S.G.A. SENATE MEETING

November 10, 2025 
The meeting was called to order in the Leaders Suite at 4:00 p.m.  Presiding officer was Vice President Adriana Magallon. The Recording Secretary was Dolly McGeever.

The prayer was led by Maverick Dufrene and the pledge was given by Senator Nick Moore.

The Nicholls Student Government Association Mission Statement was read by Senator Brooklyn Savoie and Senator Mary B. Martin read the first value of the Nicholls Creed.
The following Executive Board members were present: President Cruz Cassard, Vice President Adriana Magallon, Vice President Pro-Tempore Evan Louviere, Treasurer Ethan Gisclair, Director of Student Rights & Grievances Justin Helper, Director of Public Relations Callie Becnel and Secretary Dolly McGeever.
The following Executive Board member was absent:  Religious Liberty Director Ryan Bergeron.

The following Senators were present:  Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Danny Woods, II, Luke Pitre, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Jaiden Valure, Daniel Roy, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Brooklyn Savoie, Gracie Martin, Elbie Hahn, Maverick Dufrene, Trey Thibodaux, Jett Le, Jaxon Lawson, Beau Marcel, Charles de Mattos, Nick Moore, Caleb Nieves and Aaron Durocher.
The following Senators were absent:  Claire Durocher, Hally Patel and John Landry.
Student Supreme Court was represented by Justice Jacob Todd.
Election Commission was not represented.
Guests present were Dr. Michele Caruso, Vice President of Student Affairs and Student Government Advisor and Mr. Terry Braud, Executive Vice President for Finance and Administration.
Minutes were not presented for approval.
GUEST SPEAKER:  None.

OFFICER REPORTS:

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – CRUZ CASSARD
Here are some campus updates that I wanted to touch base on: 
· I want to wish everyone a happy National Vanilla Cupcakes Day and I want to congratulate Vice President Pro-Tempore Evan L. on his election to the SAE.
· Executive Board. My team looks forward to coordinating with the new SAE Executive Board in the upcoming months.

· This past weekend, I traveled to BPCC as part of COSBP. We gained insight into how BPCC addresses food insecurities on campus via the Cavalier Care Center. 
· I also had a System-wide meeting with all eight (8) of my colleagues. Also, President Montelibano at McNeese will be sending out a full UL System report soon so if anyone wants to see it just let me know.
Here are some updates on projects: 
· The newly created Senate positions applications will close this Friday at noon.

· I will send out the Google Form soon for the Senate to vote on who you think would be best suited to receive the Senator Scholarship. Votes will be due by finals week.

· Make sure to get your school/community hour papers to Director Callie B. by finals week. You will need a minimum of 3 hours per Bylaws.

· Also, if you haven’t completed your Dean-Senator Meeting, please do so or reach out to Director Justin H. for assistance.

OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT RIGHTS & GRIEVANCES’ REPORT – JUSTIN HELPER 
· I have been receiving grievances from students this past week and working with them.
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY REPORT – RYAN BERGERON
Here are some announcements:
· Last week, I had a meeting with FCA President and Vice President and Mr. David Constant (minister region of FCA) about 12 days of fitness; spiritual wellness day on Nov. 11, 2025.
· I have a meeting with Delight ministry on Nov. 12, 2025 in the Bayou Suite at 5 pm.
· 12 days of fitness: Spiritual Wellness Day will take place on Nov. 11, 2025 from 5 pm - 8 pm @ outside Nicholls Rec Center.  
Here are some upcoming events:
· Colonel Catholics: NOBA: Free Lunch from 10 am - 1 pm on Wednesdays at St. Thomas Aquinas. 

· BCM: Free Lunch from 11 am - 1 pm on Mondays.
· BCM: Family Groups on Mondays and Tuesdays from 4:30 - 5:30 pm at the BCM.
· BCM: Merges on Thursdays from 7:30 - 8:30 pm at the BCM.
· Chi-Alpha: They are having their weekly contact table event in the union lobby and the quad from 9:30 - 12 on Tuesdays.
· Chi-Alpha: They are having their worship service (Chi-Alpha XA Live) at 7 pm at Gouaux Hall every Tuesday. 

