoming Fashion Show.  Funds will come from Senator Projects.  Passed and signed.
F2526-063

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s appointment of Aaron Durocher for the position of Senator of Veterans affairs.  Passed and signed.
F2526-064

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s and SPA President, Daniela Maldonado’s, appointment of Michael Bourgeois for the position of Election Commission Member.  Passed and signed.
F2526-065

I move that the Senate fund up to $450 to help Phi Mu fund a Pickleball event.  The funds will come from the Senator Projects lint item.  Passed and signed.
STUDENT SUPREME COURT REPORT:  Chief Justice Kate Clement
SPA Events:
· Pumpkin painting & Fall pies on October 16 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. in the Student Union Snack Bar.

· Looking for volunteers for Alive@5 on October 30, 2025.
ELECTION COMMISSION REPORT​​:  Michael Bourgeois
Online Election to elect the 2025 Homecoming King & Queen begins next Tuesday, October 21, at 8:00 a.m. and ends on Thursday, October 23, at 12:00 p.m. noon.  Results will be announced during half time at the Homecoming Game on Saturday, November 1.

Please remember to vote and encourage your friends to vote so we can have a great voter turnout.

HOMECOMING DISPLAY CONTEST:

There are 6 Greek Organizations, 3 Student Organizations, 3 Nicholls Community Departments and 2 Downtown Businesses competing.  

On campus, that competition will be held on Wednesday, October 29rd.  Details about the competition and judging will be provided next week. 

SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Public Relations Committee:  Mr/Ms Nicholls & Banquet – Homecoming & Holiday Social:  Mia Nunez, Chair; Brooklyn Savoie, Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Mia Nunez, Elbie Hahn, Luke Pitre, Jaiden Valure, Clare Durocher, Daniel Roy and Nick Moore.
Absent:
Senator Brooklyn Savoie and John Landry.
Guests:
Director Callie Becnel 

We discussed the following:

· One motion passed.
Finance Committee:  Danny Woods, II, Chair; Trey Thibodaux Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Danny Woods, II, Trey Thibodaux, Mia Nunez, Luke Pitre, Elbie Hahn, Nick Moore and Caleb Nieves.
Absent:
Senator John Landry (excused).

Guests:
Treasurer Ethan Gisclair.
We discussed the following:

· No motions were discussed.
Campus/Academic Affairs Committee:  Gracie Martin, Chair; Ross Rodrigue, Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Gracie Martin, Ross Rodrigue, Elbie Hahn, Chelsie Martin, Maverick Dufrene, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Trey Thibodaux, Hally Patel, Daniel Roy, Beau Marcel, Caleb Nieves and Jaxon Lawson.
Absent:
Senator Brooklyn Savoie (excused).

Guests:
Director Justin Helper, Dr. Gary LaFleur, Jeff Brown and Dr. Tricia Cobb.
We discussed the following:

· Three motions passed. Two motions were about department trips and another was about a TV needed for a Biology Department classroom.
SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTINUED:

Judiciary Committee:  Jaiden Valure, Chair; Angelie Barrios De La Cruz – Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Jaiden Valure, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Clare Durocher, Gracie Martin, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Danny Woods, II, Hally Patel, Maverick Dufrene, Evan Louviere, Beau Marcel, Caleb Nieves and Jaxon Lawson.
Absent:
Senator Brooklyn Savoie (unexcused).

Guests:
Vice President Adriana Magallon, Dr. Janice Lyn and Election Commission Member Karishma Nathaniel.
We discussed the following:

· Two motions passed.

· One motion failed

· One nomination for election Commission passed.

· One excuse passed.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

F2526-066a
I move to take the motion to fund the Research Conference from the table.

1. Angelie Barrios De La Cruz
2. Mary G, Martin
Move into vote:

Passed For–23
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-066
I move that the Senate allocate up to $999 to fund registration, housing and meals for 8 students and 2 chaperones.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects.
1. Angelie Barrios De La Cruz
2. Mary G. Martin
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–23
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-067a
I move to take the motion to ratify Constitutional Amendment #1 from the table.
1. Danny Woods, II
2. Mary G. Martin
Move into vote:
Passed For–23
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-067
I move that the Senate ratify this Amendment and direct the Election Commission to display the ballot question on the ballot.  (Re:  Renaming Student Life Positions and Academic Colleges.)
1. Danny Woods, II
2. Mary G. Martin
Discussion:  Senator Danny W. defers to President Cruz C. who said this Amendment is about modernizing the Student Senate to really focus on needs that we’ve heard from students across campus.  From Campus Dining to Residential Living to other aspects of campus that would really allow students to specialize and focus on issues that affect students all the time.  We also have a lot of problems sometimes filling seats so instead of having vacant seats, we can really get students that are engaged and want to solve real problems about students.  It brings Student Government into a more modern way by really serving what we hear about all the time, especially from Student Advisory to other working groups across campus.  It’s about real student needs and to figure out better ways we can serve them.  

