S.G.A. SENATE MEETING

January 28, 2026 
(Virtual Meeting due to Winter Weather)

The meeting was called to order in the SGA Conference Room at 4:17 p.m.  Presiding officer was Vice President Adriana Magallon. The Recording Secretary was Dolly McGeever.

The prayer was led by Senator Trey Thibodaux and the pledge was given by Senator Mia Nunez.

The Nicholls Student Government Association Mission Statement was read by Senator Evan Louviere and Senator Gracie Martin read the first value of the Nicholls Creed.

The following Executive Board members were present: Vice President Adriana Magallon, Vice President Pro-Tempore Evan Louviere, Treasurer Ethan Gisclair, Director of Public Relations Callie Becnel and Secretary Dolly McGeever.

The following Executive Board members were absent: President Cruz Cassard, Director of Student Rights & Grievances Justin Helper and Religious Liberty Director Ryan Bergeron.
The following Senators were present:  Danny Woods, II, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Luke Pitre, Brooklyn Savoie, Nick Moore, Evan Louviere, Mary “Gracie” Martin, Trey Thibodaux, Daniel Roy, Beau Marcel, Jaxon Lawson, Caleb Nieves, Jaiden Valure, Maverick Dufrene, Aaron Durocher, Eurico Cosme Da Silva Neto (appointed), Hannah Thomas (appointed), Brian Blanchard (appointed) and Hunter Addison (appointed).
The following Senators were absent:  Riley Brantley, Elbie Hahn, Michael Bourgeois, Jett Le and Hally Patel.

Student Supreme Court was represented by Chief Justice Kate Clement.
Election Commission was not represented.
Guest present was Samuel Landry, Geomatics Student.
Minutes of October 6 to November 17, 2025 were approved as printed.
GUEST SPEAKER:  

None.

OFFICER REPORTS:

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – CRUZ CASSARD
Vice President Adriana Magallon reported.

I want to give a big shout-out to Vice President Magallon for organizing this unorthodox Senate meeting. Without her incredible leadership and the collaboration of our Committee Chairs, the Student Government Association would not be the same. Thank You!!

Thank you everyone who attended the SGA Spring Social last week. It was great seeing our First Generation Council, ACE, the Executive Board and Senators interacting together. Also, a big thank you to Mr. Craig Marinello, Director of Career Services at Southeastern Louisiana University, for being the guest speaker. Remember to set high standards for yourselves.  

I would like to express my gratitude for the hard work of the Executive Board over the Holiday Break to get SGA in a strong position for the spring semester. Their dedication to serve the Student Body matters, and I appreciate the effort they have shown thus far. Also, I wish I could join all of you for this meeting, but I am currently meeting with our Congressional Delegation in Washington, DC, to advocate for Nicholls State University and to find strategic ways to robustly improve the state of higher education in Louisiana.

OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:

PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED:
Here are some updates on critical projects: 

· During the break, I – alongside the Executive Board – activated the Interim Funding Plan for two project plans. The first was a project to procure furniture for Gouaux Hall, and the second was a project to purchase T-shirts for an SGA giveaway later in the semester.   

· Letterman’s is currently processing all designs from University Marketing for the printing and installation of campus murals. 

· Vice President Magallon, Treasurer Gisclair, and I have worked together to formulate a comprehensive set of recommendations for the University President on the topic of AI use. 

· Vice President Magallon, Special Advisor Lirette, Director Helper, and I have worked closely to develop a list of proposals for the review of the Faculty Senate.

· My work on the Career Alignment Taskforce has resulted in an Interim Report being submitted to both chambers of the Louisiana Legislature, and a multitude of my recommendations made it into the Interim Report.

· As per my email to the Student Body, SGA will be sending out surveys on topics ranging from AI use to Career Service opportunities – I am open to suggestions from the Senate on potential wording of questions, please reach out.   

