S.G.A. SENATE MEETING

August 25, 2025 
The meeting was called to order in the Marie Falgoust Faculty/Staff Room of Ellender Memorial Library at 4:00 p.m.  Presiding officer was Vice President Adriana Magallon. The Recording Secretary was Dolly McGeever.
The prayer was led by Senator​​ Ross Rodrigue and the pledge was given by Senator Mary G. Martin.

The Nicholls Student Government Association Mission Statement was read by Senator Luke Pitre and Senator Chelsie Martin read the first value of the Nicholls Creed.

The following Executive Board members were present: President Cruz Cassard, Vice President Adriana Magallon, Vice President Pro-Tempore Evan Louviere, Treasurer Ethan Gisclair, Director of Student Rights & Grievances Justin Helper, Director of Public Relations Callie Becnel and Secretary Dolly McGeever.
The following Senators were present:  Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Danny Woods, II, Luke Pitre, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Jaiden Valure, Daniel Roy, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Claire Durocher, Gracie Martin, Elbie Hahn and Maverick Dufrene.
The following Senators were absent:
 Brooklyn Savoie, Ryan Dimitri, Joseph Lirette, Carson Domangue, Landon Becnel, Hally Patel and Trey Thibodaux.
Student Supreme Court was represented by Justice Elizabeth Ayers.
Election Commission was not represented.

Guests present were Dr. Jay Clune, University President, Mr. Terry Braud, Executive Vice President for Finance and Administration, Dr. Michele Caruso, Vice President of Student Affairs and Student Government Association Advisor,  Amanda Fremin, Assistant to the Vice President of Student Affairs and Delta Zeta Sorority Members.
Minutes of August 18, 2025 were approved as printed.
GUEST SPEAKER:  Dr. Jay Clune

I want to thank all the students who turned out on Saturday.  That was absolutely huge on how this university was portrayed to the national audience.  It was unfortunate that you could not watch the commercials but it put us in a great light with all those commercials coming out about Nicholls. The fact that the announcers spent an evening or a day in the Chef John Folse Culinary Institute and were bragging about it, it’s just a great thing all around.  I want to thank you and the win made it just that much better. If you are so inclined, Coach Rybacki has his coach’s show tonight at 6:00 p.m. at Big Mike’s if you want to go over there and hear more about the football game.  

We’ve seen a lot of progress around campus.  We’re redoing the Century Room which is being completely redone over the next five weeks  You’ll also see, in about the next month and a half, we’re putting on new paneling on Gouaux Hall so that Hall will completely change in  how it looks.  There’s going to be new landscaping in front of Gouaux Hall.  At the Coastal Center, we’re taking the paneling off the building to put new paneling.  That will take about a month and a half, starting today.


COMMENT:
Senator Jaiden V. asked about the timeline on finishing the Coastal Building.  Dr. Clune said there are three phases to the Coastal Center.  There’s the initial phase which is going on now.  The paneling coming off and going on is part of phase one.  Then there’s the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority that will occupy 5,000 square feet there which is phase two.  That contract will be in the next month.  Then there’s an exhibit contract with about 3,000 to 3,500 square feet of high-end exhibits.  That will start at the end of this month.  So, I would think probably everything will be done by next Spring and the landscaping.  It has eight laboratories and conference room space.  You
GUEST SPEAKER CONTINUED:

 

may have classes in there.  It’s a beautiful building.  I know at some point, if SGA would want to take a tour, we could certainly open it up. 
Thank you for your leadership.  I see we have some sorority women here.  I think Sorority Rush was fantastic.  The fraternity Rush looks like it’s going really well right now and I thank you for being so participatory in the college experience. 
GUEST SPEAKER:  Dr. Michele Caruso

I just want to reiterate what Dr. Clune said about how appreciative we are and how excited we were to see students come out on Saturday.  If we can use that as a launching pad for the whole semester for everything, football, volleyball, soccer and the other activities we have on campus, that would be fantastic.  
OFFICER REPORTS:

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – CRUZ CASSARD
I wanted to give a big shout out to everyone who attended the Historic Game Zero (0). I hope everyone made memories that will last a lifetime. 

I want to update everyone on a few projects:
· Residential Living Murals = University Marketing in working on starting the designs (big thanks to Ms. Pattie/Mr. Terry in Purchasing for all the help).
· Focus on Career Alignment = I have been appointed by the UL System President to represent all System schools on this Statewide Taskforce with a focus on creating more workforce development opportunities on campuses. If anyone has any ideas, just let me know. 

· Food Safety Awareness Week = Next Week will be SGA + Dining Services “Food Safety Awareness Week”.  We have partnered with them to provide food safety magnets and thermometers for the Brady Apartments and other areas in the Residence Halls. 