· Delight: Bible Study every Wednesday from 6 pm - 7:30 pm at the Student Union Bayou Suite.    
· Chosen Colonels: Fellowship and Bible Study meeting on Mondays at 6:30 pm. 

TREASURER’S REPORT – ETHAN GISCLAIR
All I have today is that you have really done amazing work this semester – we’ve spent almost all of our funds!  So between campus improvements and senator projects, we’ll have around $4,000 left over, and that rollover can be used for any emergency expenses during the break if you approve our interim funding plan.  It’ll also give us a little extra to spend when our funds are replenished in the spring,  So, we’ll most likely have a little over $30,000 for next semester between our two main line items.
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS’ REPORT – CALLIE BECNEL
· I have the Ngage code if you would like it, just see me after the meeting.
· Reminder to get your service hour forms in - if you need another form I have some in my office. Remember that there may be some type of award at the end of the semester for the person who has the most service hours.

· Pick up yearbooks in my office. 
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

· I attended my marketing and communication zoom. We are ahead of schedule with a full spreadsheet explaining our goals and tactics. A presentation on these goals will be given on the 18th to explain to the other working groups. The goal for now is to continue refining our spreadsheet until the final draft is due in March.

· The First Gen panel was very successful. We had a similar turn out as in past years and faculty is excited to get involved in future events and the experience in August. As a result more and more First Gens are interacting with council and joining our group chat. The First Gen brochure is looking better each day as the council has taken it into their hands and have begun improving it. Our next efforts will be geared towards promoting the finals breakfast giveaway Dec. 3. 

· Tech Fee last Friday likely set a record for the committee. We called role and attended to all business in 15 minutes flat. No one had any questions for Cruz’s report on the allocation of all Tech Fee funds 
OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED:
minus a small left over amount. The breakdown to each project will be presented to Purchasing by the chair this week or next. 

· There has been questions as to what counts towards legislation writing to meet the requirements of Senators for the semester. The conclusion E-board came to was that looking at all things submitted in Ngage and all things written in legislation form will count for the authoring Senator’s original motion count as per the scholarship guidelines.
ACTIONS TAKEN ON OLD BILLS
F2526-079
I move that the Senate allocate up to $672 for the purchase of Southeastern Tickets.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects.  Passed and signed.

F2526-080

I move that the Senate allocate up to $2,910.00 for ACE request #1.  Funds will be taken from the ACE line item.  Passed and signed.

F2526-081

I move that the Senate adopt the 1st Generation ADV request #1 and that the Senate see the legislation for more details.  Up to $222 will come from the 1st Gen AD line item. Passed and signed.

F2526-082

I move that the Senate adopt the 1sst Gen ADV request #2 and that the Senate see the legislation for more details. (Resolution.)  Passed and signed.

F2526-083

I move that the Senate allocate up to $270 help Delta Zeta fund a basketball tournament.  Funds will come from Senator Project line item.  Passed and signed.

STUDENT SUPREME COURT REPORT: Justice Jacob Todd
No report.

ELECTION COMMISSION REPORT​​:  
None.

SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Public Relations Committee:  Mr/Ms Nicholls & Banquet – Homecoming & Holiday Social:  Mia Nunez, Chair; Brooklyn Savoie, Co-Chair
No meeting held.
Finance Committee:  Danny Woods, II, Chair; Trey Thibodaux Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Danny Woods, II, Trey Thibodaux, Mia Nunez, Luke Pitre and Elbie Hahn.
Absent:
Senator John Landry and Nick Moore.