I have been asked by the UL System to sit on new panels dealing with hazing prevention, power-based violence prevention, and system integration. Also, I have been working to fill the newly created positions from the Fall Constitutional Amendment, and I would like to thank my team for helping me vet all potential candidates. My goal is to have nominations for all the newly created positions by the second meeting of the semester. 

There is much more to report on from Chamber of Commerce Collaborations to SEP Updates to ADA Compliance Requirements to an LSU/Nicholls State SGA Collaboration or even a recent SGA Executive Board community outreach event at Ascension Catholic High School. If anyone has any questions or wants to discuss further details, please just reach out to me. 

Thank you again for your willingness to work with us. 
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT RIGHTS & GRIEVANCES’ REPORT – JUSTIN HELPER 
No report.
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY REPORT – RYAN BERGERON
Director Callie Becnel reported.

Here are some announcements: 
· We will officially start our planning process to start Campus United; Campus United will now be at the end of the term. I’m working to plan two big meetings with all the religious organizations on campus, so we can have a set date. 
· I would like to announce that we have two religious organizations: Nursing Christian Fellowship and Students for Life. If you need more information or would like to know more about one of the organizations, please contact me via email. 
· If anyone wants to know more about a religious organization on campus, I would love to help out in any way.  Whether it is getting involved with one or a question about one. Let me know and we can set up a meeting to talk about it.

Upcoming events this week in all RSOs: 

1/28:  

Colonel Catholics: NOBA from 11am-1pm

Delight Ministry: Bible Study from 6pm-7:30pm

1/29:  

Colonel Catholics: General Meeting & Trivia Night from 6pm-8pm

BCM: Merge from 7:30pm-8:30pm

OFFICER REPORTS CONTINUED:

TREASURER’S REPORT – ETHAN GISCLAIR
· I organized the spring budget, and President Cruz C. and I agreed on all figures.
· Members have already begun submitting signed verification forms and I encourage everyone to continue doing so.  Please direct any questions to me.
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS’ REPORT – CALLIE BECNEL
· Welcome back! I hope everyone is having a great first few weeks of school. I will be handing out service hour forms soon just so you can keep track throughout the semester. 
· Make sure you’re sharing posts and promoting SGA however you 
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
· I want to thank you for joining this virtual meeting like this.  It’s nothing that we wanted to do but we had a really good motion in the Campus Improvements/Academic Affairs Committee.  We wanted to help the student get to Nationals for Geomatics. It’s a really big deal and had we put off anymore appointment interviews, we wouldn’t have had time to do anything in Judiciary for the next three weeks.  So we appreciate you joining this meeting.  

· After today, I see the dedication that we’re going to have different things going on this semester.  We’re fully confident in all of the things you are getting to do and wanting to do in SGA.  
ACTIONS TAKEN ON OLD BILLS
F2526-092

I move that the Senate adopt the ACE request #3 (tablets) and that the Senate see the legislation for more details.  The funds will come from ACE line item.  Passed and signed.

F2526-093

I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s transfer of Maverick Dufrene from Sciences & Technology Senator to the position of Religious Life Senator.  Passed and signed.

F2526-094
I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s transfer of Michael Bourgeois from Election Commission to the position of Senator-at-Large.  Passed and signed.
F2526-095

I move that the Senate allocate $1,000 to send 4 students to a Regional Leadership Conference.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects.  Passed and signed.
F2526-096

I move that the Senate allocate up to $130 for Library finals snacks. Funds will be taken from the Senator Projects line item.  Passed and signed.
SUPREME COURT REPORT​​:  Chief Justice Kate Clement
No report.

ELECTION COMMISSION REPORT​​:  
None.

SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Public Relations Committee:  Mr/Ms Nicholls & Banquet – Homecoming & Holiday Social:  Mia Nunez, Chair; Luke Pitre, Co-Chair
No meeting held.

