S.G.A. SENATE MEETING

September 22, 2025 
The meeting was called to order in the Leaders Suite at 4:00 p.m.  Presiding officer was Vice President Adriana Magallon. The Recording Secretary was Dolly McGeever.

The prayer was led by Director Ryan Bergeron and the pledge was given by Senator Chelsie Martin.

The Nicholls Student Government Association Mission Statement was read by Senator Danny Woods, II and Senator Mia Nunez read the first value of the Nicholls Creed.

The following Executive Board members were present: President Cruz Cassard, Vice President Adriana Magallon, Vice President Pro-Tempore Evan Louviere, Treasurer Ethan Gisclair, Director of Student Rights & Grievances Justin Helper, Director of Public Relations Callie Becnel, Special Advisor for Student Organizations Joseph Lirette, Religious Liberty Director Ryan Bergeron and Secretary Dolly McGeever.
The following Senators were present:  Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Danny Woods, II, Luke Pitre, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Jaiden Valure, Daniel Roy, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Brooklyn Savoie, Claire Durocher, Gracie Martin, Elbie Hahn, Maverick Dufrene, Hally Patel, Trey Thibodaux, Jett Le, Jaxon Lawson, Beau Marcel, Charles de Mattos (appointed) and Nicholas Moore (appointed).
The following Senator was absent:  Landon Becnel.
Student Supreme Court was represented by Justice Nasrine Ningbinnin.
Election Commission was represented by Dolly McGeever, Ex-Officio.
Guests present were Dr. Michele Caruso, Vice President of Student Affairs and Student Government Association Advisor and Bridge to Independence student.
Minutes of September 8, 2025 were approved as printed.
GUEST SPEAKER:  Dr. Michele Caruso
There was an Education Summit in Baton Rouge that went really well.  I shared it with President Cassard and some other individual students.  For those of you who perhaps didn’t attend the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra, it was amazing.  For a lot of students, it was a new experience and for a lot of people in the audience.  We have a few more such events in the Art Series and I encourage you to attend and bring a friend to share.  It was discussed during intermission what our favorite music was.  At the end, there was a comment from students who had never experienced anything like that.  The point is if we have so many students on campus who haven’t stepped out of their comfort zone for something new and when we do, it’s a benefit for all of us, the results are .  It’s a form of potential growth for us.  So, any future event, whether it’s part of this Art Series or something else on campus, encourage students to try it, to show up once and see how they like it.  We’ll try to get good results on that.  
OFFICER REPORTS:

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – CRUZ CASSARD
· I want to congratulate Senators Jaiden Valure and Gracie Martin for being selected to serve on their respective working group as part of the Strategic Enrollment Plan. I look forward to all the potential policy changes that will come out of these critical discussions. 
· Also, an update for the entire Senate, as the Ngage Forms have started to gain some momentum, and students/faculty are submitting requests that will directly benefit students across campus in either academics or extracurriculars.
OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:

PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED:
· I have already heard from multiple Senators and Director Helper that Campus Improvements is coming up with new and fresh ideas alongside Senators participating in their Dean Meetings. If there is any way that the Executive Board can assist you, just let us know. 

· Also, next week, I will be traveling to Hammond to speak with the Director of Career Services on ways to better our campus in relation to workforce development. Then I will meet next weekend with the Council of Student Body Presidents in Baton Rouge to discuss AI in Higher Education.   

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT RIGHTS & GRIEVANCES’ REPORT – JUSTIN HELPER 
· I have been hearing grievances from students this past week.
· Reminders: Senator-Dean Verification Form in my Box.  There is a return folder for after you’ve met with your Dean. 
· Good job on Senate Update minus 3 people who didn't turn anything in. I’ll reach out to you individually. 
· Changing Senator Update Form Dates: Forms will be open on the 15th of the month and close on the first Monday of the next month at midnight. So, October's Senator Update will open on October 15th and close November 6th at midnight.
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY REPORT – RYAN BERGERON

Here are some announcements/upcoming events:
· Colonel Catholics: NOBA: Free Lunch from 10am-1pm on Wednesdays at St. Thomas Aquinas.
· Colonel Catholics: Bingo at St. Joseph Manor at 6:30 pm on September 22, 2025.
· BCM: Family Groups on Mondays and Tuesdays from 4:30-5:30pm at the BCM.
· BCM: Merges on Thursdays from 7:30-8:30pm at the BCM.
· BCM: Free Lunch on Mondays from 11am-1pm.
· Chi Alpha: They are having their weekly contact table event in the union lobby and the quad from 9:30-12 on September 23rd.
· Chi Alpha: They are having their worship service (Chi Alpha XA Live) at 7 pm at Gouaux Hall every Tuesday.
· Delight: Bible Study every Wednesday from 6pm-7:30pm at the Student Union Bayou Suite.
· Chosen Colonels: Fellowship and Bible Study meeting on Mondays at 6:00 pm.
TREASURER’S REPORT – ETHAN GISCLAIR
President Cruz C. presented report in the Treasurer’s absence:

