S.G.A. SENATE MEETING

September 15, 2025 
The meeting was called to order in the Bollinger Sister Suites at 4:00 p.m.  Presiding officer was Vice President Adriana Magallon. The Recording Secretary was Dolly McGeever.

The prayer was led by Senator​​ Trey Thibodaux and the pledge was given by Senator Hally Patel.

The Nicholls Student Government Association Mission Statement was read by Senator Claire Durocher and Senator Luke Pitre read the first value of the Nicholls Creed.

The following Executive Board members were present: President Cruz Cassard, Vice President Adriana Magallon, Vice President Pro-Tempore Evan Louviere, Treasurer Ethan Gisclair, Director of Student Rights & Grievances Justin Helper, Director of Public Relations Callie Becnel, Special Advisor for Student Organizations Joseph Lirette and Secretary Dolly McGeever.
The following Executive Board member was absent: Director of Religious Liberty, Ryan Bergeron.

The following Senators were present:  Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Danny Woods, II, Luke Pitre, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Jaiden Valure, Daniel Roy, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Brooklyn Savoie, Clare Durocher, Gracie Martin, Elbie Hahn, Maverick Dufrene, Hally Patel, Trey Thibodaux, Jett Le (appointed), Jaxon Lawson (appointed) and Beau Marcel (appointed).
The following Senators were absent:
 Ryan Dimitri and Landon Becnel.
Student Supreme Court was represented by Justice Joe Bradford.
Election Commission was represented by Dolly McGeever, Ex-Officio.
Guests present were Dr. Jay Clune, University President, Dr. Michele Caruso, Vice President of Student Affairs and Student Government Association Advisor and Bridge to Independence student.
Minutes were not presented for approval.
GUEST SPEAKER:  Dr. Jay Clune
After last week’s meeting, we had a number of questions about the Strategic Enrollment Plan.  So, working with your President and your Vice President and the Consultant we’re bringing in, we found a solution which I communicated that to your President and Vice President.  After the initial meetings of September 23rd and 24th,after the Faculty, Staff and Administration meet with the Consultant and go over problems in the university and challenges with our Admissions process, which often has to do with personnel that have to be dealt with internally, we’re going to add a student to each of the working groups.  I think President Cassard is coming up with some names to propose to us so you’ll be involved in that.  I appreciate you being so interested in that.
I want to send out some compliments.  I think KNSU has done a wonderful job, if any of you are with that organization, on recording and keeping us all up to date on all the stories occurring on campus.  Our Volleyball team is 9 and 1.  Absolutely remarkable if you’ve been going to those games.  If not, I encourage you to do so.

The Coastal Center - all the metal panels are going up this week so the building will come back together with an October soft opening date for most of the Center.  The Century Room is being completely redone.  I know a lot of you use that for events, Greek events and other things.  It’s down to studs and is completely being redone.  It’s going to be beautiful when it’s completed.  This Saturday night, the Louisiana Philharmonic is coming for a series that is being promoted to the public.  We expect to have extra tickets.  It was recommended by Dr. Caruso that we try to send those out to students early to fill that.  It’s absolutely remarkable if you’ve never been to hear a Philharmonic Orchestra, especially in the Mary and Al Danos Theater.  It’s a small venue.  The acoustics are fabulous and it’s quite an event. I was blown away by it and I encourage you to attend if that opportunity arises. I thank you for your leadership.

GUEST SPEAKER CONTINUED:

