S.G.A. SENATE MEETING

October 20, 2025 
The meeting was called to order in the Leaders Suite at 4:00 p.m.  Presiding officer was Vice President Adriana Magallon. The Recording Secretary was Dolly McGeever.

The prayer was led by Brooklyn Savoie and the pledge was given by Senator Nick Moore.

The Nicholls Student Government Association Mission Statement was read by Senator Jaxon Lawson and Senator Angelie Barrios De La Cruz read the first value of the Nicholls Creed.
The following Executive Board members were present: President Cruz Cassard, Vice President Adriana Magallon, Vice President Pro-Tempore Evan Louviere, Treasurer Ethan Gisclair, Director of Student Rights & Grievances Justin Helper, Director of Public Relations Callie Becnel, Religious Liberty Director Ryan Bergeron and Secretary Dolly McGeever.
The following Senators were present:  Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Danny Woods, II, Luke Pitre, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Jaiden Valure, Daniel Roy, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Brooklyn Savoie, Clare Durocher, Gracie Martin, Elbie Hahn, Maverick Dufrene, Hally Patel, Trey Thibodaux, Jett Le, Jaxon Lawson, Beau Marcel, Charles de Mattos, Nick Moore, John Landry, Caleb Nieves and Aaron Durocher.
Student Supreme Court was not represented.
Election Commission was represented by Election Commission Members Michael Bourgeois and My Le.
Guests present were Dr. Michele Caruso, Vice President of Student Affairs and Student Government Advisor, Dr. Brigett Scott, Professor and Associate Dean of Allied Health Services and Bridge to  Independence student.
Minutes were not presented for approval.
GUEST SPEAKER:  Mr. Michele Caruso
We want to thank those of you who attended the Student Advisory meeting last week.  It’s quite productive.  Once we have the notes organized, we can share that so everybody can see what your peers represented for you.  I’m reminding you that the All Majors Career Fair is this Wednesday so talk it up with your constituents.  It’s a great opportunity to network with potential employers for either the next phase of your career or graduate programs.  Do dress appropriately.  If you come to school in your shorts and t-shirts, you can choose some clothes to use and to take home permanently from the Career Services Career Closet.  Even if you dress appropriately that day, you can still look through the clothes and take anything that you may be able to use for an interview.  There are network interaction opportunities and you can have professional head shots taken as well.  Attend with that in mind.
OFFICER REPORTS:

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – CRUZ CASSARD
Here are some campus updates that I wanted to touch base on: 
· Earlier today, I sent out an email to the student body and campus community informing them of the work that we all have been doing. I want to give a big shout out to Director Becnel for the creative design of the SGA Newsletter. We plan to send these out once/twice a semester as a means to keep the student body updated while showing my Administration’s commitment to full transparency. 

· Last week I spoke to Faculty Senate President Dr. Meder as Faculty Senate is aiming to reform the University Committee System. If anyone has any suggestions please let me know. We will most likely be introducing a resolution to address this topic too. 
OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:

PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED:
· Also, this week is the Hall of Fame Game for football – and it’s a home game. We will be celebrating many greats of Nicholls Athletics such as Stephanie Barnett (women's tennis 2014-19), James Bergeron (baseball 1970-73), Kali Clement (softball 2018-19), Chase Fourcade (football) 2016-19), Sully Laiche (2016-19) and Matt Roan (Athletics Director 2016-2020).
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT RIGHTS & GRIEVANCES’ REPORT – JUSTIN HELPER 
· 
I have been receiving grievances from students this past week and working with them. 
·  I have with me the Senator-Dean Verification Form for the 8 Senators that need it.  Meet me after the meeting. 
· 
Reminder: October's “Senator Update” is live and due November 3rd.  Email from me with the link. If you have any questions please reach out. 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY REPORT – RYAN BERGERON
Here are some announcements:
· I have a meeting with Colonel Catholics President and Vice President on Friday at 1:00 pm.
· Campus United: still working on meeting with every President and Vice President.
· BCM: They’re bringing back tenting; it will be from 10:30 am-11:30 am on Thursdays. So, if interested in what the BCM is and what they offer please come check out the table.
· Last week, I had a meeting with the FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) Director, the Ministry Leader of the region and the President. It was phenomenal, we talked about many ideas and insights on how we can get students plugged into FCA.