COMMENT:
Senator Jaiden V. said one of the concerns I have is it would be taking away representation from a college.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS CONTINUED:

President Cruz C. said it’s not more about taking away but about renaming.  We’re a great Senate but I think we can always do our job better.  I think we can meet the students where they are. I think we need positions that actually target student needs.  That’s what this Amendment does.  It results in serving students, in meeting students where they are. It’s results that are highly focused on solving problems.  For example, when you were in Campus Improvements two weeks ago and had the idea about adding a certain drink to the catalog of drinks that we have in the Grid.  You engaged with Director Justin H. and with Chairwoman Gracie M.  Then Senator Evan L. and others and Justice Elizabeth A. went to the Campus Dining Association and talked about it.  It would be great to have a Senator there because we’re all ranked a million ways, but they’re going to call a contract to see if its possible.  So student voices are powerful.  This Amendment is about empowering student voices in specialized places.  If this passes and we get this in place and tell enough of your friends, you can be the voice of change in those areas.

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–22
Against-0
 Abstained-1
F2526-068a
I move to take the motion to fund Biological Science TV from the table.
1. Maverick Dufrene
2. Ross Rodrigue
Move into vote:

Passed For–23
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-068
I move that the Senate allocate up to $600 from Campus Improvements line item to purchase a TV for Biology.
1. Maverick Dufrene
2. Ross Rodrigue 
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–23
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-069a

I move to take the motion to ratify Constitutional Amendment #2 from the table.  

1. Mary G. Martin
2. Chelsie Martin

Move into vote:

Passed For–23
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-069

I move that the Senate ratify this Amendment and direct the Election Commission to display the ballot question on the ballot. (Re:  Line of Succession)

1. Mary G. Martin
2. Chelsie Martin

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–23
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-070a
I move to take the motion to fund Homecoming Refreshments from the table.

1. Charles de Mattos
2. Brooklyn Savoie

Move into vote:

Passed For–23
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-070

I move that the Senate allocate up to $300 for Homecoming Court Refreshments.  Funds will come from Senator Projects line item of the budget.

1. Charles de Mattos
2. Brooklyn Savoie

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–23
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-071a
I move to take the motion to fund a Student Educational Experience from the table.
1. Jaxon Lawson
2. Maverick Dufrene

UNFINISHED BUSINESS CONTINUED:

Move into vote:

Passed For–23
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-071
I move that the Senate allocate up to $1,000 for the Student Educational Experience.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects line item of the budget.

1. Jaxon Lawson

2. Maverick Dufrene
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–23
Against-0
 Abstained-0

NEW BUSINESS:

F2526-072
I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, and SPA President, Daniela Maldonado’s, appointment of My Le for the position of Election Commission Member.
1. Ross Rodrigue
2. Angelie Barrios De La Cruz
Senator Ross R. spoke of characteristics and recommended approval.
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–23
Against-0
 Abstained-0

According to Article IV, Revision of Rules on Specific Motions and Amendments, Section 8 of the Cassard Corollary, all legislation will be automatically tabled.  
Any remaining motions in new business were tabled automatically without being read into the record.
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Orientation/University Budget Committee – Cruz Cassard and Ethan Gisclair
· Overview of University Expenses/Revenues

· Breakdown of different types of budget
Student Success & Retention – Adriana Magallon
· Implementation of new Journey campaigns on Navigate aimed at helping students. Academic Improvement Journey, semesterly or seniority journeys.
· Scantron machine for College of Business and test assist discussion left for next meeting.

· Overview of Academic Working Group findings.

· Needed funding for need based/hardship scholarships.

· Campaign for payment plans as well.
· Navigate contain major specific career help.
· Potential workings of Dual Enrollment Scholarship for 1st time students.

· Wellness Hub in Elkins, Welcome tour spot in Candies.
DISCUSSION PERIOD:
None.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Several announcements were made for student organization fundraising events.

Adriana M. 

We’ll be dressing up for Halloween at the next meeting. 

The following officer was sworn in by Chief Justice Kate Clement.
My Le – Election Commission Member
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:47 p.m. 