Finance Committee:  Danny Woods, II, Chair; Trey Thibodaux, Co-Chair
No meeting held.
SGA SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTINUED:

Campus/Academic Affairs Committee:  Mary “Gracie” Martin, Chair
Present:
Senators Gracie Martin, Aaron Durocher, Jaxon Lawson, Evan Louviere, Hally Patel, Brooklyn Savoie, Ross Rodrigue and Daniel Roy.
Absent:
Senators Michael Bourgeois and Elbie Hahn.
Guests:
Director Justin Helper

We discussed the following:

· One Motion passed.

Judiciary Committee:  Jaiden Valure, Chair; Hally Patel, Co-Chair
Present:
Senators Jaiden Valure, Hally Patel, Aaron Durocher, Jaxon Lawson, Evan Louviere, Beau Marcel, Gracie Martin, Caleb Nieves, Mia Nunez, Ross Rodrigue, Danny Woods, II and Trey Thibodaux.
Absent:
Senator Michael Bourgeois.  
Guests:
Vice President Adriana Magallon
We discussed the following:

· Interviewed 5 appointments; 4 passed and 1 tabled.
· Selected Hally Patel as Committee Co-Chair.

· Created “Bylaws Re-Writing” Ad Hoc Committee.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

None.

NEW BUSINESS:
F2526-097
I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s and SPA President, Tai Battle’s, appointment of Brian Blanchard for the position of Supreme Court Justice.
1. Beau Marcel
2. Danny Woods, II
Discussion:  Senator Beau M. spoke of characteristics and recommended approval.

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–16
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-098
I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s appointment of Eurico Cosme Da Silva Neto for the position of International Senator.

1. Mary “Gracie” Martin
2. Danny Woods, II
Discussion:  Senator ?Gracie M. spoke of characteristics and recommended approval.

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–16
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-099
I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s appointment of Hannah Thomas for the position of Residential Living Senator.

1. Jaiden Valure
2. Danny Woods, II
Discussion:  Senator Jaiden V. spoke of characteristics and recommended approval.

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–16
Against-0
 Abstained-0

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED:

F2526-100
I move that the Senate approve the Student Body President, Cruz Cassard’s and SPA President, Tai Battle’s, appointment of Hunter Addison for the position of Supreme Court Justice

1. Danny Woods, II
2. Mary “Gracie” Martin
Discussion:  Senator Danny W. spoke of characteristics and recommended approval.

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–16
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-101a

I move to suspend the Rules of Procedure to allow the motion to be heard.  The reason for the suspension is the motion is in violation of Article VIII, Letter B., Number 6, Letters a and c of the Rules of Procedures.  (The Amendment/Motion was not tabled for one week prior to voting.)

1. Danny Woods, II
2. Jaiden Valure
Move into vote:

Passed For–16
Against-0
 Abstained-0

F2526-101
I move that the Senate allocate $400 to cover the cost of registration for Geo Week 2026.  Funds will be taken from Senator Projects.









1  Danny Woods, II
2. Jaiden Valure

Question:  Move into vote:

Passed For–16
Against-0
 Abstained-0

According to Article IV, Revision of Rules on Specific Motions and Amendments, Section 8 of the Cassard Corollary, all legislation will be automatically tabled.  
Any remaining motions in new business were tabled automatically without being read into the record.
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Keep America Beautiful Committee:  Adriana Magallon

We have another clean-up the Boot Project around April 22nd so if someone needs some service hours and enjoy doing that type of volunteer work, we’ll be out there.  That same week they’ll be doing the planting and we’ll also be doing the water fill station project or the Keep America Beautiful.  We just haven’t received the details and quotes on that yet.  Obviousy, you’ll still get to vote on whether we do that.  I think Barker and a few other facility type buildings that don’t have it yet.
DISCUSSION PERIOD:

None.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

None.
The following officers appointed at this meeting were sworn in on Friday, January 30, by Chief Justice Kate Clement.
Eurico Cosme Da Silva Neto – International Senator

Hannah Thomas – Residential Living Senator

Hunter Addison – Supreme Court Justice
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 