GUEST SPEAKER:  Dr. Michele Caruso
For the Louisiana Philharmonic tickets this weekend, they’re going  to offer one hundred free tickets for students.  It’s a wonderful opportunity for you to hear something like that if you never have before.  If you have before, you probably want to attend because it’s a very special event.  We’re putting together a message right now.  The Communication Dept. is working on that.  The email will likely come from my office to students letting them know how to sign up.  It’ll be first come, first served.  There will be at least one hundred and likely more.  So, please share that with your friends and come as a group.  It could perhaps be an SGA field trip.  We’ll advise that it’s business casual, no shorts and things like that.  If you know students who don’t have such clothing or can’t afford it, we can partner with the Colonel Closet to make sure students have access to free clothing, if they’re comfortable going there.  Everybody belongs there and we want to make sure everybody feels comfortable with that. In addition to that, attending an event such as that counts for points on your co-curricular.  Take a picture of yourself there and things like that.  In addition, you might be familiar with the Wellness Badge that the Wellness Task Force has developed.  A lot of students can participate in that reflecting on the activities related to their health and wellness.  We’re trying to set that up with the Social Wellness part of the badge.  So, if you get on that journey with them, you’ll be able to also use your appearance for that.  Look for that email tomorrow and share it with your friends.  If you have any questions, let me know. 
We have a couple of set trainings that require us to take per Federal or State Board of Regents.  The first one is the training on Holiday Violence and Sexual Misconduct.  That is primarily for incoming Freshmen, transfer students or graduate students.  If students come to you and have questions about it, tell them  that the purpose is not only to educate them to stay safe, secure and healthy and to take care of each other, but it’s required by those entities.  

Another part is Hazing.  All students who are members of any kind of organization or group on campus such as Athletics or Greeks, will be required to do two hours of online training before the end of the semester.  You’ll be given a message with a link and will be set up.  Again, it’s not only important because every student needs to understand what hazing looks like, how to report it, how to take care of each other to prevent it from happening, but it is required by the State of Louisiana.  With that, any organization that does not comply one hundred percent, will be suspended and will not be able to have any activities or anything like that.  So, you must take it seriously and you must work with the members of your very important organization to ensure that gets done.  So Dr. Lyn and I and some others with our university are going to Baton Rouge tomorrow for the Annual Hazing Summit that the Board of Regents puts on.  So we’ll be learning a little more about changing the culture on campus, working with our colleagues at other institutions to see what they’re doing and such.  So I will not be at the next meeting when the Louisiana Hazing Task Force takes place.  That will be live streamed so if anyone is interested in watching the conversations that are happening across the state related to recommendations that will come out of that body, be sure to watch that.  Our University of Louisiana System will be presenting tomorrow.  Each System is required to present at the Task Force Summit.  Our System will be presenting on what we do at our university for college education and things like that.  
OFFICER REPORTS:

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – CRUZ CASSARD
I want to thank Dr. Clune for being here, especially for working with us last week after we had those frank conversations.  It’s really great that we have an Administrator that is listening to what we have to say and responding on that.  So, we’re really thankful both on the Executive side of it and the Senate side of it. I had plenty of conversations with Senators once you sent that email and we’re all excited to get involved and have a voice.
· For the information for the Senators, the Vice President and myself had conversations about this and thought the best way to go about collecting names and getting interests in these very important groups was to send out a Google form  So, you all should have received a Google form from me last week.  Also, that Google form is going out to the entire Associations, the Executive branch, the Legislative branch, 
OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:

PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED:

The Election Commission and Student Supreme Court.  So, we want everybody who might have an opinion to fill it out and the Executive Board will go in and make those critical decisions and communicate them to Dr. Clune.  That’s how we’ll handle that.  Applications close at noon so please send that in if you want to be a part of it.  We look forward to your ideas.  Even if you don’t get it, we’ll communicate those ideas to whoever does get it so we can have the best conversations possible in these groups.  Even if you might not get it, you still need to be talking to that person that does get it to make sure we’re giving the best ideas to Dr. Clune so we can come to this university and make it the place we all know it can be.  I think that’s important.

· Also, I would like to echo the message of Director Helper when he informs each of you that you must start meeting with your Deans/Administrative Heads. This is a critical step in the legislative process for you to start getting motion ideas. If you need assistance scheduling a meeting please just reach out.  