If anyone needs anything, just let me know or reach out to an Executive Board member. 

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT RIGHTS & GRIEVANCES’ REPORT – JUSTIN HELPER 
· I’ve met with students with appeals and grievances this past week.
· The first Senator Update will be sent out next Tuesday, Sept. 2nd and due the following Monday Sept. 8th.
· Reminder to all Senators to start meeting with your deans or scheduling meetings with them.
TREASURER’S REPORT – ETHAN GISCLAIR
· Last week, Vice President Adriana M. and I met with Marketing to discuss the wall murals for the residence halls. We caught them up on where we are with the Senate funding it, and let them know that we can’t move forward until we get a proof for at least one mural.  Once we have that first design, we’ll bring it back to the Senate so everyone can see what it looks like before anything gets officially approved or started.

· I’m also working on the Fall Financial Statement. I’m waiting on final senate action for a few pieces of legislation, so I can get official figures.

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS’ REPORT – CALLIE BECNEL
· I would like to start doing “Senator Takeovers” on the Instagram and Facebook story.
· I am in the process of redoing the SGA board in the hallway so that will be done soon. 
· I want to start doing a segment on Instagram and Facebook called “You said We did” which is basically a post with things the student body asked for and how we put it into motion.
OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT – ADRIANA MAGALLON
· Chairs and Co-Chairs for each committee have been selected and announced during committee today. Their duties will begin at the next meeting on September 8th. 
· I will be attending a Keep Nicholls Beautiful Meeting tomorrow and will report back next meeting. 
· If you have any concerns helpful to the committee please see me after this meeting. 
ACTIONS TAKEN ON OLD BILLS
U2526-001

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, appointment of Carson Domangue for the position of Senator-at-Large.  Passed and signed.

U2526-002

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, appointment of Landon Becnel for the position of Senator of the College of Business Administration. Passed and signed.

U2526-003

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, appointment of Maverick Dufrene for the position of Senator of the College of Sciences & Technology.  Passed and signed.

U2526-004

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, appointment of Gannon Wood for the position of Senator of the College of Business Administration.  Withdrew.

U2526-005

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, appointment of William Seeber for the position of Senator-at-Large.  Withdrew.

F2526-018

I move that the Senate approve the 2025-2026 Budget.  Tabled.

F2526-019

I move that the Senate rescind Senate Bill (Fall 2324-057) and all allocated funds be returned to unallocated funds in the budget.  Tabled.

F2526-020

I move that the Senate adopt the revisions to the budgetary line items.  Tabled.

F2526-021

I move that the Senate accept the Ngage Resolution.  Tabled.

F2526-022

I move that the Senate allocate up to $2,250.00 for the Biology/Library Models.  Funds will come from the Campus Improvements Line Item.  Tabled.

F2526-023

I move that the Senate adopt the budgetary recessions.  Tabled.

F2526-024

I move that the Senate approve the Cassard Corollary.  Tabled.

F2526-025

I move that the Senate adopt the alternative SGA logo.  Tabled.

F2526-026

I move that the Senate approve the SGA/Residential Living/NSVO Agreement.  Tabled.

F2526-027

I move that the Senate adopt the Delta Zeta Resolution. Tabled.

OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED:

F2526-028
I move that the Senate ratify the Scholarship revision legislation attached to this motion form.  Tabled.
F2526-029
I move that the Senate allocate up to $230 for the SGA Office Door Project.  Funds will come from the Campus Improvements Line Item.  Tabled.
F2526-030

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, appointment of Daniel Roy for the position of Senator-at-Large.  Passed and signed.

F2526-031

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, appointment of Ethan Gisclair for the position of Treasurer.  Passed and signed.

F2526-032

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, appointment of Callie Becnel for the position of Director of Public Relations.  Passed and signed.

F2526-033

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, appointment of Justin Helper for the position of Director of Student Rights & Grievances.  Passed and signed.
F2526-034

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, appointment of Hally Patel for the position of Honors Senator.  Passed and signed.

F2526-035

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, and SPA President Daniela Maldonado’s appointment of Zachary St. Pe’ for the position of Supreme Court Justice.  Passed and signed.
F2526-036

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, appointment of Trey Thibodaux for the position of Senator-at-Large.  Passed and signed.

F2526-037

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s, and SPA President Daniela Maldonado’s appointment of Elizabeth Ayers for the position of Supreme Court Justice.  Passed and signed.
F2526-038

I move that the Senate adopt the “Hydrate the Halls” Resolution.  Passed and signed.