Over the weekend, Treasurer Gisclair informed me that:
· Chosen Colonels’ President and Vice President have reached out to us about funding for an event that they would like to attend in January. The event is called CMI Awakening Conference. The total cost of the event is $800. They would like us to help whether it be the full amount or part of the amount.

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS’ REPORT – CALLIE BECNEL
· Please remember to fill out your service hour forms. They will be due on December 1st. Remember if you need extra papers they’re in my office.
· I took your idea and there is now a Suggestions and Questions Google form in the Instagram bio for students to answer.
· We had 3 winners from the Constitution Day giveaway with KNSU so that’s great!
· I’ve also put all of our meeting dates for the rest of the semester in Ngage, so come see me after the meeting if you would like to scan the QR code and get your Ngage points. Also you can come see me after the meeting if you have any questions about Ngage or how it works.
OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

· first Generation is aiming to meet the First Tuesday of October for our open interest meeting. By then orders will be finalized for First Gen Week Merch. 
· Lastly, one thing I have failed to mention is if you are going to university committees we will need you to fill out a blue committee report form.  It’s to be turned in to Mrs. Dolly following the meeting where you present what was discussed at the meeting. 
· Also a reminder if a university committee discusses anything deemed confidential, it’s not to be reported verbally or on paper.  All other parts of the meeting should be discussed. 
· 1st Gen and other ways that they can be collaborating with SGA. 
ACTIONS TAKEN ON OLD BILLS
F2526-048

I move that the Senate allocate up to $3,810.00 to fund two AED’s for the Athletic department  The funds shall come from Campus Improvements.  Passed and signed.

F2526-049

I move that the Senate approve the attached referendum to adopt the C.O.L.O.N.E.L. Policy as a policy to the self-assessed fees.  The Referendum shall require the approval of the University President, the UL System Board of Supervisors, and the Student Body.  The Referendum shall be placed on the ballot date closest upon appropriate approval.  Passed and signed.

F2526-050

I move that the Senate allocate up to $175 for the purchase of flags.  Funds will be taken from the Campus Improvements Line Item.  Passed and signed.

F2526-051

I move that the Senate allocate up to $15,237.62 for the installment of murals in the lobbies of all seven residence halls.  Funds will come from SGA Residential Living Mural Project.  Passed and signed.
F2526-052

I move that the Senate allocate $145 to purchase stickers to promote advertisement for different projects.  Funds will come from Senator Projects line item. Passed and signed.

F2526-053

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s appointment of Beau Marcel for the position of Senator-at-Large.  Passed and signed.

STUDENT SUPREME COURT REPORT:  Justice Nasrine Ningbinnin
SPA reports that:
Tomorrow the club is doing an Alpha Phi Lambda event “After Dark”. So, if you’re looking for a reason to celebrate the first day of Fall or something with Nicholls, come by tomorrow in The Ballroom from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
ELECTION COMMISSION REPORT​​:  Dolly McGeever, Ex-Officio
Two new Freshman Senators are being introduced to the Senate:

John Landry is from Donaldsonville, LA, majoring in Business Administration.
Charles de Mattos is from Raceland, LA, majoring in Criminal Justice.
SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Public Relations Committee:  Mr/Ms Nicholls & Banquet – Homecoming & Holiday Social:  Mia Nunez, Chair; Brooklyn Savoie, Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Mia Nunez, Brooklyn Savoie, Elbie Hahn, Luke Pitre, Jaiden Valure, Claire Durocher and Daniel Roy.
Absent:
Senator Landon Becnel(unexcused)and Director Callie Becnel (excused).
Guests:
Vice President Adriana Magallon. 

SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTINUED:
Public Relations Committee Report Continued:
We discussed the following:

· Whether SGA would work a Colonel Day table.
Finance Committee:  Danny Woods, II, Chair; Trey Thibodaux Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Danny Woods, II, Trey Thibodaux, Mia Nunez and Luke Pitre.
Absent:
Senator Landon Becnel (excused)and Daniel Roy (excused).