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT RIGHTS & GRIEVANCES’ REPORT – JUSTIN HELPER 
· Senator-Dean meetings would be great but along with that, a little paperwork will go with that meeting.  Whenever you meet with the Dean, there’s a Senator Verification Form located in the box by my office door.  There’s one for every person. It’s essentially clarifying that you met with the Dean and both of you will sign it off and there’s going to have an area for what you talked about. It’s self-explanatory.
· This week I received all kinds of grievances from students.  
· I met with Sarah, the SAC President with Athletics, which is for all student athletes.  It’s similar how we run here but just for athletes.  We talked about our ACE Agreement which is good.  We’re on the same page for everything. 

· Reminder that the Senator Update form is due tonight at 11:59 p.m.  Half of them are completed so try to get it done.  If you have any questions, email me.  It’s just to tell me what you’ve been doing and if you’ve not been doing anything, that’s o.k.  Let me know.  It’s just a little motivator for you to start reaching out to people around you.  Just put what you have so far.  We’re not grading you on what you did or didn’t do. 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY REPORT – RYAN BERGERON

Director Justin H. reported on behalf of Director Ryan B.

· I wanted to thank President Cassard for giving me the opportunity to work closely with all of our religious RSOs on campus over the next year and I look forward to developing close relationships with those groups. 
· I made a list of all the events from all the religious organizations on campus, for when they’ll be held.  If you’re interested in that, the list will be posted on the Bulletin Board in the SGA Office.  

TREASURER’S REPORT – ETHAN GISCLAIR
Just a reminder, I emailed the August financial statement to you. Again, come to me if you have any questions about it.

As of today we have:

· $7,296.85 in campus improvements.
· $9,595.00 in senator projects.
· $8,055.00 in unallocated funds.
Our recent financial changes come from funding AED’s, kits for Stop the Bleed, various items for Career Services, the Library fax machine, flags for the Rec Center and advertisement stickers which will promote SGA for future projects.
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS’ REPORT – CALLIE BECNEL
· Form – please fill those out.  It speaks out to what to put everywhere.  Please give them back to me by December 1st so I can have them before the semester ends.
OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS’ REPORT CONTINUED:
· On Wednesday, we’re doing a giveaway with KNSU for Constitution Day. I posted a graphic of it but make sure you call in and answer questions about Constitution Day.  You win if you answer right and tell your friends about it.

· Reminder for the Google form I sent out a while back in the Group Meet about the Senator Spot Light.  I’ll start posting that this week.  Please fill those out.

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT – ADRIANA MAGALLON
· I am continuing with the First Generation projects. The Roadmap that will give a month to month layout of what college should look like for first time students. 
· I am also going to send out a mass email informing all First Gens where the advisory council is as far as planning events for this semester and how they can get involved with the current projects. 
· President Cassard and I will also be reaching out to sororities and RSOs about First Gen and other ways that they can be collaborating with SGA. 
ACTIONS TAKEN ON OLD BILLS
F2526-041

I move that the Senate Consolidate six (6) documents into one (1) titled the SGA Code of Procedures.  The documents include:  Supreme Court Procedures, Student Bill of Rights, Code of Ethics, Election Procedures, Election Code and Academic Dishonesty.  Passed and signed.

F2526-039

I move to reform the Supreme Court Procedures.  Passed and signed.

F2526-040

I move that the Senate adopt the reforms to the SGA Bylaws.  Passed and signed.

F2526-042
I move that the Senate approve the Fall 2025 Budget.  Passed and signed.

F2526-043

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s and SPA’s President, Daniela Maldonado’s, transfer of Carson Domangue for the position of Election Commission Member. Passed and signed.

F2526-044

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s and SPA’s President, Daniela Maldonado’s, appointment of Alana Rodrigue for the position of Supreme Court Justice.  Passed and signed.

F2526-045

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s and SPA’s President, Daniela Maldonado’s, appointment of Joe Bradford for the position of Supreme Court Justice.  Passed and signed.

F2526-046

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s and SPA’s President, Daniela Maldonado’s, appointment of Seth Brown for the position of Election Commission Member.  Passed and signed.

F2526-047

I move that the Senate allocate up to $100.00 from unallocated funds to supplement the Bistro Tickets line item for the Homecoming Week Competitions. Passed and signed.

