S.G.A. SENATE MEETING

November 17, 2025 
The meeting was called to order in the Leaders Suite at 4:00 p.m.  Presiding officer was Vice President Adriana Magallon. The Recording Secretary was Dolly McGeever.

The prayer was led by Senator Caleb Nieves and the pledge was given by Senator John Landry.

The Nicholls Student Government Association Mission Statement was read by Senator Beau Marcel and Senator Chelsie Martin read the first value of the Nicholls Creed.
The following Executive Board members were present: President Cruz Cassard, Vice President Adriana Magallon, Vice President Pro-Tempore Evan Louviere, Treasurer Ethan Gisclair, Director of Student Rights & Grievances Justin Helper, Director of Public Relations Callie Becnel, Religious Liberty Director Ryan Bergeron and Secretary Dolly McGeever.
The following Senators were present:  Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Danny Woods, II, Luke Pitre, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Jaiden Valure, Daniel Roy, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Brooklyn Savoie, Claire Durocher, Gracie Martin, Elbie Hahn, Maverick Dufrene, Hally Patel, Trey Thibodaux, Jett Le, Jaxon Lawson, Beau Marcel, Charles de Mattos, Nick Moore, John Landry, Caleb Nieves, Aaron Durocher and Michael Bourgeois (appointed).
Student Supreme Court was not represented.
Election Commission was represented by Commission Member Michael Bourgeois.
Guests present were Dr. Jay Clune, University President and Dr. Michele Caruso, Vice President of Student Affairs and Student Government Advisor.
Minutes were not presented for approval.
GUEST SPEAKER:  Dr. Jay Clune
A couple of reminders…some of you are on the Enrollment Planning Committee.  They’re coming back to town tomorrow and Wednesday.  Don’t forget that Thursday is the game against Southeastern.  There’s a lot of tension.  There’s more in the stands than on the field so prepare yourself.
On December 11, there is a System Board meeting.  The UL System will be in town on our campus in the Coastal Center.  That’s a very big deal for us.  On December 14th there’s a holiday concert.  It’s fantastic if you can go.  They’re very talented musicians and a great time.

I want to congratulate those of you in the audience who are Colonel Leaders and Scholars recipients.  I congratulate you and it shows that you’re involved in many things.  Thank you for your leadership.

GUEST SPEAKER:  Dr. Michele Caruso

For the game on Thursday night, thank you for purchasing the student tickets for the game.  For the Board meeting as well, please walk over across the street.  I encourage you to attend.  
I want to remind you about the Hazing training that is mandatory. There is still a hand full of you that still have to complete it.  It is very serious.  It’s not something we can adapt or say don’t worry about it.  It came from the Legislature and handed down to the Board of Regents.  
OFFICER REPORTS:

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – CRUZ CASSARD
Here are some campus updates that I wanted to touch base on: 
· If you are not aware, this week is focused on defeating our biggest rivals, the Fighting Strawberries of Southeastern Louisiana (Lion Down!!). 

· Also, I want to thank Dr. Clune for the invitation in the President’s box during Saturday’s game. I believe Vice President Magallon and the First Lady of Northwestern State were exchanging soup recipes as well. 

· Last week, some of our Executive Board members met with the student leaders of Fletcher Technical and Community College. We discussed potential partnerships and areas of improvement. We look forward to continuing the discussion with them. 

· To our Senators, Congratulations on making it to the end of the semester and I hope that each of you finish strong. However, I do want to inform you that if an official of SGA is noncompliant with the mandatory hazing training – as it is due this Friday –, I will call a special meeting of the Senate (pursuant to Article IV, Section 2, Number 3 of the SGA Constitution) on November 24th at 4pm to address the situation and take action. Please get it done and please mark your calendars. 

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT RIGHTS & GRIEVANCES’ REPORT – JUSTIN HELPER 
· I have been receiving grievances from students this past week and working with them. 
· Senator-Dean Verification Forms due December 1st so make sure you get them turned in.
· Last week I attended a luncheon at Fletcher Tech with great discussions.
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY REPORT – RYAN BERGERON
Here are some announcements:
· Last week, I attended spiritual wellness day!! It went very well and I enjoyed seeing all the different RSOs participating and new people joining us!!

· Last week, I had a meeting with Delight. We discussed what their ministry is like, and campus united.
Upcoming Events: 

· This week, I have a meeting with Chosen Colonels via Zoom on Fridays from 8:30 am – 9 am.
· I’ll be meeting with all RSOs next semester to discuss Campus United. 

Colonels Catholics: NOBA: Free Lunch from 10 am – 1 pm on Wednesdays at St. Thomas Aquinas. 

· BCM: Free Lunch from 11am-1pm on Mondays.
· BCM: Family Groups on Mondays and Tuesdays from 4:30 - 5:30 pm at the BCM.
· BCM: Merges on Thursdays from 7:30 - 8:30 pm at the BCM.
· Chi-Alpha: They are having their weekly contact table event in the union lobby and the quad from 9:30 - 12 on Tuesdays.
· Chi-Alpha: They are having their worship service (Chi-Alpha XA Live) at 7 pm at Gouaux Hall every Tuesday. 

· Delight: Bible Study every Wednesday from 6pm-7:30 pm at the Student Union Bayou Suite.
· Chosen Colonels: Fellowship and Bible Study meeting on Mondays at 6:30 pm. 

TREASURER’S REPORT – ETHAN GISCLAIR
We have $3,500 between Campus Improvements and Senator Projects, and $8,000 in unallocated funds.

OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS’ REPORT – CALLIE BECNEL
· I have the Ngage code if you would like it, just see me after the meeting.

· Reminder to get your service hour forms in- if you need another form I have some in my office. Remember that there may be some type of award at the end of the semester for the person who has the most service hours.