STUDENT SUPREME COURT REPORT:  Justice Elizabeth Ayers
SPA Events:
No report.
ELECTION COMMISSION REPORT​​:  

No report.
SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Public Relations Committee:  Mr/Ms Nicholls & Banquet – Homecoming & Holiday Social:  Mia Nunez, Chair; Brooklyn Savoie, Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Mia Nunez, Brooklyn Savoie, Elbie Hahn, Landon Becnel, Luke Pitre, Jaiden Valure, Claire Durocher and Daniel Roy.
Absent:
Senators Brooklyn Savoie, Landon Becnel and Jaiden Valure.
Guest:
Director Callie Becnel
SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTINUED:

Public Relations Committee Continued:  
We discussed the following:

· One motion passed.
· Upcoming projects.
Finance Committee:  Danny Woods, II, Chair; Trey Thibodaux Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Danny Woods, II, Mia Nunez, Luke Pitre and Daniel Roy.
Absent:
Senators Trey Thibodaux and Landon Becnel
Guests:
Director Ethan Gisclair.

We discussed the following:
· Six motions passed.
Campus/Academic Affairs Committee:  Gracie Martin, Chair; Ross Rodrigue, Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Ross Rodrigue, Elbie Hahn, , Chelsie Martin, Maverick Dufrene, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Trey Thibodaux and Hally Patel.
Absent:
Senators Mary G. Martin and Brooklyn Savoie.
Guests:
Director Justin Helper.

· Two motions passed.
Judiciary Committee:  Jaiden Valure, Chair; Angelie Barrios De La Cruz – Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Jaiden Valure, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Claire Durocher, Gracie Martin, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Danny Woods, II, Brooklyn Savoie, Hally Patel, Maverick Dufrene and Evan Louviere.
Absent:
Senator Brooklyn Savoie.

Guests:
Vice President Adriana Magallon.

We discussed the following:
· Three motions passed.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

F2526-028a
I move to take the motion for Scholarship revisions from the table.

1. Luke Pitre
2. Ross Rodrigue

Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-028

I move that the Senate ratify the Scholarship revision legislation attached to this motion form.
1. Luke Pitre
2. Ross Rodrigue

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-018a
I move to take the motion to approve the 2025-2026 Budget from the table.

1. Luke Pitre
2. Mary G. Martin

Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

UNFINISHED BUSINESS CONTINUED

F2526-018

I move that the Senate approve the 2025-2026 Budget.

1. Luke Pitre
2. Mary G. Martin

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-019a
I move to take the motion to rescind Senate Bill (Brady Complex) from the table.
1. Jaiden Valure
2. Mia Nunez

Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-019

I move that the Senate rescind Senate Bill (Fall 2324-057) and all allocated funds be returned to unallocated funds in the budget.

1. Jaiden Valure
2. Mia Nunez

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-020a
I move to take the motion to adopt revisions to budgetary line items from the table.
1. Danny Woods, II
2. Ross Rodrigue

Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-020

I move that the Senate adopt the revisions to the budgetary line items.

1. Danny Woods, II
2. Ross Rodrigue
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-021a
I move to take the motion on the Ngage Resolution from the table.

1. Claire Durocher
2. Luke Pitre

Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-021

I move that the Senate accept the Ngage Resolution.

1. Claire Durocher
2. Luke Pitre

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For-14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-022a
I move to take the motion for Biology/Library Models from the table.

1. Chelsie Martin
2. Mary G. Martin

Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-022

I move that the Senate allocate up to $2,250.00 for the Biology/Library Models.  Funds will come from the Campus Improvements Line Item.

1. Chelsie Martin
2. Mary G. Martin
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

UNFINISHED BUSINESS CONTINUED:
F2526-023a
I move to take the motion for budgetary recessions from the table.

1. Danny Woods, II
2. Ross Rodrigue

Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-023

I move that the Senate adopt the budgetary recessions.

1. Danny Woods, II
2. Ross Rodrigue
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-024a
I move to take the motion for the Cassard Corollary from the table.

1. Danny Woods, II
2. Claire Durocher

Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-024

I move that the Senate approve the Cassard Corollary.

1. Danny Woods, II
2. Claire Durocher

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-025a
I move to take the motion for the alternative SGA logo from the table.

1. Brooklyn Savoie
2. Elbie Hahn

Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-025

I move that the Senate adopt the alternative SGA logo.

1. Brooklyn Savoie
2. Elbie Hahn

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-026a
I move to take the motion for the SGA/Residential Living/NSVO Agreement from the table.
1. Mary G. Martin
2. Elbie Hahn

Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-026

I move that the Senate approve the SGA/Residential Living/NSVO Agreement.

1. Mary G. Martin
2. Elbie Hahn

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-027a
I move to take the motion to adopt the Delta Zeta Resolution from the table.