STUDENT SUPREME COURT REPORT:  Justice Joe Bradford
No Report.  
ELECTION COMMISSION REPORT​​:  Dolly McGeever, Ex-Officio
Two new Freshman Senators are being introduced to the Senate:

Jett Le is from Matthews, Louisiana, majoring in Political Science.
Jaxon Lawson is from Walker, Louisiana, majoring in Criminal Justice.
SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Public Relations Committee:  Mr/Ms Nicholls & Banquet – Homecoming & Holiday Social:  Mia Nunez, Chair; Brooklyn Savoie, Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Mia Nunez, Elbie Hahn, Luke Pitre, Jaiden Valure, Claire Durocher and Daniel Roy.
Absent:
Senator Brooklyn Savoie (excused) and Landon Becnel(excused).

Guests:
Director Callie Becnel.

We discussed the following:

· One motion which passed.

Finance Committee:  Danny Woods, II, Chair; Trey Thibodaux Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Danny Woods, II, Trey Thibodaux, Mia Nunez and Luke Pitre, Daniel Roy.
Absent:
Senator Landon Becnel (excused).

Guests:
Treasurer Ethan Gisclair and Elbie Hahn
We discussed the following:

· Three motions which passed.  One was amended.
Campus/Academic Affairs Committee:  Gracie Martin, Chair; Ross Rodrigue, Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Gracie Martin, Elbie Hahn, Chelsie Martin, Maverick Dufrene, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Trey Thibodaux and Hally Patel.
Absent:
Senator Brooklyn Savoie and Daniel Roy (excused)
Guests:
None.
We discussed the following:

· Motion to purchase a fax machine has been withdrawn.

· Motion to purchase flags for the Rec Center which passed.

· Suggestion for creating a Google Form with QR Code to send in requests for help or ideas.

Judiciary Committee:  Jaiden Valure, Chair; Angelie Barrios De La Cruz – Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Jaiden Valure, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Clare Rodrigue, Gracie Martin, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Danny Woods, II, Hally Patel, Maverick Dufrene and Evan Louviere.

Absent:
Senator Brooklyn Savoie (excused).

Guests:
Vice President Adriana Magallon and Luke Pitre.

We discussed the following:

· Interviewed one appointment which passed.

· Reviewed four excuses which passed.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

F2526-048a
I move to take the motion to fund AED’s from the table.

1. Daniel Roy
2. Mia Nunez
Move into vote:

Passed For–17 
Against-0
 Abstained-0

UNFINISHED BUSINESS CONTINUED:
F2526-048
I move that the Senate allocate up to $3,810.00 to fund two AED’s for the Athletic department  The funds shall come from Campus Improvements.
1. Daniel Roy
2. Mia Nunez
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–17
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-049a
I move to take the motion to adopt the C.O.L.O.N.E.L. Policy from the table.

1. Danny Woods, II
2. Maverick Dufrene
Move into vote:

Passed For–17
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-049

I move that the Senate approve the attached referendum to adopt the C.O.L.O.N.E.L. Policy as a policy to the self-assessed fees.  The Referendum shall require the approval of the University President, the UL System Board of Supervisors, and the Student Body.  The Referendum shall be placed on the ballot date closest upon appropriate approval.

1. Danny Woods, II
2. Maverick Dufrene
Discussion:  Senator Danny W. defers to President Cruz C. who said in committee I explained what this proposal does.  It’s an empowering proposal. It codifies what we have essentially done with the Residential NSVO/SGA living agreement and takes away a lot of red tape.  It starts opening up for a lot of other entities on campus.  
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–17
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-050a
I move to take the motion to purchase flags from the table.

1. Ross Rodrigue
2. Maverick Dufrene
Move into vote:

Passed For–17
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-050
I move that the Senate allocate up to $290 for the purchase of flags.  Funds will be taken from the Campus Improvements Line Item.
1. Ross Rodrigue








2. Maverick Dufrene
Discussion:  Senator Ross R. said they are out of flags  This motion was amended in committee because the City of Thibodaux donated three of their flags so the total was amended to fund the remaining flags for $175.
F2526-050b “Amended”

I move that the Senate allocate up to $175 for the purchase of flags.  Funds will be taken from the Campus Improvements Line Item.
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–17
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-051a
I move to take the motion to fund Murals from the table.