Here are some upcoming events:
· Colonel Catholics: NOBA (Not on Bread Alone): Free Lunch from 10 am-1 pm on Wednesdays at St. Thomas Aquinas. 
· BCM: Free Lunch from 11 am-1 pm on Mondays.
· BCM: Family Groups on Mondays and Tuesdays from 4:30-5:30 pm at the BCM
· BCM: Merges on Thursdays from 7:30-8:30 pm at the BCM.
· Chi- Alpha: They are having their weekly contact table event in the union lobby and the quad from 9:30-12 on Tuesdays.
· Chi-Alpha: They are having their worship service (Chi-Alpha XA Live) at 7 pm at Gouaux Hall every Tuesday.
· Delight: Bible Study every Wednesday from 6 pm-7:30 pm at the Student Union Bayou Suite.
· Chosen Colonels: Fellowship and Bible Study meeting on Mondays at 6:30 pm.
TREASURER’S REPORT – ETHAN GISCLAIR
We have about $2,000 in Campus Improvements and $3,000 in Senator Projects.
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS’ REPORT – CALLIE BECNEL
· I have the Ngage code if you would like it, just see me after the meeting.
· Reminder to get your service hour forms in - if you need another form I have some in my office. Remember that there may be some type of award at the end of the semester for the person who has the most service hours. 
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

· First off, everyone looks fabulous for our Halloween meeting. Please do not jet out of our meeting today as Dr. Caruso will be naming our winner for both guys and girls. 

· Last week I attended the Student Success and Retention committee.  We discussed a lot of good information regarding Navigate and how it can be best used for students and faculty. In short, it is an awesome tool we are still learning about.  Hopefully, in the near future it can be used to guide students by year and even be further used for first time students, areas of academics like advising, and academic appeals, etc.
OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED:

Also, from student success and retention, we were able to discuss two projects SGA would like to collaborate on.  It’s our test assist fund and a College of Business need but more on that next time we meet. 

· The other thing I have today is a summary of where our Tech Fee team is. We have explored each proposal and know what projects are prominent going into the meetings where the fund allocation will be for each project.
· The student working groups are also advancing along and we are beginning to receive specific tasks and subcommittees to explore the best benefits to building up Nicholls. 
ACTIONS TAKEN ON OLD BILLS
F2526-066
6I move that the Senate allocate up to $999 to fund registration, housing and meals for 8 students and 2 chaperones.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects.  Passed and signed.
F2526-067

I move that the Senate ratify this Amendment and direct the Election Commission to display the ballot question on the ballot.  (Re:  Renaming Student Life Positions and Academic Colleges.)  Passed and signed.
F2526-068

I move that the Senate allocate up to $600 from Campus Improvements line item to purchase a TV for Biology.  Passed and signed.
F2526-069

I move that the Senate ratify this Amendment and direct the Election Commission to display the ballot question on the ballot. (Re:  Line of Succession.)  Passed and VETOED.
According to the SGA Bylaws, Article VIII, Letter B, Number 2, for the following reasons, I have decided that the Motion to ratify Constitutional

Amendment #2 will not become law:
1. The amendment attached by the Judiciary Committee undermines the key revision in the Constitutional Amendment. This revision allows the new Student Body President (if such a case were to arise) to be able to select their new Student Body Vice President. It is key to any Executive Board to have a team that can trust each other and it is vital to have a Vice President that the President can rely on. The Amendment could undermine this very premise.

2. The amendment attached by the Judiciary Committee would now conflict with the next sentence in the Amendment. So there would have to be more changes made to the Amendment to make it work coherently.

3. Furthermore, for the clarification of Senators, the nominated Vice President would undergo the exact same process that a Senate nominee, a Supreme Court nominee, or an Election Commission nominee would undergo.

4. Another reason that this bill shall not become law (for the reasons listed above) is due to the nature of putting things on the ballot for students to vote on. For the proper explanation of the other Constitutional Amendment #1 that shall become law, it would be best to hold off from placing too many items on the ballot. 

Due to the reasons above, this is not the time for Amendment #2 and I have acted accordingly.

F2526-070

I move that the Senate allocate up to $300 for Homecoming Court Refreshments.  Funds will come from Senator Projects line item of the budget.  Passed and signed.
F2526-071

I move that the Senate allocate up to $1,000 for the Student Educational Experience.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects line item of the budget.  Passed and signed.
OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED:

F2526-072

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, and SPA President, Daniela Maldonado’s, appointment of My Le for the position of Election Commission Member.  Passed and signed.
STUDENT SUPREME COURT REPORT:  
No report.
ELECTION COMMISSION REPORT​​:  My Le
Remember to vote online this week from October 21 to 23 for Homecoming King and Queen and the Amendment to the Constitution that reads:

“Do you support adjusting the composition of all SGA branches and creating new senator positions: International Senator, First Generation Senator, Residential Living Senator, and Campus Dining Senator?”

Results of the Amendment will be announced on Thursday after the election in the Student Union.

Another online election planned next week from October 29 to 30 to vote on your favorite Homecoming Displays for the Students’ Choice Award valued at $100 for each group.  Winners will be announced at Alive@5 on Thursday.   

SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Public Relations Committee:  Mr/Ms Nicholls & Banquet – Homecoming & Holiday Social:  Mia Nunez, Chair; Brooklyn Savoie, Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Mia Nunez, Brooklyn Savoie, Elbie Hahn, Luke Pitre, Jaiden Valure, Clare Durocher, Daniel Roy, John Landry and Nick Moore.
Guests:
Director Callie Becnel 

We discussed the following:

· One motion passed.
Finance Committee:  Danny Woods, II, Chair; Trey Thibodaux Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Danny Woods, II, Trey Thibodaux, Mia Nunez, Luke Pitre, Elbie Hahn, John Landry and Nick Moore.
Guests:
Treasurer Ethan Gisclair.
We discussed the following:

· No report.
Campus/Academic Affairs Committee:  Gracie Martin, Chair; Ross Rodrigue, Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Gracie Martin, Ross Rodrigue, Elbie Hahn, Brooklyn Savoie, Chelsie Martin, Maverick Dufrene, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Trey Thibodaux, Hally Patel, Daniel Roy, Beau Marcel, Caleb Nieves and Jaxon Lawson.
Guests:
Director Justin Helper, Dr. Gary LaFleur, John Landry and Blakely Hyatt.
We discussed the following:

· One motion passed.
Judiciary Committee:  Jaiden Valure, Chair; Angelie Barrios De La Cruz – Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Jaiden Valure, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Clare Durocher, Gracie Martin, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Danny Woods, II, Hally Patel, Maverick Dufrene, Evan Louviere, Beau Marcel, Caleb Nieves, Jaxon Lawson and Aaron Durocher.
SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTINUED:
Judiciary Committee Report Continued:
Absent:
Senator Brooklyn Savoie (unexcused).

Guests:
Vice President Adriana Magallon, Elbie Hahn, Trey Thibodaux and Daniel Roy.

We discussed the following:

· Two motions passed along with an amendment to one of them.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

F2526-073a
I move to take the motion to fund the Campus Ministry Awakening from the table.
1. John Landry
2. Beau Marcel
Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-073
I move that the Senate allocate up to $800 for CMI Awakening cost.  Funds will come from Senator Projects.
1. John Landry
2. Beau Marcel
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-074a
I move to take the motion to fund Phi Mu Alpha’s National event from the table.
1. Brooklyn Savoie
2. Mia Nunez
Move into vote:
Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-074
I move that the Senate allocate up to $1,000 to Phi Mu Alpha to support hotel reservations, etc.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects.
1. Brooklyn Savoie
2. Mia Nunez
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0
F2526-075a
I move to take the motion to purchase hot plates/stirrers from the table.
1. Ross Rodrigue
2. Angelie Barrios De La Cruz
Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-075
I move that the Senate allocate up to $822 for the purchase of Hot plates/stirrers and $304.03 for D.C. Linear Power supplies for a total of $1,126.03.  Funds will be taken from Campus Improvements Line Item.
1. Ross Rodrigue
2. Angelie Barrios De La Cruz
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-076a
I move to take the motion to reform the Election Code Re: Homecoming buttons  from the table.  
1. Trey Thibodaux
2. Chelsie Martin

Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

UNFINISHED BUSINESS CONTINUED:

F2526-076
I move that the Senate adopt this reform to the Election Code.
1. Trey Thibodaux
2. Chelsie Martin
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-077a
I move to take the motion to upgrade Charging Stations from the table.

1. Beau Marcel
2. Mia Nunez
Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-077
I move that the Senate allot up to $750 for the purchase of Charging Stations for the Union.  Funds will be taken from Campus Improvements line item of the budget.

1. Beau Marcel
2. Mia Nunez
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-078a
I move to suspend the Rules of Procedure to allow the motion to be heard.  The reason for the suspension is the motion is in violation of Article VIII, Letter B., Number 6, Letters a and c of the Rules of Procedures.  (The Amendment/Motion was not tabled for one week prior to voting.)
1. Jaiden Valure
2. Charles de Mattos

Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-078b
I move to take the motion to revise the Completion Criteria for Tillou’s Traditions from the table.
1. Jaiden Valure
2. Charles de Mattos
Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-078
I move that the Senate adopts this Resolution changing the criteria for Tillou’s Traditions.
1. Jaiden Valure
2. Charles de Mattos
Discussion:  Senator Jaiden V. said we’re changing it to complete 42 instead of 48.  Some of the events are held only once or twice a year.  

Director Carrie B. said the Office of Student Engagement also has a record of events students have attended so there’s a record there also.

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

According to Article IV, Revision of Rules on Specific Motions and Amendments, Section 8 of the Cassard Corollary, all legislation will be automatically tabled.  
Any remaining motions in new business were tabled automatically without being read into the record.
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Athletic Council – Cruz Cassard 
They charged the committee.  There were no funds spent.

DISCUSSION PERIOD:
Senator Jaiden V. said this is about the Judiciary Committee.  First, I’m not going after anybody but if you’re opposed to a Bill, don’t ask why someone is voting on the bill.  Just tell the committee why you want to vote on the bill or why you don’t want to vote on the bill.  This leads me to another point, don’t be a yes man.  If you have any questions about it, speak up because there’s probably other people in the room that feel the same way and we can start discussion to find the best solution.  That’s why we’re here, to do what’s best for students.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Several announcements were made for student organizations fundraising events and provided information on other upcoming student organization events.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 