Guests:
Treasurer Ethan Gisclair and Jaiden Valure.
We discussed the following:
No meeting held.
Campus/Academic Affairs Committee:  Gracie Martin, Chair; Ross Rodrigue, Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Gracie Martin, Ross Rodrigue, Elbie Hahn, Brooklyn Savoie, Chelsie Martin, Maverick Dufrene, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Trey Thibodaux, Daniel Roy, Beau Marcel, Caleb Nieves, Jaxon Lawson and Aaron Durocher.
Absent:
Senator Hally Patel (unexcused).
Guests:
Director Justin Helper, Dr. Paul Wilson, Dr. John St. Marie and Jaiden Valure.
SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTINUED:
Campus/Academic Affairs Committee Continued:
We discussed the following:

· Two motions that passed.

· One motion was tabled.
Judiciary Committee:  Jaiden Valure, Chair; Angelie Barrios De La Cruz – Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Jaiden Valure, Claire Durocher, Gracie Martin, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Danny Woods, II, Hally Patel, Maverick Dufrene, Evan Louviere, Beau Marcel, Caleb Nieves, Jaxon Lawson and Aaron Durocher.
Absent:
Senators Claire Durocher (unexcused) and Hally Patel (unexcused) 
Guests:
Vice President Adriana Magallon and Trey Thibodaux.
We discussed the following:

· Two motions today.  One withdrew.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

F2526-084a
I move to take the motion to fund Tri Sigma Conference Fees from the table.

1. Mia Nunez
2. Chelsie Martin
Move into vote:

Passed For–22
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-084
I move that the Senate allocate up to $1,000 for the Tri Sigma Conference Fees.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects.
1. Mia Nunez
2. Chelsie Martin
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–22
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-085a
I move to discharge the SGA Test Assist Fund because it was tabled in committee due to lack of explanation.
1. Claire Durocher
2. Mary G. Martin
Move into vote:
Passed For–22
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-085
I move that the Senate adopt the plan for the SGA Test Assist Fund.
1. Claire Durocher
2. Mary G. Martin
Discussion:  Senator Gracie M. defers to President Cruz C. said we’re trying to establish a program that’s going to help pay for testing codes.  We believe that fees shouldn’t hold us back from success.  We believe putting this motion in place can work to implement and get all the logistic stuff done.  We’re in a good place to start that process.  Also, my colleague at Southeastern is doing the same thing there.  We’re going to be collaborating and sharing resources.  It’s a good program that can help a lot of students.  The Student Success and Retention Committee can also help pay for some of it.  It’s a good program to help students with certain fees depending on the legislation from LSAT, NCLEX and to other programs.  It was Senator Claire D.’s idea to find some ways to fund this.  For starting places, MCAT is one of the tricky ones as far as getting testing codes.  We’re just getting started.  Each test cost a different amount.  We’re going to work with Financial Aid to get started.  This is just formal authorization to get started.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS CONTINUED:

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–22
Against-0
 Abstained-0
F2526-086a
I move to take the motion for the SGA Interim Funding Plan from the table.
1. Danny Woods, II
2. Mia Nunez
Move into vote:

Passed For–22
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-086
I move that the Senate formulate the SGA Interim Funding Plan.
1. Danny Woods, II
2. Mia Nunez
Discussion:  Senator Danny W. defers to President Cruz C. who said this plan is allowing us to react when there are problems on campus over semester breaks. Usually we’ll do a food package at some point for International students and other students on campus.  This will allow us to use whatever funds are left after the Senate appears for the final meeting to address other things on campus that pop up.  We’re including the Senate on this.  It will be fully regulated.  
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–22
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-087a
I move to take the motion to revise the SGA Motto from the table.

1. Aaron Durocher
2. Mary G. Martin
Move into vote:

Passed For–22
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-087
I move that the Senate adopt this revision of the SGA Motto.
1. Aaron Durocher
2. Mary G. Martin
Discussion:  Senator Aaron D. defers to President Cruz C. who said we proposed updating our Motto to reflect the here and now.  I was not in Public Relations Committee when it was discussed.   

Senator Mia N. (Chair of PR Committee) said we had the old one and a lot of options for a new one.  We decided on a new Motto.

The current SGA Motto reads as follows:

“Hearing Every Voice.  Caring Enough To Listen”

The new SGA Motto would read as follows:

“One Voice, One Campus”

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–22
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-088a
I move to take the motion for the Mission Statement from the table.