· Pick up yearbooks in my office.
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

· Currently, I am looking into refining the Senate which leads me into some printouts I have with me today. They cover your availability for next spring and if you will need to switch around your committees. Please go over each sheet to make sure that any errors can be fixed!

· For Black History Month all budgets have been submitted there will be many panels that month spread across campus, events put on by SPA, and a few concerts. E-Board has agreed that we can help with refreshments or other needed materials for events.

· Friday, Cruz and I brought the ideas from Fletcher to Dr. Engolio and she is excited to see how we could possibly partner in the future. Then we visited Mrs. Misti Savoie who told us how University Health Services should be getting some small makeovers like paint and flooring.  She is also making strides to aid students when it comes to health services and having more medications accessible to students. 

ACTIONS TAKEN ON OLD BILLS
F2526-084
I move that the Senate allocate up to $1,000 for the Tri Sigma Conference Fees.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects.  Passed and signed.

F2526-085

I move that the adopt the plan for the SGA Test Assist Fund.  Passed and signed.

F2526-086

I move that the Senate formulate the SGA Interim Funding Plan.  Passed and signed.

F2526-087

I move that the Senate adopt this revision of the SGA Motto.  Passed and signed.

F2526-088

I move that the SGA mission statement is changed and updated.  Passed and signed.

F2526-089

I move that the Senate allocate up to $1,000 for SAE to attend their National Leadership School.  Passed and signed.
F2526-090

I move that the Senate allocate up to $500 to Phi Mu Symphonia’s hotel reservation, etc.  Funds will be taken from Campus Improvements.  Passed and signed.
F2526-091

I move that the Senate allocate $250 for 10 history majors to attend the International WWII Conference.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects.  Passed and signed.
SUPREME COURT REPORT​​:  

None.

ELECTION COMMISSION REPORT​​:  
None.

SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Public Relations Committee:  Mr/Ms Nicholls & Banquet – Homecoming & Holiday Social:  Mia Nunez, Chair; Brooklyn Savoie, Co-Chair
No meeting held.
Finance Committee:  Danny Woods, II, Chair; Trey Thibodaux Co-Chair
No meeting held.

Campus/Academic Affairs Committee:  Gracie Martin, Chair; Ross Rodrigue, Co-Chair
No meeting held.
Judiciary Committee:  Jaiden Valure, Chair; Angelie Barrios De La Cruz – Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Jaiden Valure, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Claire Durocher, Gracie Martin, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Danny Woods, II, Hally Patel, Maverick Dufrene, Evan Louviere, Beau Marcel, Jaxon Lawson and Aaron Durocher.
Absent:
Senator Caleb Nieves (unexcused).
Guests:
Vice President Adriana Magallon and Michael Bourgeois.
We discussed the following:

· Two appointments/transfers passed

· Two excuses passed.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

F2526-092a
I move to take the motion to adopt the ACE request #3 from the table.

1. Beau Marcel
2. Trey Thibodaux
Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-092
I move that the Senate adopt the ACE request #3 (tablets) and that the Senate see the legislation for more details.  The funds will come from ACE line item.

1. Beau Marcel
2. Trey Thibodaux
Discussion:  Senator Beau M. defers to Director Justin H. who said it’s for 6 tablets for the weight room. 


COMMENT:
Vice President Pro-Tempore Evan L. asked what exactly will the items be used for. Director Justin H. said it’s going to be used at the workout stations.  It has a lot of information such as how hard you’re pushing the weights. 

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

NEW BUSINESS:
F2526-093

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s transfer of Maverick Dufrene from Sciences & Technology Senator to the position of Religious Life Senator.

1. Trey Thibodaux
2. Danny Woods, II
Discussion:  Senator Trey T. spoke of characteristics and recommended approval.

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED:

F2526-094
I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s transfer of Michael Bourgeois from Election Commission to the position of Senator-at-Large.

1. John Landry
2. Mia Nunez
Discussion:  Senator John L. spoke of characteristics and recommended approval.

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-095a

I move to suspend the Rules of Procedure to allow the motion to be heard.  The reason for the suspension is the motion is in violation of Article VIII, Letter B., Number 6, Letters a and c of the Rules of Procedures.  (The Amendment/Motion was not tabled for one week prior to voting.)

1. Jaiden Valure

2. Danny Woods, II

Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-095
I move that the Senate allocate $1,000 to send 4 students to a Regional Leadership Conference.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects.
1. Jaiden Valure
2. Mia Nunez
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–23
Against-1
 Abstained-1
F2526-096
I move that the Senate allocate up to $130 for Library finals snacks. Funds will be taken from the Senator Projects line item.
1. Danny Woods, II
2. Mia Nunez
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–25
Against-0
 Abstained-0

According to Article IV, Revision of Rules on Specific Motions and Amendments, Section 8 of the Cassard Corollary, all legislation will be automatically tabled.  
Any remaining motions in new business were tabled automatically without being read into the record.
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE REPORTS:


STUDENT MEDIA COMMITTEE – Cruz Cassard
We selected the new KNSU Station Manager.
DISCUSSION PERIOD:
Senator Scholarship Selection
Secretary Dolly M. distributed the roster of four Senators, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Mia Nunez, Hally Patel and Jaiden Valure who are eligible for the $300 award.  She defers to President Cruz C. to explain the competition.  President Cruz C. said two scholarships are available, one from the Senate vote and the other from the E-Board vote.  The vote resulted in Mia Nunez and Jaiden Valure as the winners.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Several announcements were made for student organization fundraising events.

Adriana M. 
Distributed the Spring SGA meeting schedule to post on their calendars.

The following officers were sworn in by Vice President Adriana Magallon.
Maverick Dufrene – Religious Life Senator

Michael Bourgeois – Senator-at-Large
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:44 p.m. 