Guests:
Treasurer Ethan Gisclair, Elbie Hahn, Brooklyn Savoie and Chelsie Martin.
We discussed the following:

· Three motions which all passed.
Campus/Academic Affairs Committee:  Gracie Martin, Chair; Ross Rodrigue, Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Gracie Martin, Ross Rodrigue, Elbie Hahn, Brooklyn Savoie. Chelsie Martin, Maverick Dufrene, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Evan Louviere, Riley Brantley, Trey Thibodaux, Hally Patel and Daniel Roy
Guests:
Director Justin Helper and Andrew Barbier, Assistant Librarian.
We discussed the following:

· Motion to fund Library snacks which passed.
Judiciary Committee:  Jaiden Valure, Chair; Angelie Barrios De La Cruz – Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Jaiden Valure, Angelie Barrios De La Cruz, Claire Durocher, Gracie Martin, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Chelsie Martin, Danny Woods, II, Hally Patel, Maverick Dufrene, Evan Louviere and Beau Marcel.
Absent:
Senator Brooklyn Savoie (unexcused).

Guests:
President Cruz Cassard, Vice President Adriana Magallon and Jaxon Lawson.

We discussed the following:

· Three excuses, one appointment and one transfer were passed.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

F2526-054a
I move to take the motion to fund Stop the Bleed program from the table.

1. Elbie Hahn
2. Angelie Barrios De La Cruz
Move into vote:

Passed For–20
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-054

I move that the Senate allocate up to $1,260 to fund Stop The Bleed Program.  Funds will come from Senator Projects.
1. Elbie Hahn
2. Angelie Barrios De La Cruz
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–20
Against-0
 Abstained-0

UNFINISHED BUSINESS CONTINUED:

F2526-055a
I move to take the motion to purchase Career Center Items from the table.
1. Mary G. Martin
2. Chelsie Martin
Move into vote:

Passed For–20
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-055
I move that the Senate allocate up to $4,000 to Career Services in order to purchase needed items.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects line item.
1. Mary G. Martin
2. Chelsie Martin  

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–20
Against-0
 Abstained-0

NEW BUSINESS:

F2526-056
I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s appointment of Nicholas Moore for the position of Senator of the Chef John Folse Culinary Institute.
1. Chelsie Martin
2. Brooklyn Savoie
Senator Chelsie M. spoke of characteristics and recommended approval.
Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–20
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-057

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s and SPA President, Daniela Maldonado’s, transfer of Ryan Dimitri for the position of Election Commission Member.

1. Ross Rodrigue
2. Danny Woods, II

Senator Ross R. spoke of characteristics and recommended approval.

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–20
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-058a
I move to suspend the Rules of Procedure to allow the motion to be heard.  The reason for the suspension is the motion is in violation of Article VIII, Letter B., Number 6, Letters a and c of the Rules of Procedures.  (The Amendment/Motion was not tabled for one week prior to voting.)

1. Hally Patel
2. Ross Rodrigue
Move into vote:

Passed For–20
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-058
I move that the Senate allocate up to $130 to fund the snacks in the Library during midterms week.  Funds will be taken from the Senator Projects line item.

1. Hally Patel
2. Ross Rodrigue  

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–20
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-059

I move that the Senate allocate up to $1,000 for Chi Sigma Iota Conference cost.  Funds will be taken from the Senator Projects.

1. Mia Nunez
2. Danny Woods, II 

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–20
Against-0
 Abstained-0

According to Article IV, Revision of Rules on Specific Motions and Amendments, Section 8 of the Cassard Corollary, all legislation will be automatically tabled.  
Any remaining motions in new business were tabled automatically without being read into the record.
DISCUSSION PERIOD:
None.
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Social and Community Concerns Committee – Mia Nunez and Jaiden Valure
Discussed putting a table in the Union for students to express their concerns.

Student Organization Committee – Claire Durocher, Cruz Cassard, Jacob Todd, Joseph Lirette and Kate Clement.

· Charging of the committee.

· Reviewed Probationary Organizations.
· Disbanded two organizations.
· Granted Probationary Status to many organizations.
· Tabled two organizations.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Jaiden V.


Mentioned a number of Greek events going on.

Adriana M.


We need to update the number of polos needed and good 



luck to everybody that was nominated for Homecoming 




Court.
Dolly M.


Encouraged everyone to promote the Homecoming Display 



Contest.  Deadline to respond is October 9th. 

Justin H.


Please attend athletic events.

Angelie  BDLC.

There will be a car wash on Saturday from 11:00 a.m. 




to 2:00 p.m.



The following officers were sworn in by Justice Nasrine Ningbinnin.
Charles de Mattos – Freshman Senator
Nicholas Moore – Culinary Senator
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:39 p.m. 