1. Mia Nunez

2. Danny Woods, II
Move into vo2e:

Passed For–22
Against-0
 Abstained-0

UNFINISHED BUSINESS CONTINUED:

F2526-088
I move that the SGA mission statement is changed and updated.

1. Mia Nunez
2. Danny Woods, II
Discussion:  Senator Mia N. said the current statement reads as follows:

“The Nicholls State University Student Senate and Executive Board are diversified students dedicated to serving, representing, and unifying the student body of Nicholls State University.

As a team, mission is accomplished by exercising proper resource management, acting as the students' voice, and sponsoring projects and events that create a bond among the Nicholls Community.

To this end, we strive to create the best possible college experience for all students.”

Senator Mia N. said the new one would read as follows:
The Nicholls State University Student Government Association is the unified voice of the student body, dedicated to advancing the student experience through leadership, service, and action.

We represent student interests, strengthen campus life, and uphold the proud traditions of Nicholls State University. Guided by integrity and Colonel spirit, we work to build connections, inspire involvement, and make a lasting impact on the future of Nicholls State.

One Voice. One Spirit. One Nicholls.

Senator Mia N. said we consolidated it a little bit.

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–22
Against-0
 Abstained-0

NEW BUSINESS:
F2526-089a

I move to suspend the Rules of Procedure to allow the motion to be heard.  The reason for the suspension is the motion is in violation of Article VIII, Letter B., Number 6, Letters a and c of the Rules of Procedures.  (The Amendment/Motion was not tabled for one week prior to voting.)

1. Jaiden Valure

2. Danny Woods, II

Move into vote:

Passed For–22
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-089

I move that the Senate allocate up to $1,000 for SAE to attend their National Leadership School.

1. Jaiden Valure
2. Danny Woods, II

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–21
Against-1
 Abstained-0

F2526-090

I move that the Senate allocate up to $500 to Phi Mu Alpha’s hotel reservation, etc.  Funds will be taken from Campus Improvements.

1. Luke Pitre
2. Evan Louviere

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–19
Against-3
 Abstained-0

F2526-091

I move that the Senate allocate up $500 for 10 history majors to attend the International WWII Conference.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects.
1. Jaiden Valure
2. Angelie Barrios De La Cruz
NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED:
Discussion:  Senator Jaiden V. said Dr. Wilson attended the Committee meeting and said that originally the motion was requesting $500 but we amended it down to $250 because Liberal Arts provided $250 to attend the conference.  This is an International Conference where History professors around the world come to New Orleans.  This would be good for students to see how professionals do it, ask questions and for those who work for people who are in the field themselves.

The motion was amended in committee to read:

F2526-091a
I move that the Senate allocate up $250 for 10 history majors to attend the International WWII Conference.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects.

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–22
Against-3
 Abstained-0

According to Article IV, Revision of Rules on Specific Motions and Amendments, Section 8 of the Cassard Corollary, all legislation will be automatically tabled.  
Any remaining motions in new business were tabled automatically without being read into the record.
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE REPORTS:


COURSES & CURRICULA COMMITTEE – Gracie Martin and Chelsie Martin 
Culinary Prerequisite changes:  CULA 21, 405, 499; Courses deleted:  CULA 325, 423, 437.

English Modern languages and Cultural Studies:  Changed requirement for ENGL to include SPCH 104; Changed course description for ENGL 240 and added Course UNIV 150.

Business:  Program change for Marketing and Management.

DISCUSSION PERIOD:
None.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Several announcements were made for student organization fundraising events.

Justin H. 

Encouraged everyone to attend and support the football 



game.

Adriana M. 

Please come by my office to pick up your polo shirts.

Dolly M. 
Informed the Senate that the yearbooks at their table are for them to keep.  They paid for them when they paid their fees at the beginning of the semester

Announced the details of the Nicholls Can Wars that is now a Domino Box event.  Collect boxes and encourage your other student organizations to enter the contest.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:47 p.m. 