1. Trey Thibodaux
2. Daniel Roy
Move into vote:

Passed For–17
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-051

I move that the Senate allocate up to $15,237.62 for the installment of murals in the lobbies of all seven residence halls.  Funds will come from SGA Residential Living Mural Project. 
1. Trey Thibodaux








2. Daniel Roy
UNFINISHED BUSINESS CONTINUED:

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–17
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-052a
I move to take the motion to purchase SGA stickers from the table.

1. Brooklyn Savoie
2. Chelsie Martin
Move into vote:

Passed For–17
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-052
I move that the Senate allocate $145 to purchase stickers to promote advertisement for different projects.  Funds will come from Senator Projects line item. 
1. Brooklyn Savoie








2. Chelsie Martin
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–17
Against-0
 Abstained-0

NEW BUSINESS:

F2526-053
I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s appointment of Beau Marcel for the position of Senator-at-Large.
1. Danny Woods, II
2. Mary G. Martin
Senator Danny W. spoke of characteristics and recommended approval.
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–17
Against-0
 Abstained-0

According to Article IV, Revision of Rules on Specific Motions and Amendments, Section 8 of the Cassard Corollary, all legislation will be automatically tabled.  
Any remaining motions in new business were tabled automatically without being read into the record.
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Courses and Curricula Committee  - Chelsie Martin
Discussed and voted on the following:

· Whether or not some courses should be created for Allied Health Sciences.  If some Allied Health classes’ names should be changed and change some prerequisites.

· Changes for some Dietetic Classes and deletions of some Dietetic courses.

· Changes in some Athletic Training courses.

· The creation of two new Computer Science classes. 
Tech Fee Committee – Adriana Magallon
Looking at last year’s report and this year’s report, we looked at how Tech Fee will operate this year.  We have  really good people in Tech Fee this year and they’re a good representation of our campus.  We approved the transition of funds from a project that did not get completed in time.  The funding will be moved over for this year’s budget. 
Deadline for project proposals for Tech Fee will be October 10, 2025.  If you go to your Dean and the item they’re requesting does not fit the criteria of SGA, then the proposal can be submitted to Tech Fee.  If it sounds like it should be a Tech Fee Proposal, you can reach out to the E-Board or anyone who is a member of the Tech Fee Committee.  We will meet at a later date to discuss the proposals that have been submitted.
DISCUSSION PERIOD:
None.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Riley B. 
Sat on the Honors Committee and they were discussing the Study Abroad Germany trip for 2026.  If you’re in the Honors Program and missed the email, look it up.
Jaiden V.
Alpha Sigma Phi has events going on so look at their Instagram.  Tonight, Alpha Psi Lambda has Karaoke going on now until 7:30 p.m.  In a week or so they will also put on Bachata After Dark from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Maverick D.
Colonel Catholics has NOBA on Wednesday with catering provided by Big Mike’s from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  On Thursday they’ll have a General Meeting at 6:30 p.m.
Angelie BdlC.
It is Hispanic Heritage Month to celebrate all Hispanic countries and backgrounds. I’ve scheduled a meeting with the Dean and will be reaching out to Senators about the projects discussed.
Ross R.
Everyone has just taken a lot of exams and the Tutoring Center offers a lot of help so please schedule an appointment if needed.

Justin H.
At the General Meeting, we’ll have live music from Thomas Pate, a Thibodaux native, and food.   

Adriana M.
As Ross mentioned about the Tutoring Center, if you’re unable to afford the tutoring fees, I know the people to get connected with who will help you receive a tutoring voucher.
Brooklyn S.
Chi Alpha will have their big event at 7:00 in Gouaux Hall.

The following officers were sworn in by Justice Joe Bradford.
Jett Le – Freshman Senator
Jaxon Lawson – Freshman Senator
Beau Marcel – Senator-at-Large
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:53 p.m. 