1. Elbie Hahn
2. Mary G. Martin

Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

UNFINISHED BUSINESS CONTINUED:

F2526-027

I move that the Senate adopt the Delta Zeta Resolution.

1. Elbie Hahn        
2. Mary G. Martin

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-029a
I move to take the motion for the SGA Door Project from the table.

1. Evan Louviere
2. Ross Rodrigue

Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-029

I move that the Senate allocate up to $230 for the SGA Office Door Project.  Funds will come from the Campus Improvements Line Item.

1. Evan Louviere
2. Ross Rodrigue

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0
NEW BUSINESS:

The following motions were tabled by the Senate for further discussion:
F2526-039

I move to reform the Supreme Court Procedures.

1. Danny Woods, II
2. Mary G. Martin

F2526-040

I move that the Senate adopt the reforms to the SGA Bylaws.

1. Danny Woods, II








2. Maverick Dufrene

F2526-041
I move that the Senate Consolidate six (6) documents into one (1) titled the SGA Code of Procedures.  The documents include:  Supreme Court Procedures, Student Bill of Rights, Code of Ethics, Election Procedures, Election Code and Academic Dishonesty.
1. Jaiden Valure
2. Mary G. Marti
President Cruz C. said the following motion was approved in New Business in accordance with Article III, Section 3, Number 1, Letter B in the SGA Constitution which reads: “May, by two-thirds (2/3) vote of those present and voting at a duly constituted meeting, approve and/or modify the proposed budgets presented by the President without table”.”
F2526-042
I move that the Senate approve the Fall 2025 Budget.

1. Mia Nunez
2. Luke Pitre
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–14
Against-0
 Abstained-0

DISCUSSION PERIOD:
Senator Elbie H. read the Delta Zeta Resolution:
A Resolution To
Honor Delta Zeta Sorority at Nicholls State University

WHEREAS, the Kappa Alpha Chapter of the Delta Zeta Sorority at Nicholls State University continues to exemplify excellence in leadership, sisterhood, and service both on campus and within the broader community; and

DISCUSSION PERIOD CONTINUED:

WHEREAS, at the 56th Delta Zeta Sorority National Convention held in Orlando, Florida, the Kappa Alpha Chapter was nationally recognized with three distinguished awards for their commitment to organizational values and outstanding achievements; and

WHEREAS, the chapter received the Founders Award (2025), the highest honor awarded to a collegiate chapter, recognizing their exemplary record over the past two years in areas including membership, financial standing, cooperation, college programs, philanthropy, and campus involvement; and

WHEREAS, the chapter was awarded the Crest Award (2025), acknowledging their creation of an exceptional chapter culture and an enriching member experience that goes beyond basic expectations; and

WHEREAS, the chapter also received the Gertrude Houk Fariss Award (2025), honoring their outstanding collaboration with an alumnae chapter through joint programming efforts; and

WHEREAS, the continued excellence of the Kappa Alpha Chapter brings great pride to Nicholls State University and serves as an inspiration to student organizations across campus; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Student Government Association of Nicholls State University that the Student Senate and Executive Board formally commend and congratulate the Kappa Alpha Chapter of the Delta Zeta Sorority for their exceptional accomplishments and well-deserved national recognition;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be presented to the 
Kappa Alpha Chapter as a symbol of appreciation and institutional pride.

_________________________________
   ____________________________________                                    Student Body President Cassard         Student Body Vice President Magallon

_______________________________________

Senator Elbie Hahn, College of Nursing
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE REPORTS:


None.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Jaiden V. 
Thank you to the Greeks that showed up at the game.  Our letters were seen on ESPN.  Congratulations on Sorority Rush.  Fall Rush starts at 7:00 p.m. tonight.

Alpha Sigma Phi have a week of events doing on.  They’re listed under Alpha Sig.  


We had a previous football player who passed away this weekend by the name of Marcus Dickey.  I’d like to observe a moment of silence on his behalf.


Senate stands to observe a moment of silence for the passing of Marcus Dickey.




Dr. Caruso
Marcus was not a current student but was on campus for football games and was a very sweet young man.  It was a tragedy.  We encourage everybody to reach out to the Counseling Center to support each other.  We want to keep his family in our thoughts and prayers. 


Adriana M.
No meeting next week due to Labor Day.  We may have another brief workshop next week.  In the Senate Room, you have mailboxes to check.
Dolly M. 
There’s a Parenting Resource Fair in the Ballroom next week from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  If you need volunteer hours, be there.  


New Senators, please meet with me for a brief Orientation of the SGA Office.  We have resources that will help you as Senator.
The Senate stands adjourned in honor of Marcus Dickey.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:57 p.m.
